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Learning and Good Parts M, 


7 homes Berney, Gent. of 
GrAYEkS-INN, 


PÞ Though: my endea- 
GE , VOurs too poorly im- 
MAG ployed , while they 
> vwere reſtrain'd tro the 
& lioics of a particular 
acknowledgement ; which forced 
me to comply with my ambitious 
hnmour, by making this publick 
profeflion of my duty and obſer- 
vance, I _y feem beth Ignorant 
and Indiſcreer to prox nile any new 
mn1n9 in his far wel "2 Epiltles ro 
you, who are 2b!2 to give leſſons of 
2 Cour” 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


——  — _——___— | Drs 


Courtſhip and Civility to the molt 
refined Spirits of this Age, yet Ide- 
ſerve pardon, if you confider that 
nothing is here but what might ei- 
ther have been written by you, or 
to you, and conſequently deſerves 
the approbation of the moſt maliti- 
ous. For in the one your ewn Ru- 
manity, and in the other the Judge- 
ment of all the world is interefled, 
as is in all things that concern your 
Particular the repoſe, 


SIR, 
of 


Your moſt humble and moſt 
obedient ſervant. 


J. M. 


To 


of 


[0 


—_——— I 


Gd dhdhdnadd 
CHYEDI EE W159 CLI 
TO 


My Lord, the Abbot of Dorak, one of 


his Majeſties Privy Councellors, and 
Treaſurer of the Holy Chappel 


at Pars. 


—— 


ESSEN HE Particnlar eftcem 1 have of your 
a) Sa Merit, obliged me 10 theſe Publick 
Bay EXD, Proofes ; beivg Ambitions the world 
ou » Fbould know, that though my inclinati- 
ons be not Strong enough to follow wertue, yet 1 
never ceaſe to build her Altars, in all places where 
T find: her Image. To maintain (my Lord) that 
90u are one of the moſt Irvely, the Elequence of 
Adions ſurpaſsing that of my Diſcourſe, bas al- 
ready perfwaded it to all the world, ſo that your 
Honeſty havins made it ſelf known every where, 
T ſatisfie my ſeif in praiſing you wortbily, to de- 
clare your name, being one of the mo#t accempliſh- 
ed Prelates of this Age. I ſpeak not of thoſe Ne- 
gotiations of Importance wh ch you have finiſhed, 
30 the Honour of the Kine, and ſatisfattion of his 
| Emi- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Eminence, who knew right well that the greateft 
Employments were under the reach of your Capaci- 
ty. Iwiſhwith Paſsion,T had any in your ſervice, 
whereby I might force you to belicve that 1 am 
extreamly , 


WI 


My Lord, 
Your moſt humble, and 


moſt fairhful ſervant, 


P, ade La Serre. 


THE 


ad 


i, 


— - 
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THE 
Authour to the Reader. 


E222 Aving had notice given 
> me thar my Secretary of 
=o the Court, which 1 com- 
22 poſcd for a Divercii2ment 
Ex in my Youth, ran tho- 
BO row the World in wy 
ed Name, and with iome 
kind of Approbation in 
ſtrange Countries - as being thirry fix times 
Printed, fince it was firſt publiſhed, and never 
falling intro my hands to be correRted : I 
thought good ro preſent thee with this new 
one, which is a Digeſted work, and where 
thou ſhalr receive more ſatisfaction, as finding 
a Icfle number of faults. Ir bears the Name 
of Secretary in Faſhion, to the end that it may 

be 


"The Authour, &c. 


be alwayes in ſcaſon, conſidering how varia- - 
ble the manner of Writing is. Receive ir 
with as good a heart as I giveitthee - andif 
it like thee not, learn charitably ro hold thy. 
Tongue, or clſe to reproach with a good 
grace; "tis the beſt counſel I am able togive 
thee. 


a J = oo and. prauth a 


Reader | 
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Renkin, 


Here pre ſent thee With a Cornucopia 
of knowlege and Expreſſion. If thou 
doeſt not receive it with an acknowledg- 
ment proporttoxed to the Worth of ſuch 

DOEeGSs aGifr, mayſt thou acquire two Cor- 
nucopie* Ss of Ignominy, to adoyn thy forehead, and be 
condemned t0 the Reading of the Engliſh Secretary, 
as long as thou liveſt, If the whole Mountain of the 


! Common-IWealth (whereof thy ſelf art a molehil,) were 


as ſenſible as thou oughteſt to be, I aſſmre my ſelf, ſhe 
ſhe World bow her venerable bnees, and do me Homage 


| for that mighty portion of Wit, and Conrtſhip, Whereof 
ſhe goes now to take Poſſeſſion. But I ſee thee already 


blear-czed with reading Mountieur Balzaac, and the 
Packet of Letters; Forgive me. good Reader, I ak 
thee moſt humbly Mercy, ard with much Reſentment 
call back, my former Imprecation, fince 1 perceive thee 
already expoſed to a more rigorous Pennance , then that 
which my Charity wonld have ſuffered my Inftice to ing= 
poſe upon thee: For What miſchief could T have imagi> 
ned (though I had been informed with the ſoul of Pha - 
laris his enginer) eqnal to the Malice of this Which thor 
haſt already incurreddin the one,thou learneſt nothing but 
zo ſpeak Bandy With a good Grace; in the other ; nothing 
but to blowy & hotn;hire thou ſucieft in the prime of 

Athisſme 


adv > .. 
Wt ms . 
ty endgame. > 
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The Tranſlator. 


Atheiſme, there of Ignorance ; Here thou art inſtrutt 
ed to Preach jn an Epiſtle, there to Comrt thy Frien 
in a Sermon ; this luffs thy Memorie with flol 
French, that with Engliſh not worth the Stealing 

' The one commands thee to Violate the LaWes of all ay 
cient Rhetorsch. the other to obſerve none. The one wil 
give thee Rules how to ſpeak Balzaac, (or) badly, th 
other like a Poſt (id eſt) nothing at all. 

The conſideration of this ( Loving, Kind, Conrteou 
Reaaer) did much precipitate Vindication of the tim 
from Error ; or (as the Pure Hees and Shees of thi 
age ſay did even force my ſpirit to reclame the Idols 
trons from adoring that Malicious Idol the Englil 
Secretary, that Image which Nebuchadnezzar the 
King had ſet up, the Poſt with a Packet of Letters” 
and that moſt abominable Baal Balzaac : by divah; 
3ng this peece of excellent Workmanſhip , (which th 
Gods themſeves did bammer and frame in the Head 
Mounſteur La Sere, by letting this bird of P aradi 
fiy out of her (Cage, that ſhe might recreate Mortalii 
With the Charms of her Voice, and veſuſcitate the In 
rtombed Spirits of Men, from Leaden. ſleep which the for 
»er Tarantulaes bad thrown them into.Or as With mij 
reaſon I may averre, by publiſhing this new Ephemes 
des to the world, which ſhall teach thee to know the ('m 

qunition of the Planets,or erring Stars ;I mean the Cin 
ettion of wandring 'words and ſentences, uſed, ai 
abuſed by men of all ſorts ad Libitum. 7t Will read 
thee the rifing and ſetting of the Sun,or Elevation au 
depreſſion of Periods : the Eclipſes in writing, as to dr 
Pinguiſh emongft ſounds, and to know When one obſcurt 
another, or at leaſt renders it leſſe agreeable. But if this 


beeſt not yet contented with the meder ate touch of = 
| rage, 


bo 


— — 


CIP 


Tothe Reader, 


a | Ge ng 9 —I— —— 


[ 

, 7 doe,it ſhall proceed farther,and open to thee a ſluce of 
rien all other ſubluxarie Sciences Whatſoever Where cayſt 
ft ale thow have better Philoſophy then here, where it teacheth 
Mg thee how the rude matterof an Epiſtle is to be informed 
1 at with the ſpriteful Vivacitie of Phraſes, and apt Cohe- 
ew ence of Periods? where wilt thoa prove an Arithme- 
Jil tician, if not here, where thou art taught, that if ther 

add or ſubStratt but one Word from the whale number 
"rok. of an Epiſtle, thy Computation will prove falſe, and it 
mm atterly loſe the Grace and ſWeetneſſe due unoit ? If 
f thi +bow Wwouldeſt be inſtraufted in the T alticks, where wilt 
[dels thou learn a more exatt Way of ordering men and diſpe- 
gliſ ng a Battle than here, where one diſplaced, puts all 
IF the, the reſt our of order > Humanitie cannot invent a more 
Lens,” compenaions Way of ſhort writing, ſince Stenography has 
VMlf: here arrived to ſuch perfeftion, that When a man bas 
h th bat With his Name, he has both courted his Miftreſſe, 
811 Comforted the fick, , defied an enewie , and obliged a 
radi, Friend. Logick 1am ſwre, is herein her Ague, ſonce 
tali! our Syllogi/mes are ſo powerful , that except a man 
1 I would confeſſe himſelf rude, &nd unreaſonable,(and con- 
fo ſequently no Man) be can never deny the Argument. 
| mmej” What Rhetorick, 1s more pleaſing then this, where ſer- 
mu vants and eAamirers areacquined inevery Page 2 
(0 What Hl #fich more Harmoniogs then Where we are ſo 
Con rigorons ia teaching the true art of ſtops, that whew one 
» i only 3s eſcaped,the Whole Airc is nothing but 4 diſcord ? 
real 1 muſt confeſſe our Gy ammer is an Antipode to Lilly 
3 a (though infinitely more Compleat, ) for ve do nor de> 
'0 dr. cline Words : but ozely Obſolecies, and Barbariſmes; 
curti! nor have We more then two Conjugations, vis. to do you 
Frhus ſervice,and to revenge my ſelf, by which we Conjugat; 
wo all %nr othir Verbs and NoWwns bt they What they Will. 
ledgt, AZ | Behold 
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| Bebold Reaaer , beyond thy expeFtation, accker As 
magna et Ultima, heſides the Lullian : another Pana; 
or Curer of all diſeaſes befides the Gracian : and an 


: ther Caitle of knowledge beſides Records Sphere : athii 
sf thou accept with a willing mind, and 'good Intentin 


Ile defie thee: but if thow atttempt upon it With m 
waſhed hands, or a Prejudicated Opinion,l acfie thit 
and [o fare thee well. 


Thy Servant, 
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INTSRUCTIONS 


FOR WRITING OF 


LETTERS. 


_ 


_ —_ _ — 


The farlt Part. 


—— 


of the Subjeft or Matter of Letters, 


SYOthing is ſo common as writing of 
© 'G Letters, but to ſet them forth well is 
{I not ſo common. The neceſlity of 
© converling one with another ſo long 

PERGY as we live, cauſes every one to med- 
dlewithic. For ignorant menas well as Literate 
have frequent occaſion to communicate by Letters 
with their abſent friends; but for the moſt parc, 
Learned men only can perform it handſomly. To 
learn ir,one ought to have fair examples to imitate, 
& good precepts to guide him. Wherefore I have 
added to The) Secretary in faſhion a ſhort Inſtruction, 
containing the principal Rules of this Art. He thac 
a 3 will 


—_ 


Inſtradtijons for 
will Write Letters well, ought to take care of two 
things ; — the Matter, and the Form. 

e matter of Letters is any thing that 

F—_ may be diſcourſed of, wins = ex. f 

| ception. For any thing as may be ſpo. | 
Kento a friend by word of mouth when he is in 
preſence, may in his abſence be written to him. 1 
mean if wiſdom will ſuffer it. For every body 
Knowes that it is not alwaies fitting to truſt a ſe- 
cretto a Paper which may be loſt, and fall into a 
ſtrangers bands, 

This matrer varieth according to the Letters 
which one uſeth to write, be it concerning buſineſs, 
or Complements. 

Letters of bufineſſe are thoſe that 

_—_ of treat of things that concern us ; and 
nfs , They are of ſeveral kinds, as Letters 
ral ſorts, Advice, Counſel, Remonſtrance, Com: 
mand, Intreaty, Recommendation, of- 

nw fering of Aſſiſtance, Complaint, Reproof, Excuſe, 

1 and the like. 


Letters of 
Advice. 


—— 


Py A wa, wh, > rw, Ju wa Xw? 


Letters. of Advice are thofe which 
give our friends to underſtand, how bu 
Wy ſineſle go,cither theirs, or ongs, or othe! 
Jill folks. And as this is the moſt common kind oi 
i Letters, ſo it is the plaineſt, for it carrieth matte 
it along with it, fo that one need not trouble bi 
» brains to inventyt; You need onely relate how bu 
jt. ſineſſes go, even in the ſamemanner as you wouk 
{ill do it by word of month : Yet with this referve 
+ that you write not raſhly any thing, as may do ya. 
1 or your friends wrong, if it ſhould be diſcloſed; 
| which you muſt take care of, eſpeciallie when = 
Cs | ſpea 
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For writing Leters. 
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ſpeak of great men or ſtate buſineſle. 

Lecters of Counſel are of rwo kinds, |, of 
for they are written either to thoſe as de- coanfer, 
ſire your Counſel, or to ſuch as do not expe it. 

The firſt requircs not much $kill. You may 
begin with ſome ſmall complement excufſing your 
inſufficiencie, ſaying that ſome who are endowed 
with better underſtanding could adviſe him berter, 
yer ſince he doth ſo much reſpe&t you as to ask 
you counſel, you will not refuſe to give it him. 
Then you may declare what you think fitting for 
him to do ; and confirm your ſaying wich reaſons 
drawn from what is fitting, profitable, or delight- 
ful, taking care thac your reaſons be fitted to the 
ſtate and condition of him whom it concerns. 
Concluding with a wiſh, that the reſolution he 
takes may prove for his good and content. 

In the ſecond, you may follow ſome ſuch jike 
Method. Firſt you may excuſe your ſelf for in- 


- truding to -give counſel, before you be required ſo 


ro do, ſaying, you are bound unto it by the bonds 
of friendſhip. Not that you any way miſtruſt his 
own ſufficiencie ; but knowing how much the buſi- 
neſſe in hand concerns him, you believe he will not 
take itil),if you tell him what you think of the buſt» 
neſſe, which you would forbear to do to anv- 
ther, whom you loved not ſo entirely ; Bur that 
you are ſo confident he will take your freeneſſe 
here in good part, as proceeding from a heart full 
fraught with moſt tender affection towards him. 
Which done you may fall upon the matcer, and at- 
ter you have fer down your advice, confirm it 
with good reaſons, ſhewing that which you adviſe 

| a 4 him 
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him to be both honeſt, profitable, and pleaſant 
husbanding your reaſons according to the Perſon 


you deal with ; For virtuous men, and people of 
qualitie will be moſt moved by what «concerns 
thetr reputation, when men'of mean condition, 
will have more reſpe& to their profit. Young 
folks will be. carried away with pleaſure, whereas 
old men looke moſt after gain,Then you ray add 
C(ſpeciallie if you write to a better man then your 
elf, or to one whom you reſpe&) that yourefer it 
ro his diſcretion, to do as be ſhall think fitting; 


and that you have not declared your own thoughts, 


meaning they ſhould bea rule to him ; bur that he 
confcrringthem with his own diſcretion ſhould ſug- 


geſt, or with what ſome other of his friends ſhould - 


adviſe him, might more eaſilie reſolve what to do. 
Ending with a Prayer and heartie ejaculation to 
God ro bleſle his reſolution, giving it an iſſue ac- 
cording to his own deſire and content ; Butit 
you write to your inferiour, or to ſome one whon 


you are very intimate and familiar with, you may - 


exhort him to follow the advice which you give 
him,ſhewing him, that if he continue it, it is to be 


| Jome teared evill may befal him. - 


Letters, of We write Letters of remonſtrance to 
Kemou® ſuch as have committed ſome faulr to 
ſirance, cauſe themto acknowledge it, or induce 
themto make amends for it, 

They require not much invention , when we 
have any power over the Perſon which we reprove, 
or wh en we care not how he takes our remon- 
ſtrance. For then we may proceed opevlie,and 
after we have ſet forth and exaggerated his _ 
; 1eW 
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Writing Letters. 
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| ſhew bim how orievouſly be hath offended God, 


and what wrong he heth done to his reputation ; 
then exhort him to forſake vice, lead a new life, and 
make his Neighbour amends for the wrong he hath 
done him, and the like. But theſe Letters require 
more Art, when we will reprove our friends vices 
without incurring bis diſpleaſure, Firſt, we muſt 
commend his Laudable qualities, and teſtifie un- 
to him how much weeſteem him for them Then 
we may tel{ him,that as there is nothing perfeR in 
this world, ſo the luſtre of bis virtues is much ob- 
ſcured by the vices which he is addicted unto. Or 
ifweeſteem that to be roo rough a proceeding, and 
that we dare not ſpeak ſo freely to him, we may 
ſay,that his beſt friends judge ſo of him, being ve- 
rie ſorrie to ſee him given over to ſuch lewd cour- 
ſes. Then we may add, that if it were another 
whom we did not affe&,we could have been ſilent ; 
but that the love we bear to him obligeth us 
to reveal unto him the evill reports which run 
abroad of him; being ſorrie to hear thoſe commen- 
dations which are given him ſo limited with ex- 
ceptions, were it not for ſuch and ſuch vices, We 
may alſo deſire him to uſe theſame freedomtowards 
us inthe like caſe, aſſuring him, that we ſhall be 
much bound fro him for it, if we may find the ince- 
rity of his love by his not flattering us. Then we may 
excuſe him, by imputing his vices either to his 
youth, orevil companie which he frequents, ſaying, 
ve are fully perſwaded, he would not of his own na- 
ture and diſpoſition run into ſuch errours. We may 
at laſt conclude with laying before him the honor & 


profit which will redound unto him by forſaking 
of 


Inſlruttions for 

of vice, how God will love him, and good men re. 
ſpeR him for it. And how we are fully perſwaded 
he will give way to our remonſtrances, and take 
them in good part, hoping ſhortly to hear of his 
amendment ; wherein we ſhall alwaies pray the 
Lord to be aſſiſting to him with his holy Spirit. 
Letters of We write Letters of Command to ſuch 
command. only over whom we have ſome power, as 
Children,Servants,and the like. 

We need not have any rules for theſe, the plain- 

eſt areche beſt. Ic is ſufficient to let them under- 
ſtand what we would have them do, or not do; 
neither is it alwaies needful co uſe any reaſons to 
perſwade them to it, the Authority of the Writer - 
ſtanding for a reaſon. But if we think it fitting ſo 
to do, we may repreſent unto them how eaſily 
they may perform our Commands, and bow juſt 
they are, adding promiſes of reward if they obey, 
and threatning them with pnniſhment if chey 
be diſobedient. And in concluſion tell them we 
| hope they will ſo perform their duties, that we ſhall 
have no cauſe to find fault with them. 
Tetiersof Letters of Intreaty are ſuch wherein 
Intreaty. One requires ſome favour or curteſie of a 
friend, either for himſelf or for ſome other. Thoſe 
take place in all ſtates and conditions ; there being 
no man, though never ſo great and powerful, bur 
may at ſome time have need of anothers aſliſtance, 
or at leaſt may have occaſion to intercede for ſome 
friend. 

There be two kindes of Intreaty,dire& and plain, 
or indirect and collateral. We uſe the firſt ina 
thing which may honeſtly be deſired of - good 

riend; 


I —— 


writing of Letters. 
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friend ; which we muſt begin, by an aſſured ſhew 
of confidence in his love and friendſhip : Then 
make it appear unto him how eaſily he may per- 
form what you deſire, and. if need be you may di- 
re& him how he ſhall do it. And end with a pro- 
miſe of being ſenſible of the curteſie he ſhal do you. 
We make uſe of the ſecond, when the curteſie we 
deſire is not altogether fitting ro be granted ; or 
when we are not altogether confident of his love 
co whom we addreſs our ſelves. Then muſt we uſe 
ſome inſinuation, and firſt excuſe our boldneſle in 
daring to requeſt a curteſie of a perſon whom 
we never obliged by any former ſervice : adding 
we fear not to be denyed our requeſt, knowing his 
£00dneſſe, and the delight be takes in doing of 
curteſies, having often obliged many of meaner 
ranck then our ſelves, by granting them requeſts of 
greater conſequence then ours. And if we have 
formerly received any courteſie from them,we may 
ſay, that being already much ingaged, we deſire 
to run yet further in debr to him. But if we have 
heretofore done him any curteſie, it will be ſuffici- 
ent to hint at it in a word or two, leſt he may 
imagine we require the like at his hands as a due 
debr. Then we may ſhew him the juſtice of che 
thing we deſire of him, and how honeſt our de- 
mand is, and thatit is aseaſie for him to grant ic, 
as neceſſary and profitable to us. Then (if it be 
upon any urgent occafion) we may endeavour to 
move him to compaſlionate our miſery and misfor. 
tune, exaggerating the greatneſſe of it, and telling 
him he is the only friend who may releaſe us out of 


it. And finally we may promiſe to remain for ever 
bound 
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bound unto him therefore, and that we will endea- 
your with the firſt opportunity to.requite his cur- 
tefie; and if- we cannot hereafter find any way of 


requital, we ſhall notwithſtanding for ever retain 


the remembrance of his love fixed in our hearts: & 
will pray to God ſo to increaſe his happineſle, as 
that he may never have need of us in the ſame kind. 
Letters of Wewrite Letters of Recommendation, 
Recommen- when we would recommend a Perſon, or 
detio. ſome affaires of his unto another. 

In the recommending of a perſon, we muſt firſt 
ſer down what it is that moves us ſo to recommend 
him : as for examplezifhe be onr kinſman or friend, 
and that we are much obliged to him and his; 
Then we may add that he is ſuch a one that is wor- 
thy of his favour, and our recommendation, by rea- 
ſon of his vertue and goodnefſe well known to us, 
and that otherwiſe we would not ſo much as ſpeak 
in his behalf, ſaying if that he doeth him any curte- 
fie we ſhal take it as done to our ſelves. And ſo con- 
clude withintreating our friend ſo to carry the mat- 
rer,that he whom we recommend may perceive that 
our recommendation hath not been ineffeRual. 
Or ſaying we are ſo confident of his Love,that we 
fear nota denya), or that we know he will do more 
then we deſire. - 

But when we recommend the buſineſſe without 
any relation to the Perſon; as when we recom- 
a Suit in Law to an Atturney or Judge, it will be 
ſufficient to ſhew the juſtneſſe or facility, or the 
Credit or Profit which will redound unto him by 
being careful of it. | 

And when we joyn both theſe kinds of recom- 

mendations 
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mendations together, namely, of the Perſon and 
the buſineſſe, as commonly we do, then we gult 
uſe ſuch reaſons as may have relation to both, 

Letters wherein we offer our aſliſtance, 
are ſuch as we write to a friend when we 
know he ſtands in need of us; to pre- 
ſent unto him ſuch aſliſtance as he 
wants. 

For we muſt not defer the helping of our friend, 
till he defires our aſliſtance, but ſave his bluſhing 
by preventing his requeſt. 

You may begin ſuch Letters with declaring how 
much it grieves you to-hear or ſee the want,or dan- 
gerheisin; and ſay, you had rather have mani- 
feſted your affetion upon ſome better occaſion. 
But Reing he is brought to ſuch an exigent,thathe 
hath need of his friends, he ſhall perceive you are 
one of the number; that he may have richer, and 
ſuch are more powerful, but none more affecio- 
nate. Thatnow the time is come wherein you in 
part free your ſelf of thoſe obligements wherein 
you are bound to him and his : and therefore he 
need but ſhew you wherein, and how you may 
ſerve him, and he ſhall find you ready to imploy 
your ſelf, and what you bave with all your Cre» 
= ro bring him out of Trouble and ſet him 

ree. 

We ſometimes write Letters of Com- if 
plaint to ſuch a one as hath done us an 1m. 


Letters of 
proffer of 
aſſiſtance. 


- injury, to make him acknowledge his 


fault,or to reprove him for his ingratitude. Where- 
in you may carry your ſelf ſeveral waies, according 
to the quality of the perſon, and of the offence. 1f 

you 
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you would mildly complain of a friend with whom 
yon intend not to break, and whoſe offence is not 
grievous , you may do well to mix your com- 
plaints with praiſes : and ſay you are ſorrie he 
hath not ſo carried himſelf towards you, as your 
Friendſhip required : Nevertheleſſe you do not 
believe it proceeded out of any ill will, for we hold 
him too honeſt, co give offence wittingly, in that 
you conceive he hath done it through miſpriſion, 
or hath ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by 
ſome that owed you no good will; and therefore 
you are ready to forgive the wrong if he will but 
ſeem to be ſorrie for it : And then he ſhall find you 
as ready as heretofore to do you any curteſie or 

Service. | 
When you have received ſome grievous offence, 
ou may be ſuffered to complain in a higher ſtrain; 
hue nevertheleſs in ſuch ſort,that you exceed not in 
exaggeration, nor proceed not to injurious words. 
And you may begin thus; That you have long 
time connived with patience at ſuch things as you 
might juſtly have complained of, chuſing rather to 
Jet them paſſe under filence, then ſeem to breed a 
quarrels but ſince continnes ſuch, and it is feared 
he will be worſe, it is high time to ſpeak. Yet he 
hath choſen rather to addreſſe himſelf to him, then 
to Complain to a third Man. That you would 
have himſelfto judge (if ſo be Paſſion hath nor ut- 
terly blinded his judgment.) how much he is to 
blame, that you never give him cauſe to wrong 
you, but have alwaies carried your ſelf as a friend 
towards him. He ſhould therefore give you fatis- 
faRion for this injurie, otherwiſe we ſhall deteR it 
£0 
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to all the World. Bur if he will make fitting 
amends for it, you will be willing to forget ic, and 
ſhall eſteem hima friend. 

7ztters of Letters of Reproof are written to an un-_ 
Keproof grateful man who hath requited goodwith* 
evil.In ſucha c ſe,you ought firſt to put him in mind 
of the curteſies and pleaſures you have done him, 
to oblige him, and continue his Friendſhip : And 
uſe ſome Exaggeration therein if the buſineſle de- 
ſerve it, adding thereunto how unwillingly you do- 
it, being much againſt your humour, bur chat you 
are forced into it through his ingratitude. And 
thereupon you may call his own conſcience to wit- 
neſfſe, whether that which you upbraid him with be 
not true. Then make a ſhorr digreſſion, ſhewing 


how infamous this vice is, and unbeſeeming a man 


of credit, Adding howyou hoped the remem- 
brance of thoſe good turns you had done him, 
would be a ſpur to awake his Love; but chat you 
now perceive you have ſowen your good deeds 
upon an ungrateful ground, and that all the recom- 
pence you receive from him is nothing but injuries 
and outrages, as if you had been mortal Enemies. 
That you pray God to open his eyes, to let him 
know how much he hath forgotten himſelf, 

Letters of Letters of Excule are for the moſt part 
Fxcaſe.e in Anſwer of thoſe of Complaint or Re- 
proof: And they may be written divers waies aC- 
cording as your intention is either to denie or ac- 
knowledge the fault which is obje&ed tro you. If 
it be a falſhood which you intend to denie, you 
may firſt Complain of traducing t#ngues, which 


have wrongfully accuſed you to your friend, _ 
oy 
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ſay (if it be to the purpoſe) that you did not think 


—— 


hewould have given ſo credulous a ear unto them, F 


and that you hope he will alſo give way to your 
juſtiication. That you would intreat him to 
| believe thoſe reports which have been made 
unto him , are meer calumnies which he may eaſi- 
ly perceive by ſuch and ſuch circumſtances , that 
value hls Friendſhip at too high arate, and never 
had ſo much as a thought of offending him : He 
ſhould therefore expel one of his mind his wrong 
conceived opinion of you, and hold you hereafter 
co be {as indeed you are) his loving and faithful 
Friend. 
But if the accuſation be true and well grounded, 
we may excuſe our ſelves thus : That every man 
ſometime hath his failings, and we are but men, 
and cannot affirm our ſelves exempt from ſuch in- 
firmities as all others are ſubje&t unto: Thar we 
have at this time bcen overtaken, which we are 
very ſorrie for. Butthat we repoſe ſuch confidence 
in our Friends goodneſle,that we verily believe he 
will forget our offence; that we never had any 
intent to diſtaſte him,or to do any thing that might 
offend him,that we wil hereafter be more Cautious, 
and ſeek to repair this faulr by all manner of Service 
we ſhall be able co perform. If we have to do with 
ſome great man, whoſe diſpleaſure we fear. We 
muſt implore his mercy, and lay the example of 
God before his eyes, who is ready to forgive us. 
as ſoon as he ſees us touched with Repentance. 
And tell him this his Clemency will be much for his 
credit, and gain him the love of all men ; and cimt 
the reſentment we have of onr error, will incite us 
hereafter to ſerve him with ſo much the more ala- 
criti, Letters 
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Letts of Complaint ſerve to contract , * 
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OT Letters of 
Friendſhip wich one; as alſo to continue Complaint 


ic. There are divers Kinds of them, as «f vers 
Letters of Conciliation, of Viſits, of con- kinds. 
gratulation, of Cemfort, of Thankſgiving , of 
Jeſting, and the like. 

We write Letters of Conciliation to in- 71ers of 
finuate our ſelves into ſome bodies Cuncilia- 
friendſhip: And we muſt begin them #3- 
with a declaration of whatmoved us to ſeek after 
ſo much Honour as to be acquainted with him: and 
to this end we muſt make mention of ſuch good 


- parts as we have heard him to ba endowed with, as 


ofhis Aﬀabilicy, his Courage, Learning, and the 
like ; uſing a prudent variation according to the 
quality of the Perſons we writeto. Then we may 
ſay, that if he will vouchſafe to receive us into his 
Friendſhip, and admit us into the number of his 
Friends, he ſhall find us not altogether unworthy 
ofit; and upon this occaſion a little boaſt of our 
own worth, but modeſtly and ſparingly . And con- 
clude with aſſuring him that if it be our g 00d for- 
rune {as we hope it will) we ſhall endeavour to 
continue, and increaſe this Friendſhip with all man- 
ner of duty and Service, ſo that he ſhall never have 
occaſion him of the Honeur he hath done us. 
Letters of Viſit ſerve to continue friend- re 5 of 
ſhip between men when they are abſenr, Y/e. 


_ and ſupply the place of Vifits, one would afford a 


Friendif he were near at hand. There you may 
ſay, you have no greater content then to diſcourſe 
in writing with him, ſecing you are 1o far diſtane 
one from the otber, that - wa cannot do it by word 
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of mouth; that you much deſire to know howh: 
doth, & it his affairs ſucceed proſperouſly, and thy 
not deubting bur they having the like defire to 
wards you, you ſend him word how it is with ya 
and yours. That you Languiſh with deſire to ſ 
him as ſoon as poſlible may be : that day wherei 
you ſee him not, ſeem whole years to you, ani 
years whole ages, eſpecially when you receive ni 
letters from him. That you conjure him to writ 
often, and that he can do you no greater a favou 
promiſing you will do the like to him, ani 
Sive him more cauſe to complain of you 
importunity then of -your careleſſenefſe 0 
neglet. And conclude with a proteſtation of in 
violably maintaining and continuing the Friend. 
ſhip which is betwixt you, ſaying that neither dj 
Rance of place,nor length of time, ſhall cancel it ov 
of your heart: that you hope t6 make it appearit 
deeds more then in words, . whenſoever it ſhal 
pleaſe him to make trial of you ; and rhat ya 
reſt aſſur'd of the like return of love from hin 
to whom you wiſhall manner of proſperity. 

2 Letters Wewrite Letters of Congratulation to 
ef Congra- our Friends to rejoyce with them fo! 
tulation. ſome good thing which hath befaller 
them: as of ſome Office or Place they have beer 
promoted roo, of ſome good luck they have had, 
being eſcaped out of ſome greatdanger,or recover 
ed of ſome great ſickneſſe : And by reaſon of thi 
great variety of ſubjeRts, which require every ont 
to be treated of ſeverally, iris hard to preſcribe 
any rules as may be fit for them all. Onely we mul: 


obſerve, that at the firſt we muſt witnefle the con- 
rea 
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tent we received by our friends good fortune; ſay- 
ing we take as great delight therein, as if if it had 
happened to our ſelves,and that our ancient league 
of FriendMip, or tie of Kinred, ties us to it. And 
that is not our joy onely , bur a publick content, 
when all men ſee good and vertnous men advanced, 
and proſpering. Andthat with verygood realon, 
ſeeing this good fortune belongeth not ſo much to 
them, as to the ſtate which is not unprovided of 
ſuch worthy and capable men. 

Then to ſhew that we have juſt cauſe to rejoyce 
at our friends good happineſſe, We will ſhew the 
Excellency and value of this his-preferment he hath 
gotten, ſhewing that it is not of the nature of thoſe 
which paſſe away ina moment, bur that he ſha!l 
find the pleaſure and profic of it his whole lite 
time: That it is an honour which will immortalize 
his name, which hath been ſought after by many, 
but obtained by few:that it was not caſually confer- 
red upon him chrough ſome blind favour, but that 
it wasa prize and reward due to his merits, Then 
we may conclude with.a wiſh, that this may prove 
a perpetual good unto him, and ray be nor onely 
for his own particular content, but for the publick 
ſafty alſo. . And ſometimes we may exhort him to 
take occaſion thereby, to exceed himſelf hereafter 
as much as he hath heretofore Surpaſſed others,and 
to increaſe daily in vertue and goodneſle. 

If it be to rejoyce with your friend for ſome dan- 
ger eſcaped, ou may inſert in yourLetter that God 
ſaw he was yet uſeful to his family, and to the Com- 
mon-Wealth,and therefore hath preſerved him tor 
their good, Or that God who loved him would. 
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not ſratch him ſuddenly out of the World , but bath 
oiven him further reſpite to provide for his conſci- 
ence. Therefore he ſhould reſolve to imploy his 
life, which, bath as it were newly received, he to the 
glory of him that reſtored ir. - 
Letters of Letters of Conſoſjation ſeem to mitigate 
Conſo!a- evil and adverſities befalen to our friends, 
110n, which being various cannot well have 
one remedy applied to them. In general, if the 
evil which hath befallen them be not great, you may 
tell them they have no ſuch exceſſive cauſe of ſor- 
row, the ſubje& not deſerving it: that they ought 
to ſhew more courage and reſolution, and that they 
wrong their Reputation by their pufillanimitie: . 
You may intermix ſome pleaſant conceipts in your 
diſcourle; ſo you be certain that they, to whom you 
write will not be offended with it. Then you may 
put them in hope, that this their Advzrſiry will not 
laſt long; That they will ſhortly have a bappie de- 
Jiverance; and that they ſhall one day rejoyce to 
think upon their ſaid deliverance out of theſe trou- 
bles. But if ſome great diſaſter befallen your friend, 
you mult ſay his aMiction hath touched you to the 
quick, and thar you having ſo great a ſhare in ir, 
are not ſo fitting to comforc him as to condole with 
him: Yerfſince your Alliance. Friendſhip, and mu- 
rual obliging bonds tie you to apply ſome Leni- 
tive to his grief, you wil aſſay what you can do. 
Thar you will not perſwade him from grieving, for 
that would ſeem a cruel and blame-wortny inhv- . 
manity, baving ſuſtained fo great a lofle as of a 
Wife, Husband, Father or Mother &c. that itis 
fruehe hath cauſe to weep,cſpectally the wound be- 
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ing ſo green. But yet howſoever he ſhould mode- 
rate his grief, and ſhew himſelf conſtant, in bear- 
ing that couragiouſly. which he cannot with grief 
amend, (making as the Proverb ſaith) a vertue of 
neceſſity. That this miſhap would indeed quel one 
of a leſſer courage, but that we know his Conſtancy 
to be ſuch that he will not ſuffer himſelf ro be car- 
ried away with a fruicleſle grief , and wi)l not con- 
rinue tO cauſe his wound become' an ulcer, as an ef- 
feminate and heartleſſe man, but intime prevent 
the reſt. That now he may ſhew what be hath pro- 
ficed by the ſtudy of Philoſophie : and that nature 
muſt not to pleaſe him, alter her courſe, and ex- | 
empr it ſelf for one particular from thoſe Lawes to 
which the whole World is fubje&, Whena mis- 
fortune connot be withſtood , immoderate prief 
doth but exaſperate it : as the venome of ones nails, 
will retard the cure of any wound. That deing 
a Chriſtian, he ought without murmuring, ſubmit 
ro Gods Will; that this affliRion for the preſent 
is cruel and bitter, but will prove for his good if he 
make good uſe of it. That God who can find a 
cure where there ſeems to be none, will turn his ſad- 
neiie into joy after he hath tried him : chac there 
is no evil ſo great, but nay be overcome with patt- 
ence, and a firm reſolution ; tyat many men who 
have had the like misfortunes, have born them with 


. an undaunted mind , particularly ſuch and ſuch 


who are very well known to him. That we will 
pray to God tocomfort him, and bereafterto ac- 
cumulate him with ſuch bleſlings, as be may have 
juſt cauſe of rejoycing in him, 
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x We write Letters of thanks to thoſe who 
eters of h 1 
Thanks, Pave done us ſome courteſie, and we mult 
apply them handſomely, as well to the na- 
ture of the courteſie, as to the qualitie of him who 
bath done ir. Commonly we begin them with 
a commemoration of the Courteile received ; then 
we exaggerate, to ſhew we know the value of it, 
and acknowledging we were not worthy of ſich 
a favour having never done him any obliging ſer- 
vice; or if we have, that he hath now requited it 
double, treble, or a hundred fold. That bis cour- 
telle came very ſeaſonadle, when we had moſt need 
of it, that he hath lrolpenus, when we were for- 
ſaken, defended us with his credit, opened his purſe 


and relieved our wants,and expoſed himſelf, to ha- 


tred and danper ; to get vs out of trouble. That 
we wiſh he may never be reduced to the ſame 
ſtraight, to have need of us upon the like occaſion; 
Bur if that ſhould chanceto befal him, he ſhould 
find we would ſtrain our ſelves and our credits to 
the nttermoſt, to reſtifie how much we reſt behold- 
ing co him. And if the courteſie, we have received 
from him be ſo great that we find our ſelves unable 
to retaliate 1:,we may ſay we wil pray to God to re- 
ward kim; & promiſe him that the remembrance of 
his Love ſhall perpetuallie remain engraven 1 the 
bottom of our hearts, and that we ſhall have an 
cverlaiting reſeritment of his Courtefie, Which 


kind of completnent we may alſo make uſe of, in. 


caſe the Perſon thacharh done usthe courteſic be 
of ſo high a qualitie and condition, that he looks 
not for any other ſatisfaRton from ns but thanks. 
| uh Letters 
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Letters of mirth and jeſting take place 

but onely amongſt familiar friends ; and 7!t's 
there can be no certain rules given concer- bog 2h 
ning ſuch Letters: for nature coatributes ; 
moſt to it, which if we ſhould go about to force, or 
ſtrain,we run into danger of committing ſome im» 
perintencie. Onely we muſt have a care that our 
jeſts and conceipts be civill, and not offenſive to im 
ro whom you write,nor any other ,not doing like 
thoſe indiſcreet Perſons, who(as the Proverb ſairh) 
had rather loſe their friend then their jeſt. The 
circumſtance of things we mean to make a jeſt of, 
and of the Perſons whom we ;jeſt with, will eaſily 
teach anadviſed man how he ought to carrie him- 
ſelf therein. Here we may alſo note, that jeſts are 
not properlie the ſubſtance, or a particular kind of 
Letters : but as a kind of ſalc to ſeaſon rhem with- 
al. 

Mixt Letters, which treat of ſeveral mat- 
ters. Be it of affaires: or of comple- , 
ments, are not likewiſe a new kind of Ler- 
ters : but onely joyn together ſome of the ſor- 
mer. They are the commoneſt of all : for we ſel- 
dom write any Letters upon one onely ſab;eR. 
And Letters concerning affaires ordinarily begin 
or end with ſome complement, We need not there- 
fore hereupon give any particular rules : for he 
that can Pen a plain Letter well, cannoc fail in the 
writing of mixt ones: but the more matter he hail, 


w— LT 


Mixt 
clierns, 


the better will he perform what he gcech abour. 


Fivallie we muſt obſerve, that though 
the forementioned dire&ions chiefly con- 
cern thoſe Letters which are firſt written, 
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without having been inſtigated by any forme 
ones, Yet it is an ecaſiematter to fit them fo 
Letters of anſwer ; ſo that we need not make; 
particular treatie thereof. Thoſe Letters whic! 
we anſwer preſcribe the matter, and nothing i 
therein required bur to ſatisfie everie particular, 
far as we can, or wiſdom will permit us. InLe& 


ters of buſineſſe we muſt not leave any particula 


unanſwered which deſerves an anſwer ; In thoſe 
complement there is not alwates ſo much exaQneſk 
required, It is ſufficient, if we write not any unbs 
ſeeming thipg, nor violate the lawes of friendſhip, 
Bur in all Letters ſpeed is very commendable ; fo: 


_ we ſhewwe make accompt of him we write ti 


when we baſten to anſwer his Letters : and one cat 
not delay thedoing of itlong without making 1 
ſhew of contempt or lazinefſe. And if the natur: 
of the affaires concerning which we arc to give at 
anſwer be ſuch, that: we.cannot ſuddainly retur: 
one, we may do well not to hold our friend long it 
ſuſpence : but ſend him a word or two ſignifie unt! 
him that you will'not forget to [ſatisfie his requel 
ſo ſoon as poſſible you can. And if you will an 
ſwer a Letter in which is contained ſome thing 
which is offer.ſive or diſtaſtful co you ; You may 
do well to defer the anſwer a while, as well for 
fear of being carried away with choler; as to give 
your friend time to adviſe better, and ſoro avoid 
the breaking off of friendſhip by too much precip! 
earion, a Fo | | \ 
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Writing of Letters. | 
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The Second Part. 
Of the form of Letters- 
BY form I mean all that is reqiured in rm of 
Letters (beſide the matter to frame Letters. 
them well. 

Herein I place in the firſt ranke the parts Pers. 
of Letters which are either common or particular. 

Common parts of Letters are theſe which are 
alike inall Letters ; as ſuperſcription,and ſubſcrip- 
r10N. 

The ſuperſcription of Letters is two- ſuperſcrip- 
fold, the one externa],the other internal. tion. 
The outward ſuperſcription is that, which is on 
the outſide of Letters when they are folded up and 
containeth the name and titles of him to whom we 
write,and his place of abode. Butthe chief thing 
we muſt take care of herein, are his titles, to give 
everie one ſuch-as befithim,or he deſires to have; 
otherwiſe his Letters are not well accepted of 
and breed diſtaſt. 

' Wegive the title of Lord to Princes and great 
Lords and Crown officers, as the Lord Marſhal 
Chancellour, Secretaries of State,chief Preſidents 
in Courts of Parliament and the like, and the ſuper- 
ſcription muſt be in this kind. ay 

To My: Lord, 

T he Lord,N. 

Chancellour of Fyaxce &c. 

Admiral Fc. 

Governor of Poiftou &c: 

At Paris. Lyons &c. 

And there muſt beas great a diſtance as may 


i Inftruftions for 
be between the firſt and ſecond line, becauſe the 
further chey are diſtant, the greater reſpeR the! 
ſignitie. 

To other perſons we write. To Mr, Mr. MV. fog) 
ther with their Titles, Offices, or Profeſſion. A 
Paris, Roan, &C. 


And likewiſe we muſt leave a preater or eſſe 
diſtance berween the firſt two lines according to the 
honour we intend to yield him. | 

When we write to our inferiours and ſuch as ar 
of mean quality, we ufe abbreviates in the Super 
ſcription, in this manner. | 


To Maſter, Maſter N. Or 
To Mr. Mr. N. Or 
To Mr. IV. | 

We muſt obſerve the like difference in writingt! 
women. 

Forto a Princeſle or great Lady we ſhall write 
To the Lady, Lady N. with her other Titles and 
Qualities, leaving alſo 'a great diſtance betweet 

the firſt and ſecond line. Wherein we, muſt not: 
that we givethe Title of Lady, not onely to thok 
whoſe busbands are Lords, but alſo to others 0 
meaner ranck and qualicy; To whom we write to 
Miſtreſs, Miſtreſs, NN, or with abbreviates. Orto 
thoſe who are yet of meaner ranck,to Madam M> 
dam,N. Orwith an abbreviateto the La. La.l, 
Or tothe meaneſt, to Dame MN, 

The inward Superſcription is that which i 
ſet within ſide of Letters, uſing the Titles of 
Lord or Maſter, Lady or Miſtreſs, at the be- 
Sinning in a line apart with a great diſtance be- 

eween 


ewe 
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eween that and the ſecond line, as Sir, 


T have received your Letters, &c, 


But thoſe whom we will not ſhew fo much re- 
ſpe& unto, we joyn it with the body of the Leer 
inthis manner, Sir, 1 have underſtood, &c. 

Thoſe who are of Kiv, add after the Title of 
Maſter, or Miſtreſs, their degree of Kinred ; as 
Sir, and moſt loving uncle, or Miſtreſs, and moſt 
loving Couſen. But we muſt not uſe this in exter- 
nal or outward Superſcriptions, for ſometimes it is 
not fitting that thoſe who carry the Letters ſhould 
knovr there is any alliance between the parties 
which write to one another, We do not ſet down 
his name whom we 'write to inthe inward Super- 


Sl ſcription,unleſſe it be ro one of mean condition,as 


rite 
and 
veer 
note 
10k 


if a man ſhould write to ſome Trades-man, in this 
kind, Mr. Ormond, 3 would deſire you, &c. or 
Mrs. Chopin, as ſoon as you ſhall receive this Letter 
&c. or Mr. Pater, or Mrs eFaze. 

Inthe body of the Letters we uſe to give great 
ones the Titles of Highneſſe or Excellency ac- 
cording to the cuſtom, and we alſo reiterate the 
name of Lord or Maſter, when we will ſhew him 
reſpe&, though he be not of any high condi- 
tion. 

The Subſcription is placed atthe lower $u5cii- 
end of the Letrer,and in writing to great 7% 
ones mult be framed in this kind, Your moſt hum- 
ble and moſt obedient ſervant, NN, Or your molt 
obedient and moſt obliged ſervant, N. To thofe 
of leſſer degree your moſt bumble, and moſt 


- 


atrectitOnacte 


go 
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affe&tionate ſervant. Or your humble and affed; we 
onate ſervant. And to thoſe of yet meanerco: It 
dition. Your affe&ionate, to do you any curte our 
ſie. If itbe a woman that writes, ſhe ſhall pra 
Your ſervant, &c, 1 


When we write to perſons of quality we uſet; IFC 
leave a great diſtance between the body of the Ls ©9M 
ter and the Subſcription, the body of the Letter a thin 
waies uſing to end with my Lord,or Sir, Madam, q ©! 
Miſtreſs in a line apart, diſtant a mean ſpace fron Mc 
that which precedes. Otherwiſe we leave noth orde 
much neither in the one nor the other. , uſin 

When thoſe who are of kin write to one anothe, Mat 
the greater doth wel] to expreſle the degree of Kis © 
redin the beginning of his Letters, but hexhat ild 7 
the meaner quality muſt be content to ſpecifie inthe. © 
Subſcription. care 

Beſide the Subſcription we uſe to ſet down tle YT 
date, containing the place from which you write, © 
with the day and year wherein you write. Butit' 20d 


is not alwaties convenient to mention the place, an ther 
then you may omit it. Some uſe to ſet down the _ 
ne 


date above their Letters before the Titles of Sir,o! 
Madam. ſom 


; . ,- Tea 
The particular parts of Letters are thoſe which, | 
vary in all Lerters, as the Exordium, Diſcourſe,anl{ 
Concluſion. fon 


An ordinary Exordium contains ſome 
ſmall Complement to infinuate your ſelf? in] 
into his favour to whom you.write, and a ſhort pro-, cor 
poſal of what you intend to ſay. But wedonot the 
uſe any ſuch thing but onely in long Letcers ; _ 
| Z ſpeak : 


Exotdium. 


> Orr ne II 19, 


writing of Letters. 


ſpeak of affaires of concernment. For otherwiſe 
we preſently fall upon the matcer. 

Inthe Concluſion we uſe to teſtifie Concluſcox. 
our affetion, and ſet down our hearty wiſhes, or 


; prayers for his proſperity, to whom we write. 


The Diſcourſe of Letters is various Diſcourſe. 
ccording to the matter therein contained. We 
ommonly obſerve no order therein, but ſpeak of 

things, as they chance to fall under our Pen, not 
caring much or ſtanding upon: any connexion ; un- 
leſle ſometimes in Letters of anſwer we follow the 
order of thoſe Letters which we write an anſwer to, 
uſing ſome ſmall tranſition, when we come to ſome 


- matter which differs from the former. And ſo much 


concerning the parts of a Letter. 
Inthe ſecond place the Stile and Phraſe 5:4. 

of Letters is to be conſidered ; it ought to ſavour 
carelefleneſſe, not much differing from our ordina- 
ry manner of ſpeaking. Rethorical figures, eſpe- 
cially Exclamations, Apoſtrophes, Proſopopeias, 
and the like are no waies fitting in them, no more 
then long Periods. But in Letters of Complement, 
we may ſupply the barrenneſs of matter by ſmooth- 
neſſe of words. And in all Letters there muſt be 
ſome Elegance and grace which may invite him to 


. read them with ſome conſideration, flying affeQati- | 
, On onely ſo far as yon may avoid ruſticity, 


or Barbarous and improper words or Phra- 
ſes. 

- Thirdly, we muſt obſerve a ſeemlineſſe Scemlixe/s. 
in Letters, Wherefore we muſt ſeriouſly 


conſider what befits the thing we ſpeak of, and _ 


the time, and place wherein we live. _ 
cae 
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the perſons of thoſe as write, as well as of thoſet 
whom we write. For it would not be ſeemlyt 
write to a great perfon in the ſame manner as yr! 
would write to your equal, for it might bothrbe us 
ſeemly and offenſive. And that which beſeemet 
an ancient man ora Perſon'of Authoricy would ng 
. befit a young man, or one of a mean rank an 
condition. And. we muſt ſpeak otherwife to 1 
Souldier, then we would do to a Scholler, or a[a 
dy. Wifdom ſhould therefore guide us in ou 
writing, without which we ſhall make our ſelves: 
diculous. 

In the fourth place brevity is very con 
mendable in Letters, which requires to han 
them neither too ſhort nor too long, but to ut: 
a mean, Weholdita mean, when iris proport, 


Brevuily. 


onablerto the matter, which ſometimes ought to bt. 


enlarged, and ſometimes reſtrained : whereforesz 
there ought to be no ſuperfluity, nor tautolipies, h 
there muſt be nothing omitred which may conduc 
ro the explaining of the buſineſſe in hand. As fv 
long Letters conſiſting of diverſe ſheets of Pape; 
wherein 1s treating of ſome point of doctrine, the! 
may better be termed books then Letters. 
Plaianiſſe, IN the fift place they muſt be writtenir 

a plain Language, eaſie to be underſtood 
For ſometimes they may contain buſineſſes, which 
are not to be communicated to a third man, by cal 
ling him to the expoſition of them. And this per- 
ſpicuity is to be meaſured according to their capaci 
ty to whom the Letters are direted, who ſometime 
"wie conceive what others can hardly compre 

end, 


Sixtly, 
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Sixtly your Letters muſt be written p,;,,,7, 
fair without any blots, upon fine perfumed 
and puilded Paper (if you pleaſe) and with large 
Margins. For whataRion is in a ſpeech, the ſame 
is writing in a Letter. 7tſhould not tire the Readers 
eyes, but be written ſo fair that ic may delightthe 
ſight with looking upon it, fearing leaſt it ſhould 
be bad written, in blotted CharaRers he may over- 
ſlip ſome buſineſſe of concernment. 

In the ſeventh and laſt place they muſt $eating.. 
be neatly ſealed, with ſilk, and Spaniſb wax 


or otherwiſe. But if you uſe ilk it ought to be of . 


colour befitting the Writer, black if he mourn,both 
the waxand ic, And if you make upa packet of 
ſeveral Letters, you muſt preſſe them dowa in ſuch 
fort, that they may take up but lictle room. 
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LET T E R S 
COMPLEMENT. 


TEM * EPR 


SIR, 


YS2R2eoT ake ſuch delight in rendring you my 
= \ PI) ſervice, that] remain alwaies the firſt 
242 ſatisfied chough I acquit my ſelf. And 
Ve chat which makes me ſo careful in 
5 ſeeking Occaſions, is, that you ſhould 


not reproach me to have omitted any, Yet in this 


without Complement, 
S;r, 


Torr moſt humble ſervant; 


k «Another 


= The Secretary 
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Another uponthe ſame Subjett. 
SIR, 


| Defie you to accuſe me of neglect in the per: 
formance of my duty , the paſſhon which 
T have to your Service being ſo violent, that it nob 
riſheth in me a continual Care of ſeeking Oppor 
tunities to make it known. To the furtherance 0 
which, this Letter offered it ſelf moſt happily, h« 
ving charge to allyre you from my part, thar ofl 
the ſervants your Merits Merits acquired you, [ an 


Ser, 


Them:ſt hamble and moſt faithful. 


_ —_ 
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—————— =. 


SIR, 

Am by ſo many obligations Youre, that the on 

Ip want of Occaſions to give Teſtimony of 1, 
breeds all my Difcontents. Eſteeming my ſelf ur 
fortunate in nothins ſo much, as thar the Pailtor, 
which carries me to your Service, proves as unpro 
firable as extream. Which forceth me to havere 
courſe to Intreaties, befeeching you to honour m: 
with your Commands, thar (other means failing) 
my obedience may oblige you to beiteve thati am 


Sir 


Tour meſt ba nble ſervant. 
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Another npon the ſame. 


SIR, 


Muſt diſcharge my heart intelling you thatI 
ES you more then all che reſt of the world. 

Tis true your deſert impoſed the neceſlity up- 

on me, but it did not give me the inclination : 
though 1 beſeech you to believe that I was very 
willing in the conſtraint, having ſuffer'd no other 
violence, then what my Reaſon and Judgement 
offer'd me. You ſhall have daily new proofes by 
the Continuation of my Duty, and by the quality 
which I bear 


Szr 
of 


Yoxr moſt humble ſervant. 


——_— — 


CAmther upon the ſame ſubject. 


SIR, 


F you expet nothing but Complemenrs: from 
me, you ſhall never receive any, I am a Sworn 
enemy of Courtſhip and Civility towards per- 
ſons whom I honour extreamly, as I do you; it 
ſufficing.me thac I perform my duty in their behalf, 
and that I rake care to do it with a good Grace. 
This is the Study in which I practiſe my ſelf, and 1 
Þ 2 beſecch 
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. _ --. — Faſt 
beſeech you think that I will not loſe the leaſt « _— 
caſion to witneſle it to you, becauſe I tinde myi 
tereſſed in the Reſolution which I have takeo,: 
be all my life 


br 
ole 
Sis : 


Y oar moſt humble ſervant. 


pins _ I ed 


Another upon the ſame. 


SIR, [ 


Hough I have told you a thouſand time) 

word of Mouth that T am your Servant, | that 
my Pen ſhall once again aſſure you of the ſamet ,,., 
peQting till you oblige me,to more Eminent prov: 4, ; 
which I conjure you to do, and (if you be pleaſi g,q; 
ro prevent the occaſion by ſome Command, ti 
may ſatisfie my Imparience, to make you know? 
confeſſe ar the ſame time, that you may have me 
powerful, and more conſiderable Servants, | 
never 

Sir, 


A more hamble, or more faillj 
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Anſwers to the Letters of Complement. 


SIR, 

> Never made doubt of your Civilitie and 
Courtcſie, but of my own good fortune, 
in meeting with the means to requite 
them. Yet I intreat you to belteve, 
» | that hereafter I will imply all my cares to witneſle 
\f unco you my good affeRtion, and if ill means ren- 
0: der them unprofitable, I will dic for my own fatis- 


fation, 

# SIR, 

: Your very bumble Servant. 

« Another Anſwer, 

it . 
SIR, 


Eſteem too much the Honour of your Remem- 

- I brance. not ro defire the continuation, and with-- 
| allro beſeech you for ſome Employment, where- 
NT may witneſſe the Paſſion which I have to your 


” fervice. For which I will iimportune you hereaf- 
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| 
cer, deſiring by deeds rather then words to{: : 
you ſee, that I am extreamly, YN 
f 

[ 

| 

{ 


SIR, 


Your moſt affetlionate ſervant. 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 

Hough this in ſome ſort requite the favour, 

your remembrance, yet I cannot ceaſe to bei 
debted to you, when I conſider, that your cout 
lie prevented my reſpe&ts; But I beſeech you 
magine, that forthe timeto come, I will be ſo ca 
ful to diſingage my ſelf, that yon ſhall have gr: 
ter cauſe ro complain of my importunity, thenr 
ſilence. which I have reſolved never to keep,wlt- 
Four Intereſts cblige me to the contrarie, asn 
king Pablike profeſlion to appear in all places; 


S1R, 


Toar mot humble Servast. 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 
Will be fo preſumptuous (ſince ' --a deſire it}; 
to believe you loveme; but upon conditic 
that you will likewiſe acknowledge the _ 
whi 


art 1, 


— ao —— 


tolr 


—_—. 


Part't. in Faſhion, | 7 
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which I have to ſerve you, For as it onely makes 
me merit the honour of your Friendſhip ; ſo | ſhall 
be very glad, that you would everlaſtingly conſerve 
the remembrance of it. Continue then in loving 
me as much as you pleaſe, and likewiſe eſteem in- 
fallibly that I am, more then all che world be- 
ſides 


SIR 


your moſt humble ſervant. 
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Another Anſwer, 


SIR, 


Hough TI give you very humble thanks for the 

Honour of your Remembrance, yet I ſhall 
alwayes remain indebted co you, as making more 
account of the leaſt of your favours, then all the 
reſpeRsIamableto render you. Continue onely 
in obliging me of thar faſhion (though I be intire- 
ly yours already) and believe ( if you pleaſe ) that 
T ſhall never be capable of other ' reſentment, 
on which ſhall witneſſe the quality that L 

car 


S1R 
of 
Jour moſt hum3le ſervant; 
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Another Anſwer. of ſo 

intl 

STR, Rep! 


F Am not ſo unfortunate as I thought Iwa, cont 
ſince I hold ſome place ſtill in your Memory. Ye, £0 5 
the Grief which I have, not to deſerve this Ho- con! 
nour, has reduced my thoughts,to ſuch a Modera. 
tion, thatIam in doubt whether I ſhould com 
plain or rejoyce: It remains in you onely to al. 
lay the difcontent of my Mind. by giving me ſome 
Employment in your ſervice, which may witnefl: 
the Paſſion IT have to maintajn the Quality 


SIR 

of 
. 
Jour Ve) humble [exvants - [ 
| | nd 
_—_— - TN A YT . 01 
I ORRO CARRIE CID - 3/9 £ SJ C 
ey of 
_ Letters tocomplain of a Lonz Silence. eat 
Cal 
S 1R, = 


& He Friendſhip and Service which here 
rofore I vowed you, force me at this 
preſent, ro demand the reaſon of your 
2 Silence. I do net doubt but you al- 
ledge a ſufficient excuſe to authorize ic, yet I be- 
ſeech you think, that how lawful ſoever it be,I 
ſhall never leave off Complaining : you may = 
8 —_ | cen 


are 1, 


was, 
Ye. 
Ho- 
era. 
OM: 
) al, 
Ome 
eſſe 
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——— 


tend the want of Occaſlons, or the ſudden Accident 
of ſome Sickneflſe(which never moleſted you except 
in thought)whereby to Juſtifie your ſelfagainſt my 
Reproaches. Burt all this is not able to ſatisfie me; 
confeſſe your fault, aske forgiveneſſe , and you 
go a nearer way to work, that's the onely way to 


conſerve eternally, 
SIR 


Jour very bumble ſervast. 


_— 


-— —_— —_— 


Another upon the ſame. 


SIR, 

Shall break with you at laſt, if you break not ſi- 

lence, imagining that you love me but a lictle, 
fince you have forgot me altogether. I beſeech 
you deal more familiarly with me, if my friendſhip 
be any way conſiderable, or you eſteem me worthy 
of yours. In the humourl am now, I think you 
can no ſooner blot me out of your Memory; then] 
can raze you out of my heart, without retaining 
any thing (by my good will ) but the Quality onely 


YT. 


of 
Jour moſt humble ſervant. 


Another 


The Secretary 


— 
— 


KO ———— DR —C—— 


- Another Anſwer. wo 


SIR, 
'F you havetaken an oath to write no more! 
\ me, at leaſt ſend me the letters back ap 
which I addrefſe to you, that I may ſti]I ha 
the honour to receive ſomething from yu — 
part. Silence is a ſworn enemy of Friendlhj 
which is the reaſon that mine reproaches you 
this preſenr, being not able to endure, that after! 
ang eoreſtacion never to forget me, you þ; 
_lofe even the Memorie of having made them. Yt 
may change your Humour when you pleaſe, if y- 
deſire to renew the obligations 


SIR 


of 


Jour moſt humble ſervant. 


— 


eAnother. 


SIR, 


FI did not honour you extreamly, I could eali 
revenge my ſelf of your forgerfnineſſe, by my 
tence; bur the eſteem which I make of your 
ſerts, ropether with an inclination which carriesn 
<0 your ſervice, oblige me to aſſure you ſtill, thi 
thou! 


_ | frocidh 44 
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an! 


though you ſhould forget me, even to my name, I 
would never change the Reſolution which I hare 
taken, to be all my life 


SIR 
ret 
To Jour moſt bumble ſervant, M. 
0! aha 
ſhi 
u Another, 
er| 
ſh; SIR, % 


Perſon who honours you. ſo extreamly as I do. 

Theſe three Months of your ſilence I have kept 

my mind in the continual fetters of grief, that 
I ſhould loſe the honour of your Remembrance ; 
I beſeech you do me Juſtice, and let not all the 
World complain with me, of the little eſteem you 
make 


Yi [ Can endure no longer that you ſhould forget a 


SIR 
of 


your moſt buml{e ſervant. 


—  — — — — tes 


| Another. 


| SIR, 


O ifyou pleaſe, writeno more to me, your 


merit conſtrains me to uſe you in another 
faſhion. 


I2  TheSecreary Part 1. 


—— _ —_— — 
faſhion. Ican never weary my ſelf, in executing 
your Commands, andleſle in acquitting my ſelf 
when Occaſions are offer'd, yet I do not defire 
that you ſhould efteem your ſelf obliged to me, 
forT ſatisfie my ſelf alwaies the firſt, following my 
inclination after I have honoured your vertue, be- 
cauſe equally both the one and the other force me 

to carrie, to my Grave, the Quality 
SIR 

. of 

Jour moſt humble ſervant. 


£70016 8709,0'0:90; 


Anſwers 20 the Letter Complaining of 
Silence. 


Ou oblige me with ſuch a good 
Grace, in Complaining of me, 
that TI:am conſtrained to give you 
thanks inſtead of reproaches. 
*Tis not becauſe I wane lawful 
excuſes to authorize my Silence, 

But the Intereſt which you take in 

ir, makes me to condemn it, aſſuring you, that here- 


after you ſhall accuſe me of Importunity rather 


then neple&t, *Tis the Proteſtation 
S1R 
4 of 


Your molt bumble Servant. 
nothet 


- 


8) 
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Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 


T is not needful to excuſe my ſilence, ſincel till 

indure the Pain of it, by reaſon of a ſickneſle, 
which moleſts me continually. But though your 
Reproaches proceed from: your Aﬀection, yetT 
aſſure you they Intereſſe mine extreamly, being you 
doubt of the continuance of it, I beſeech you 
think, that I am nor of an humour to forget thoſe 
whom I honour asI do you, and that excepr I be 
again reduced to the extremity I was in before, I 
ſhall alwaies acquic my ſelf of that which I owe 


you, in Quality 
Sir 
of 


Tonr moſt humble ſervant. 


— — w— 


Another Anſwer. 


©. ro Sr WE NY er, OO LOI A 4 


SIR, 


Tr our reciprocal friendſhip could not be conſer- 
ved but by Letters, my hand ſhould be alwaies 
upon the Paper, to give you continually ſome new 
aſſurance or other; But knowing that ſhe ſubſiſts 
of her ſelf, through her own ſolidity, I con- 
temn all the Paintings of Civility and Cemple- 
ment. How little knowledge  ſoever yo 
ave 


—_— 


n 
rr er I——_ 


14. The Secretary 


F..raih I 


have of your own Deſert, you may eaſilie knon| Oy 
without being a Prophet the dear eſteem I make 
you, and being knowledge has truth for her obje&, 


you are forced to believe that T am really 


Sir : Y 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Annher anſwer. - lib 
SIR, 7 
Wo Complaints -ahd Reproaches, are too. ge 
agreeable ro me, that Iam forcet| to give qu 
you thanks, knowing they proceed from an acceſſe, +74 
of affection, and zeal. *Tis true T have been ſi- gy 
lent too long, but I pray you believe, that the Mis! jn' 
fortune which impoſed ir upon me, hath given me an 
ſuch a Penance, that I delerve Pardon, thoughit hs 
were the moſt enormous crime of the World. 1 
will not now make a particular recital of all the 
Accidents which have befallen me, for fear you 
ſhould Judge me as Importune in thar, as in the 
other you eſteem'd me negligent : It ſuſficeth me 
to put you in minde, that I am alwaies, what I al- 
wales was, 


Sir 
Ton myſt humble ſervant. ] 
Anothir rt 
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Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 

y'OU are too Juſt to Condemn me without 

L hearing me ſpeak. *Tis true I have been ſome- 
what too long in acquitting, by the ordinarie'Com- 
merce of Letrers the debr which I owe you, 'but 
the miſchance of the Prifon where I am ſti!l, can 
tell you, that though my hands be free, yet their 
liberty is altogether unprofitable ro ſerve them in 
that which you defire. Content your ſelf then 
(if you pleaſe) with the ſervices I am able to ren- 
der you, that is, in good will and thought : with- 
out accounting this for one, ſince *tis both by ha- 
zard and an exceſſe of good Fortune, thatT ac- 
quit my ſelf of it. And believe aſſuredly, that 


* into what extremity of adverſe fortune ſoever I 


am reduced, I will alwaies conſerve the paſtion] 
have to your Service, as being without Fiftion 


Str 


Your moſt bumble ſervant. 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 


] Would I were lefe handed, that I might acquit 
my ſelf of the Service I owe you, being unfortu- 


nately lame of the righthand : which has obliged 
me 


G_ 


I6 The Secret ary Pan; 
me to make uſe of a ſtrange Pen, to excuſe mi 
lence, and toaflure you, that though I ſerver: 
ſelf of another mans endeavor in writing this [:. 
rer, yet *tis my ſoul that conceived it, and my he 
that gave the Dictamen, being very glad ton 
neſſe unto you the Truth of my thoughts, touchi: 
the Refolution which I have taken to make my 
remarqued in all places 


Sr 


Tour moſt humble ſervant. 


daily to the obligations of thot 
who are molt intirely yours, | 
am reſolved to let you tak 
your courſe, and buſie m 
thoughts onely in ſeeking 06 
caſions to revence my (elf. Anl 


if my misfortune in this Put: 


ſuit continually render my cares unproficable, yt 
for your ſatisfation i ſhail alwayes have a goo 
Wi 


Ince it is your pleaſure to «6 


131; 
y bet 
0 nt 
chi: 


Ny & 


my! 
rver- 


—_—. 
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— 


Will, and Paſſion to do you Service, which I ſhall 
heartily offer you up, being L 


SIR, | 
your moſt humble ſervant. 


Another upon the ſame. 


SIR, 

Do not intend that theſe chanks which I give 
you for the favour wherewith you were plea- 
ſed co honour me,ſhould paſſe in your opinion 
for an acknowledgment: I revenge my ſelf on- 


bl ly of your Civilicy, expeRting to meer with an oc- 
>). caſion, wherein 1 may witneſle with Services rather 
&; then Words, rhac I am unfainedly in heart, and 


* ſoul, 


SIR, 
Jour moſt hamble ſervant. 


Another upon the ſame. 


SIR, 
Confeſle you have obliged me with a very good 
I Grace, and ſo perfectly, that 1 ſhall cemain in- 
debted to you all my life. I would ro God 
ſome Occaſion would offer it ſelf, which I mighr 
imploy in your ſervice, thereby to witneſle, that as 


| your favours have been extream, I will attempt 


all extremfries to revenge my ſelf. Theſe areno 


diſcourſes of Complement, my heart ditates ro my 
C Pen 


I - 1he Secretary Pani: 


——_ 


ly, _ .S1R, 
of your moſt humble ſervant. 


Another. 
SIR, 
Know not in what Tearms, to give you Thai 
for the favours which your Generous diſpol 
tion has been pleaſed ro beſtow upon me. | 
am ſo unfortunate an Orator, that I am out! 


all hope to acquit my ſelf, that way. Tt ſuffice 


me, to put you in mind of the Paſtion which 1h 
to your Service perſwading my ſelf , that then 
membrance it will excirate in you ſbal ſupplicarek( 
the default of my Capacity, aud that Confidetid 
the Ardor of my Zeal, racher then the beauy 
my Diſcourſe, you will content your ſelf withn; 


— 


Disability, and thac I aſſare you once again , hy: the 


perfectly Iam , 
S1R, 


Tonr very bamble Servart. 


— —— 
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Another uponthe {ame. 
SIR, F j 


I* I had been more happie or more'powerfil, 


Pen, all that my Pen writes to you, with afſurand 
that 1 will not long unproficably bear che Qu 


< 


had already required your favours inſtead oft: 


ving you thanks ; bur being unfortunate #! 


am,and in ſuch a degree of Imporency, I have 
thing left but words to ſend you, as an acknowle{ 
ment of your Deeds, *Tis crae, they are wor: 


10! 


4 


mo 


it!” Part 1. in Faſhion. :9 
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OO —— 


ad moſt infalliblie true, aſſuring you irom my heart 
U rather chen my month, thatI will carrie ro my 
» Grave, the Qualitie, 


SIR, 
—_ of your moſt humble ſervant. 
ank Anaher. 
— 
e { WF you expect thanks worthie your favours, 
ut! |} you ſhall never receive any of ne. Iam tar 


cet: more firto publiſh them, then requite then in 
hy: theleaſt reſpet , if the good deſire i have to 
en. diſingage my elf, do nor paſſe for iatista Hon 

{ which 1s all that I can offer you inthe ſtate I fird 
my ſeif ar chis preſent, beſeechiog you to believe 
' thatifl were cor oppreſſed, with-an extrem Mis 
ko. fortune, (ny Care and Pains ſhould ſoon witnefſe 
k;; the Occaſion which 15s offered me , to give Teſti- 

* monie how much I am, 


SIR, 
Jonr moſt humble ſervant, M. 
ul: 
.— aa 
a” 
pl: 
Ie © 2 Anſwers 


4 4 Ee et SL  4. 


Part 1, 


Fa 
— — 'S 
2 onmmany7 


20 The Secretary 
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Anſwers to the Letters of Thanksgiving. Tc 
al 


SIR, 4st! 
£Our thanks have bought my ſerviifor 
WA at ſodear a rate, >. the fatisfad'] y 
 F2>Y onwhich before I received is utter-tha 
( 2) now taken from me. Keep you La! 
'S<©-6'C2 Complements then for ſome oth fric 
and remember to uſe more familiarly, 
Sr, 


The moſt bumble of all you y ſer _ 


OD mm Een  ernue errno mers Pu rn to rr nn o—_— 


——— w________—__{CC__—_—_ oe WD 


Another Anſwer, 'Y 
/ Y - | 
SIR, * Fler 
Here is far more Honour, then Content ink. by 
ving you, ſince by ſuch ready acknowle* fit 
ments, you haſten the ſatisfation. The exc thi 
of your Nobleneſſe undoes me, not being abl!; 0\ 
endure thanks for the per ormance of my duty,s m 
therefore ſince my indeavours in your _—_y m 
be ſtiled no other, T beſeech you to vary j0 
Tearms, and to conſider me alwaies in the Qui 
Iam, 
Str, 


of yanr mofl humble ſervant, 
All 


[\ 


art r. in Faſhion. 21” 
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— 


TG 
Si SIR, 


7. | Complain mueh of the exceſſe of your Civility 
- and Courtſhip, ſince our Reciprocal friendſhip 
4stherein grearly Intereſſed. You give me Thanks 

ſervi:for the ſervice which you deſired of me, as though 

isfa&] were not obliged to it of neceſlity. Leave off 
utter-that i] Cuſtome if you Pleaſe, and know that the 

p yu Language of Complements is unknown to true 

othfriends, XY I am one, and which is more, 
| ir, 


Another Anſwer. 


Jonr moſt humble ſervant. 


—_— Ant her anſwer, 


SIR, 

! YYour Complements have put me into a very ill 

, + L humour ; Icannot write to you, but in Cho- 

© + ler, ſince you uſe me asa ſtranger, like as appears 
ink, by the ſuperfluitie of your Ceremonies and unpro- 
vie firable Thanks. It ſeems you have wholly forgot 
x&« the abſolute power that your Merit has obtain'd 
able over me, which cauſes me once again to put you in 
y,z minde, that you will be ſooner wearie in Com-. 
» manding, then I in executing, as being unreſerved- 


1 
) al . 
_ Sir, 


Your mnſt humble ſervant. 


C 3 eAnatther 
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Another Anſwer. TY 


SIR, 


[| Send you back your Thanks, to the Fnd that y, 
may make ule ofthem, when youu entertain ſor. 
perſon lefſe endeared to your lervice then Tx 
One would think by reading your Complement 
tharyou Cog with me to gain my Friendſhip, / 
pray Remeciber Sir, that I have whollie dedicat 
1t to your deſert, and therefore you are oblig 
hercalter to creat me with leſle Civilitie, and ma; nol 
freedom if you account me into the numbers ing 
your Servants, I being, - nol 
Str, - ma 
One of your moſt humble, and moſt faith, 94 


e 


$4 


——— ma_ 


eAnother AnſWer, 
STR, | 
| \ our thanks have made me reſolve to doth 
= piece of Service over again, Imagining thi I 
ſomething was omitted, fince you go about cop, *] 
me in minde of it, by your unnecefſarie Acknos. rit 
ledgement. Sir you know that kinde of affet 
rionis aiwaies ill received in the familiar Con ye 
merce of a true friedſhip, which I ſhall alwat ſe 
profels in your behalf, and likewiſe that I am, | w 
Sir 
Tour moſt humble ſervant. 


Lit! 


IS 


— 
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Letter; of Intreaty. 


He Report of your generous Diſpoſiti- 
on gtves me the boldnefle, to implore 
your favour in the diſpatch of a buſi- 
neſs, whoſe ſucceſſe depends abſoluce- 
ly on your Authoritie. *Tistrue I have 

{ ma; not the Honour to be known by you, but that be- 

bers ing a particular Misfortune of mine, I deſire it may 

- not ſerve as a pretence to the Refuſal of my De- 
- mand : Aſſuring you, that I ſhall indeavour to 
ith make a” by real ſervice, rather then name, 
| ir, 
—; Your moſt humble ſervant, M. 


m_—_— 


CAnoher npon the ſane. 


) thi SIR, 

th T Could wiſh your Command had prevented my 
fl. © Intreaties, that my obſervance might have me- 
10F rited of you the diſpatch of a buſineſſe which pre- 
ed ſents it ſelF But being the occaſion ro Impor.une 
00. you, was offer'd, when I ſought one to do you 
at fervice,l will force my ſelf ro believe that my good 
| | Will may oblige you, not to refuſe this courteſle 


Fir to 


Y oar moſt humble ſervant. , 


fit 
C 4 Anoii. er 
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24 The Secretary 


Another npon the ſame. 


S1R, 


M Y vowed Service and Friendſhip, giver. 
Y'S the freedom to Implore your favour, in beh: 
of the Bearrer of theſe Preſents.I ſerve my felf ir; 
boldly of the Power you have given me to imp. 
your Indeayors in all ſorts of encounters, but uy 
Condition that you will do the ſame in all ocai 
ons that may offer themſelves, wherein I may wi 
neſſe how much 1 am, 4 

Str, ? 


Tour moſt humble ſervant, M. 


a” om wats > ww a wa | EY 


m——— 


Another, j 


SIR, 


F you make as great account of my Tntreaty; 

I do of your commands, you will eaſily acc 
unto me this, which is, to ſuſtain with your A 
rhoritie, a buſineſſe of mine now in agitation,th 
ir may be determined to my advantage. Idon 
doubt of your Power, and leſſe of your Noblen' 
which forces me to believe that you will comp! 
with this Occaſion offer'd you, to oblige extrea 
ly, Sir, 


Jour moſt humble ſervant, M. 
Amatte 


RO EET , ras. xs WE "ee "OT. 
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Another 
SIR, 
ive: [F you complain of my Importunitie, accuſe your 


| bh.  ownfreeneſle, for if you had been leſle Gene- 
Ifjy, Tous, I had been leſſe bold. But being T know by 
mph, Experience in what a high degree Civilitie and 
t up Courteſie predominate in you, I am conſtrain'd to 
xi think, that my intreatie will not be inacceptable, 
yi which is,that you would be pleaſed co mollifie with 
» yourEloquence, that harſh conceipt that Maſter 
N. has of me. In this incounter you will oblige 
' us both together, ſince giving him to underſtand 
my Innocence, he will eaſilie give place to reaſon. 
This favour in particular I hope from your Good- 
nefle, as you on the contrary may expe all ſorts 
of Service from my Duty : In Qualitie, 


oC, 
ty; of your moſt humble ſervant, M. 
= nr rn 
A Another Anſ1 wer. 
thi 
"N S/ R, | 
ne! Hough I be the moſt unprofitable of all your 
mp! friends, yet I ſhall never fail to prove my 


zz felfoneof the moſt paſſionate ro your Service. 
The violence whereof cauſes me at this Preſent, 

ro intreare you to oblige me in ſach, or ſuch an 
Encounter. All that I can ſay to you for the 

4 firſt acknowledgement is, thac I ſhall conſerve 
'  Erernally the Memory of this favour , me 
1 
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26 The Secretary Part 1,} 


if T benotable to meer ith an Occaſion to re- ; 
venge my ſelf, that if.all carrie the Sorrow ofit' 


into my Grave, toge:.er with the Qualitie 
Sir of 
Your moſt humble ſervant, M. 


aj «yn y foam - | 
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Anſwers 10 che Letters of Intreaty. 
SIR, 


My © ſome new commands, whereby the paſl- 
ion I haveto ſerve you, may not be left unprofita- 


ble, and you ſhall ſee by my obſervanee, thatl ; 
haveno greater pleaſure in the World, then to 


make my ſelf remarquced in all places, 
”.- 


Jour moſt humble ſervant. 


Another Anſwer, 
SIR, 
] Have many thanks to return you for the happie 
imployment you gave me in your ſervice; I 
think all chings fell out according to your delire, 
which gave me ample occaſion to rejoyce, as partt- 
cipating in all things that concern your part(- 


cular. I beſeech you do me the favour, that ! 
may 


g& Have done all chat yon deſired of me, 
2 but with ſo much ſatisfation, and ſo. 
s little Pains, chat I beſeech you prepare. 
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may never have occaſion to doubt of it, ſince 
profeſſe my felf as much as any man in the World, 


Sir, 


your moſt humble ſervant, M, 


mY 


Anather Anſwer: 


SIR, 


[ Could wiſh you had every day occaſion to 
command my ſervice, that I might continuallie 
have the goed fortune to produce new proofes of 
my obedience. I performed happilie the laſt Com» 
mands wherewith you were pleaſed to honour me, 
which gives me cauſe to believe that you will not 
long let me reſt unproficable, without giving me 
ſome other ſort of imployment, wherein I may 
tinde more ſatisfaRion, as proving it more painful. 
This I beſeech you co do, in qualicy 
Sir of | 
Jour moſt humble ſervant, M. 


ES ket 
——_— 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 

| Leen ſo much facility in the execution of the 
Command, which you impoſed upon me, that I 
am aſhamed to reckon it in the number of ſervices 
which I defire to render you : It being an En- 
counter of ſo little Importance, for my ſatis- 
faction and your Intereſt, that I beſeech you 
give me ſome other Imployment , wherein 


 _ 
þ 


28 Thes eCretary Part 1, | _ 


I may witnefſe according to your Merit and my P: 
Aﬀection how unfeignedly I am, = 
SG * 


Tour moſt humble ſervant, M. © 


— —___. 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 
Ask you pardon for the long time that T har: 
T pen intheexeeuting your Commands, not tha 
I have been negligent in employing my Care, a 
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". and Diligence, bur becauſe the ſucceſſe conſiſtin! & 
We” 11] m a Strangers power, I could no ſooner give ya! - 
JON: the effects : yet let not the miſhap of this dely,: 
j FH l hinder you hereafter in uſing my Endeavours, ſin 4 
Lb I am without reſerve, ys 
| | a ! SIC, & A( 
Ws fbgul your moſt humble ſervant. | 
NI A Þ $- 
Wt +6 2M] » 
bi (HG Amother Anſwer. 4 
Th ſt 
SI R, | 


SA you deſire any ſervice of me, Ibe 
ſeeck you conſider whether it be in m 


power or no, to the end thar being unable to exe 
cute your Commands (as I am at this preſent) | 
incur not the hazard of yourreproach. You maj 
expe new proof (when you pleaſe) of the Pal 
fion which I have to ſerve you, ſince I no way de 
ſire co bear in vain the Qualicie, 
SIr 
Of Torr moſt humble ſervant, M. 


Othn 
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Other Anſwers of Excuſe 10 the Letters 


of Intreaty. 
hare 
tha SIR, 
_ A Am more ſorry then your ſelf, thatT am 
a MF not able to effet your Commands : 


tn 10” The duty which you expect, does not 
©), $4$S-S abſolutely depend of me, fo that to ren- 
der it worthily, 1 amo implore the favourof an- 
other Man, who profeſſeth co incline totally to the 

; adverſe party. Do not think thatI make theſe 

f excuſes to avoid the accaſion , which preſented ic 
— felf for your ſervices; bur believe I beſeech you, 
thatin all other Encounters, I will Comport my 
ſelf with ſo much paſſion, that you ſhall be forced 
to confeſſe I am unfaignedly, 


be 

my SIR, | 

\l Jour moſt humble ſervant M: 

Jay . . | — 
af 

le Another Anſwer, 


SIR, 
] F you knew in what diſorder my Misfortuue cau- 
ſes meto write, ;(ſince I am not able to ſatisfie 
w Yyourdeſire)you would have pitty on my AfMicion. 


being 


>, 


Ic 
IC 


- > qy_ ” 
l —— ry ce; err 
o © anne 2h ES © 
_ 2 - - 34 


IST 


i 
I 
4 ] 
: 
3 J 
4 
i 
| 
1 
| i 
n 
4 ! 
i 5 
C1 i 
, 
; 48 
of Its 
: : , 
; i ' 
1 
x i 
$3; BH; 
= 7 % 
= 7 x 
(N i” 
+ #8 
b 5 
i : 
4 *% 
' ' 
H {3 
4374 q 
+$RE! " 
46 #7 
ARES 
; | 
v4 l by 
i [1 
Ws 45 f 
"Þ Fe 
4's ; 
014 t 
12 l 
1 
TH 
Cf 
q; 
{ 80 
; 4 
fit 
i 
: i 
'T 
«N 
"1 2 
3 4 
4480 
3. oF 
ow a 
$ g 
*#: : 
k $1 { 
oF iT j? 
ry 44 
- (2\$81 , 
> VF 
#7 *E 
ET : 
EN, 5.  4C UE 
i j| 7 7s 
409 I'M 
- x. ER 
HIV: BY 4 
2K43: 7y'F 5 
q 4K 
i F 7 
= 4 
- 
-*8 
4-5 
n 1” FT: 
- {243 
** & p 
| 265 .-51 & by 
LY by bt |» 
. NR. £ 
| i 
1 04ik hs; 
4+ +5 
v..: LR 
Filk fu i 
”; 7 gr 
Hi ris 
$i s u 
be | 4M; 
>: 6 : 
i" 
'# gk 
x "7 
- FR": 1 
£ i 1 
_y 40g 
FT: Tat: 


et 
; UH 


p ESE En. . = - 
pm—_—_ — — —_ — — _ — —_ — _— - - pa 
2 I ages ——_— - TREE 0 ins AE II OI "nao Rn gy 'B 
Ix 7 2: : _ = t > SO I - 
- wo x, * © ” L ” , 5 i 


NN w——mnf 
30 The Secretary Pani® Parc 


—— 


p— — 


being it wholly proceeds from my Grief, that! þy nc 
Power to do you ſervice is taken from me. TI ſpei ſervi 
this from my heart and ſoul, and being the frien( 
ſhip I promiſed you taught me the Language,! 
will conſtrain my ſelf to believe, that it is Eloque 


- enough to perſwade you, that the onely want 


abilitie, deprives me at this preſent, of the Honor 
andContentment,to witneſſe unto you how much; 
am 
SIR, | 
Jenr moſt humble ſeruantM. Cor 
> Tan 


ESD 


CASVAS CAO LASER Yo 
- my 


Conzratalatory Letters to a friend, of ſome f - 
n 


Good Fortune h» ppened to him. = 


SIR, 
12>; 


'F you knew how excefſlively joyfull: 

NEL was atthe Newes of your good for 
77 - tune, you would make a doubt whe- 

ES ther your own reſentment might bt 


> equalled to mine orno: truly Sit 

there conld nothing be added to it , and beſids 

it proceeds wholly from the friendſhip that long. F 
agol vowed to your good nature, which is not vu . 
gar, ſince it has your deſert for the Objet. I ce 
couid ſay more, if the Exceſſe of mr gladneſſle06 yz 
would give me the freedom. wherefore for the pre. tl 
ſent I muſt ſuffice my ſelf, that you remain aſſured, © 
bow the Contentment which I take can be equalled » 


by 


—_-S — 
is PatC i, 


> I eee. EE———— 
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th by nothing but the Paſſion which I have to your 
ſped. ſervice, as being, | 


en(- SIR, 

be | You? very humble Servant, 

[Ueg 
— Hs 4th 

Nor | eAnnher, 

ich! - SIR, 


TY newes of your Promotion into that Charge, 
| which yon wiſh'd for ſo long have aided juch 
MM; Contentment and Satisfaction to my thoughts, that 
: Tam able to expreſle but one part of the joy which 
' raigns in me. Ltrouble nor my ſelf, to perſwade 
* youto it by a long diſcourſe ; your own mer:t 2nd 
* - ourreciprocal Friendſhip ( ſupp!ying the vefedt of 
my Eloquence } will give a far bette:c Teſtimony 
# then my Penis able, which has in charge at this pre- 
ſent onely to put you in mind, chat Iam alwayes 
according to my wont, 


SIR, 

0h Jour very humble ſervant. 
© - 

e- 

: CAnther upon the ſame. 

F | 

65 SI Rz Ort 


g Gb part which T alwaies took in your Intereſts, 
ſhall witneſſe unco you at this preſent, the ex- 

[| ceſſe of my joy which I conceived at the newes of 
e yourGood Fortune: and though Ibe not one of 
\ thefirſtto congratulare it with you, yet I am one 
; ofthe moſt ſenſible, inthe common Contentment 
which poſſeſſeth) the World. Thediligence, or 
de” 
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delay of a Poſt can advance, or* diminiſh nony 
dutie in this kind of encounter, ſince nothing; 
Zeal, and Aﬀecion are conſiderable, which gin 
me great confidence at this preſent, as being mg 
then any man inthe world, | 


SIR, 
Tour moſt bumble Servant. 


tas 
any 


eAnotker. 

S.IR, 
De not admire that I am one of the laſt, wi 

congratulate with you, your good fortune: th 
Joy which I conceived was ſo extream, that it coul 
afford me no ſooner the Libertie to acquit my {l, 
I know, the moſt of your friends have prevents: 
me, but being their ſatisfation is ſmall, I don? 
wonder if their diligence be the greater. As 
my part, my idlenefle increaſeth my Merit, fincetht 
ſtay and protracion proceeded onely from thees 
ceſle of the Gladneſle, 


SI R | 
of your moſt humble ſerv, 


—_ 


Anather. 
SIR, 


_ you doubt not the friendſhip which Thar. 
promiſed you, you will eaſily believe, that I wi 
extream ſenſible of the Good fortune which hap. 
pen'd you of late, buc I muſt tell you, chat as yout 


merit made me foreſee it ic you long before ir _ | 
0 


- ws. +4 


 —— 
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 ſoI wasnot much aſtoniſhed at rhe firſt recital. I 
+ wiſh you daily the like, of greater advancements, 
in; being unable to acquit my ſelf otherwiſe then by 
* prayers of the great debt I owe you. Yet how un- 
| fortunate or unprofitable ſoeverI be, do not ceaſe 


 tocontinue me inthe Number, 


SIR 
of your moſt obedient and faithful 
ſtrvans, M. 
eAnotker. 


SIR, 

you muſt imagine if you pleaſe, the reſentment 

which the Newes of your Good fortune im- 
printed in me, finceI am not able to expreſſe it as 
itisin it ſelf: Butif in this you have need of any 
ſuccour, your Memory may afliſt you by putting 
youin mind , of the Paſlion which I have for your 
Service ; *tis that onely which cauſed the excefſſle of 


| myjoy, and to which you can add nothing, but by 


honouring me with your Commands, ſince by 
that means my Obedience may give me the perfe&t 
Contentment of being able to reſtifie unto you 
bow muchIam , 


SIR, 
our woſt bumble ſervant; and 
4 : f oa faithful, 


D Anſwet's 
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Anſwers to the Letters of Congratulation. 


S1R, 


Alwaies believed you were ſo Gent 
rous, as to take part in whatſoer: 
BYE "ſhould concern me, having begun 
og ſtrit a Commerce of Reciproct 
VE @« Friendſhip. AndI perſwade my ſi 
likewiſe, that you make no doubt of the Paſlin 
which I have todo you ſervice (by which mean 
onelyI am able to Merit the Effects of your Ne 
bleneſſe.) Whercof you may be as Confident, 
of che moſt aſſured chiog inthe World, ſince 1# 
in heart, and Ton), 
z SIR, 


Your 1207 bumble Scruant,M, 


eAnother eAnſ: Wer. 


S1R, 
G_ you take partin the good fortune whid 
as befaln me, you muſt alſo participate inth 
advantage of the new Credit which it has brought: 
me-into. ' This Tadvertiſe you of, to the end thi 
you let not any occaſion ſlip, wherein you mi 
procure new proofs of my Paſſion , nor forget ti 
advice which Ipgive you; ſince ſhall die of imps 
tience, if. Iexpe& long, the opportunitie to wit 
neile unto you, how deeply I am, | 
SIR 


Your ſervant, and friend,M. 
evil 


Part 1, in Faſhion. 35 


OD, Pi. ” ooo _ rv 


CO ———— He EERIRREaS) oem ee oo A 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 


Am not to thank you for theſe new proofs of 
your nobleneſſe which you have ſhown in my 
behalf, becauſe they are ations ſo proper to 
your Nature, that without chem you could not 
poſſibly live. I muſt give you praiſes then, inſtead 
of thanks, and account my ſelf happie thatI ſerve as 
an obje&R, to your vertuous inclinations, whereof I 
ſhould become Envious, but that they do notad- 
mit any hopes of Imitation : and therefore I re- 
ſerve admiration onely to contemplate- them, in 
Qaality FO» 
Sir, 
your moſt humble ſervant, M: 


———\y 


— 


Another, 


STIR, 


"I new aſſurances which you have given me 


of your friendſhip in bearing part of my good 
fortune, have yeelded me much more ſatisfaction 
then my advancement it ſelf, as. preferring the hap. 
pinefle of yourAﬀeRion before my own particular; 
you have touched me ſo ſenſibly , in mingling my 
intereſts-with your own, that I ſhall never loſe the 
Remembrance of ſo great a favour wiſhing that ſom 
occaſion would offer it ſelf whereby 1 might in 
fome part Merit *it by the realitic of my 
; D 2 ER Se £4 
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Service, ſince 1 am, and will be , all my "= 
SIR, 
Your moſt hnmble ſervant, M, 


— 
— 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR 

rs ſeem to take pleaſure in nothing elſe, but in 
giving me daily new proofs of your friendſhip, 
as if I were able to conceive any doubt of itall. 1 
know that you could not be ſo noble as you are, 
except you took part in the Content which ] 
receive, for the happie ſucceſſe of my affair. And 
beſides making Profeſlion to love me,in chat height 
as I honour you,T know there was neceſlity for your 
fatisfation, and that you ſhonld be extreamly ſen- 

ſible of the good fortune, 


Sr, 


of your moſt humble ſervant, M. , 


— 


Another Anſwer. 
SIR, | 


| Fe not today tobe indebted to you for the 


free Teſtimonies of your friendſhip, baving gt- 
ven me ſo many proofs,that the diſability to re- 
venge my ſelf, has made me aſhamed of the Re- 


membrance. But ſince you partake of the joy 


which I receive for the gaining of my ſuit, I 


conjufe: you to ſerve your ſelf without excep- | 
tion, of all the Advantages which I have got, | 


if you would really have me believe , that 
you 


— 
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py mga 


| you account me of the number of your beſt friends 


aswell, 
Sir, as of 


- 


Tour moſt humble aud moſt 
faithful ſervant, 


Do CIT HoTo nl SEE CATIIn Hat a $errT_V 


Congratulatory Letters to a Perſon of 
Eminent Quality, 


HY LORD, 


Hough T be one of the laſt in Conpratu- 
lating with your Lordſhip the New go- 
vernment which the king has beſtowed 
upon you; yet I can aſſure your Lord- 

ſhip, thac no man fore-weat me in witnefling the 
Reſentment of ſo publike a Joy. And as this 
duty which I render you is valuable according to 
the preatneſſe of my Zeal, and not of my Dili- 
gence, ſo I thought that though it came ſomething 
late, it would not be lefle Conſiderable. If I had 
had no other objec but your Lordſhips good For- 
tune, I had prevented in this ation, all that have 


now got the ſtart of me ; bur taking nothing into . 


my Conſideration, except your Deſert, and my In- 
clinatiion to your ſervice, I gave way to my 
own deſires rather then Cuſtome, which is to make 
my ſelf remarked every where in effeR, rather than 
appearance, 

Ay Lord, 
| your moſt humble ſervant, Ms 
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Anather. 
M1y Lord, 


[| Could not be ſilent in the Acclamations of ſuch 


an univerſal gladneſſe, being forced to joyn voice, | 


to other Mens, in Publiſhing our Commune Con: 
tentment touching the Marſalſhip of France, 


wherewith the King has been graciouſlie pleaſed 
to honour you; This Aion of Juſtice is ſo high. 
lie 2pproved by everie Perſon, that your Enemies 


are conſtrained ro condemn themſelves to an ever- | 


laſting ſilence, being not able to open their — 


mouthes, bur to their own Confuſion, Live then | 
happilie with this part of good fortune which your | 


merit firſt made you aſpire to, and believe aſſured- 
lie, that inthe whole train of your Excelleacies ſer- 
vants, there ſhall be very few able to imitate me, 


Ore 


in the reſoJution which I have taken, ro carrie to | 


my grave, the Qualirie, 
| Ay Lerd, 
Of your moſt humble and mot 
obedient Scruant, M, 


an . | Sn.  _p. 
4 LE2 75 Pi ae! of FI+r Gy: LSE q itt 22 |. car 


Liter: 10 a Perſon of Note, acknowledging ſome 


notable favour recieved, 


Cy Lord, 
2 Do not render you this dutie as thanks, 


has been pleaſed to heap upon me, ſince 


reking from me all means to revenge my ſelf. Ic 
: ſufficeth 


for the favours which your Goodneſle | 


their exceſle force me to a ſilence, as 


[ —_—_———— 


—_y 
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—— 


ſufficeth me you believe, that I will ſooner loſe 
my ſelf, then the remembrance of your bountie. I 
' know your Lordſhip ſatisfied your ſelf firſt, every 
< | timeyou obliged me ; _ I cannot doſo, 
-e  Whatadvantage ſoever I take, without rendring you 
'n.  fomeſervice of conſideration, I humbly beſeech 
« Jour Lordſhip to grant me the Libercy to Impor- 
-4 tuneyouatalltimes to honour me with your Come» 

mands, to the End thatby the Innocencie' of my 
& Obſervance, you may be conſtrain'd to know, that 

if you be extreamlie generous, I am no leſs ſenſible, 


of 
| nornoleſs, 


[ b 
| 4 N My Tod, ; 
mg -1 Your m03 humble and moſt 
r | faithful Servant, M, 
e | Angther. ; 
; Aty Lord, 


' | JF you expe& thanks worthie of the Favours 

' Iwherewith you have been picaſed to honour me, 
I humbly beſeech your Lordſhip ro afford me the 
terms that I may repeat them after you for your 
ſatifation. I confeſle boldlie my incapacity to 
expreſſe unto your Lordſhip the reſentment which 


your obligations cauſe in me, as well as my diſa- 


bilitie in mecting with occaſions ro acquit my ſelf. 


But being Generous actions carrie their own re- 
compenſe along with them, all that I cando, is to 
put your Lordſhip continuallie in minde of your 
Nobleneſſe, and to publiſh it in all Corners of the 
World, together with the Quality, 

'__ My Lord, 
Of your moſt bumble and moſt 

obedient [ervants 
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Letters to 45k Pardon for 4 fault i 
Committed. | 


ka ? ; 


F the confeſſion of my fault, can meritan 


'Tistrue,l have loſt your good AﬀeRio 
by reaſon of the Paſſage laſt night, bur ſince I ws 


ſurprized by an extremitie of Anger,(which woull } 
not ſuffer me to conſider whereI was) Ileave the | 
Judgement of my weakneſſe to you, having wholl | 


condemned it my fel You know, that our firſ 


motions are ſo ſoveraign in their violence, thatin | 
contempt of reaſon they will undergo no lawes but | 
their own ; who ſhould obtain of you to conſider, | 


that inthe fault which T have committed, there ws 
more contributed by nature, then my own free 
will ; ſo that I knew not how to avoid it, I know 
at leaſt how to repent my ſelf, of which I aſſure 


you moſt fairhfullie to the end, that my moſt hum- | 


ble intreaties for your pardon and favour, may be 
made more acceptable, and the rather becauſe they 
proceed, Os 4 Dp | 
: SIR, = 
- -—  _— 
Your moſt humble ſervant, M, 


A nother 


Grace, I wil expe it from your Bounty, | 


not my intention, becauſe it is innocent, | kno 


me, 
I ha 
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Anather. 


SIR, 


Have too great an opinion of your Pietie to 
make doubt of the Pardon which I crave, for my 


; fault committed laſt night, *cis not that I fear the 
' Innocence of my intention is not able to juſtifie 


me, but becauſe I would ſet my minde in quiet, as 
I have already my Conſcience. This a&t of ac- 
knowledgement ſhould ſerve you for a fatisfaRion, 


. as it does me for a Pennance : pufing you in 


minde of the Paſſion which alwaies heretofore I 
bave had to do you ſervice, and of the Profeſſion 


' which I have made, to bear in all places, the 
Qullitie, 


SIR, 


Of your moſt humble and moſt 
obedient Servant, M. 


US T:TCE:T6:T5:07;: 


Letiers Reproaching 4 friend for the Cold- 
neſſe of his Aﬀettion. 


S 1R, 
Z==29 F I made not an extream account of 
2a 152 your friendſhip, I would not have 
'T F30t complain'd of your ſilence, nor that 
FF 4 Coldneſſe which you ſhewed at our 
aſt meeting. I ſpeak not this, becauſe I would force 
your love : but I ſhould be very glad you would 
os acknow- 
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acknowledge the AﬀeRtion which I have vowel | 
you,whereby you might be. obliged to do me juſtic} im 
in honouring me with the like yet 1 leave you th 
liberty to do as you pleaſe, againſt my will, I ſy; 
againſt my will, becauſe I have taken Oath, to liv 

and dye, | E2 


Sir, 


your moſt humble ſervant, M. 


— es. 


m—_— 2h "| fra 
Another. - unde 

| ; wher 

S[R, to | 


Am conftrain'd to put you in in minde of thoſe, this! 

proteſtations of friendſhip which once you made}; com 

me, being I perceive that yours growes alreadie| 1n as 
wearie of her wonted Conſtancie. You ſeem to; itil 
have forgot at the ſame time, both the eſteem | the 
which T make of your Deſert, and the Paſſion 
which I have to your fervice. Sir, you may change 
your humour when you pleaſe, if you would have 
me believe you are not fickle in your Promiſes, 
and that you know the Artto Conſerve eternally , 
thoſe that Endear themſelves the moſt ro you, as! 


& ——— 


do, In Qualicie, 


Sir, | mi 


| | 

Of Yonr moſt hum ie ſervant, M. | = 
Letters | 
| 


- 


— 


Is told me that you maintain'd a Certain 
diſcourſe to my diſadvantage;I beſeech 
you out of Charity repent your ſelf in 

2; time, if you would not have me con- 

ſtrain you to a more rigorous Pennance, I 

underſtand not Jeſting, if I begin it not my ſelf, 


: where correct your Pleadings, or I will cauſe you 


to loſe both your Suit and charges. T give you 


ſe, this fair warning that you may have leſſe cauſe to 


dc | 
lie! in as humble a ſubmiſſion as IexpeR, Ile then take 


complain hereafter, and when I ſhall perceive you 


to; itinto my conſideration whether I ought to be for 


"N : 


; 


; 
[x 
f 
; 


the time to come, as hicherto I have been, 
Sir, 
your moſt humble ſervant, M. 


Anatier upou the ſame. 


SIR, 


[ Underſtand that when you have nothing elſe to 
do, youtake upon you to back-bite a Perſon 
very near allyed unto me. *Tis the worſt Trade 
and moſt dangerous that you can imploy your 
elf in : buc if your wine be the cauſe of theſe 
extravagancies, I adviſe you to mingle it with 

water 


+ 1 
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water as ſoon as you can, otherwiſe I ſhall be co 
ſtrain'd to force you to ſuch a long ſilence, thaty 
man ſhall ever hear you ſpeak herafter. 'Tisth 
Charitable adviſe, if you follow it, | 


Sir, of 
| Your ſervant, M. | T 
: tion 
[EE ET > IHE ELSE [. my jt 
- waie 
Anſwers 19 the Letters of Complaints | = 
; you 
SIR, - punl 


Do not write this Letter to give you ſatisfa&! = 
on, but to comply with my own Humour, in ho 
the Innocence I have alwaies lived ; you at: hoſ 
too blame to make thoſe falſe reporters ny; = 

Judges, from whoſe ſentence I appeal as fromat, 

abuſe, yet you may believe what you pleaſe, being 

you are unwilling to explicate your ſelf any fur 

ther, And if you be not ſatisfied with the Aſl-' 

rance I give,that I never dream'd of offending you, 


 Lleaveyou to fair Paper and Ink, whereby you! xs 


may ſignifie unto me your minde, and intention, 
whether good or bad I care not, It ſufficeth me! 
that you call to remembrance the Name and Quz# | 
lity whichI once bore ] 


vr, 


Of jour moſt humble ſervant,M. 


VR 
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D 
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at nj Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 


Hoſe that told you I abuſed your kinſwoman, 
abuſe me, I know (without any Mans Intima- 
: tion) the reſpe& I owe to that ſex : and what ſub- 
= jc& ſoever ſhe had given me, my reaſon ſhould al- 
; waies have forced me to hold my peace. As for the 

- reſt, know that wine never made me ſpeak, and if 

; yoube ſo fooliſhas to believe it, I know a way to 

: puniſh your folly, I tell you what I mean to do, that 
4. you may have no pretence to ſay ſurprize you un- 
. awares, at our next meeting, where have good 
iz; hope to make you feel how worthily I canChaſtize, 
' thoſethat will not be contented with reaſon,*Tis 


EE OE TIEN 


”  thereſolution, 
a SIR, 
it] | of your ſervant as much as you pleaſe, M- 


[IEEE AER DEAE: AER SEED 2 EEE 


Letters to Inſtifie ones ſelf of 
a Reproach. 


eepea\yonder greatly at the injuſtice you 
$5 3 have A. me, being otherwiſe ſo 
&Yy| [232 reaſonable as you are : you have 
Wo condemned me upon the firſt report 


of my enemies, without obſerving 
any 


—Y 


POET Fo AC Agr - _—_ vrerae,, OIL AIP £14": 94 _ 


+a 4 


— — = g— 
As The Secretary - Pani] Part 


> — n— 


any other Formality then what your paſſion fy Ti 
\ 


On > ac—_————— go ——  —————— — 


ceſted. I muſt tell you, you appear ſomething 
violent in this Encounter, and the more. becai 
you never ſeem'd to make doubt of the paſſiq} 
had to ſerve you; Icomplain the n with reaſqy} 
becauſe your Reproaches are without reaſon, 
and beſeech you take the pains hereafter co py. 
der the information, which ſhall be made you 9; 
buſineſſe ſo important as this, and parrticulaj 
when it touches the Intereſt, 


SIR, 


} 
F 


: affec 
—! half 


Amnothey. drec 


S IR | | will 
, * ſion 


of your moſt hnmble ſervam)l, Jed | 


Do ſo highly approve of your Judgment, thi 
I begin to queſtion my Innocence, ſince it batt] 
declared her culpable : yet I muſt affure you, 
with your Permiſſion, that my thoughts did n© — 
ver contribute any thing to the fault whereof you 
accuſe me, and likewiſe condemn me , withoit, 
hearing me ſpeak. But though my misfortune were! 
alwayes ſuch that you ſhould never incline todo} [: 
me reaſon, yet my conſcience ſhould alwayes, thit 


_—_ reſt in quier, and peaceably poſſeſſe-the Quz| ” 
5 | yot 

SIC, | of 

| fol 


of your moſt humble ſervant M. 
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Congratalatory Letters to a new Mar- 
ried Man, 


SIR, - 
eRejoyce extreamly at the happie 
eletionyou have made of a wife, 
ſince I participate 'with Civilitie in 
| ware the ſatisfaction which youreceive=z 
' PX I#Hh®) being glad that you have now divi- 
; ded the power which you had acquired over my 
affections, as honoring at this preſent your dear 
half, with the ſame reſpects that heretofore Iren- 
dred to you onely. I will perſwade * my ſelf, you 
| willmake no doubt of it, no more then of the Paſ- 


I ſionT have to your Service, in Qualitie, 

" Sir : 
to of your moſt humble ſervant, M. 
L | as OE 

fo — 

| 

, - LA other npon the ſame. IT 

t Ir, WS a Dh RS 
7 IN? not expe that I ſhould formally congrata- 
f late with you the good fortune of your Mar- 
Triage, ſince intereſle my felf in all your conment- 


| ments. Jt ſufficerh me' to put For! tn'mind, that 
| your good andill fortune, ſhall 'be'the fole catife 
of all my joyes and diſcontents, as fully reſolvedt6 
| follow your Reſentmeats, in Quality 

| Sir, of yoruy moſt humble ſervant, M. 
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Anſwers to the Letters of Congratulation, | 


SIR, 


Alwaies beleiv*d that you loved me{ 
much as to participate in my Con; 
tentments , they are effe&s of you! 
good nature and nobleneſs, to which 

: Y Iamextreamly Obliged, ButT cu} ,,,, 

aſſure you, that inthe EleionT have made of:} ,1;j 

Wife, you have obtained a new ſervant , ſince ſit} 7, 

partakes already in the Paſſion, which I havev} ;,q 

ſerve you, being 
S 


, : 
your moſt humble ſervant M. wy 


as 

Another Anſwer. | Þ 

.-- NW l 

| Know you are ſo Generous, that you Intereſſ: 


your ſelf in all things which concern me, but! 
am aſhamed of receiving daily new prodfs,ſinct | 
I cannot Encounter with a fit Occaſion tore'} 
venge my ſelf, All that I can fay then is, that I ſhall | 


have che ſame reſentment in all affairs, which ſhall | 

couch your. Particular, as being by inclination 4 a> 

well as reaſon, in 
SIR, 


Jonr moſt bumble ſervant M. 
Eein1 | 


oy 
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Letters of Proteſlation of Friendſhip. 


a, 
Str, 
| Hough I have made a vor to be your moſt 
ne ly perfet honourer all my life, and not to 
_ remit one poynt of the paſſion which x 
by] bave to do you ſervice, yet I ſhall never 


ch content my ſelf, except ſome oceaſion be offered 
UP yery ſuddenly,whereby theſe words may be chang- 
g edinto effets. *Tisthe onely good Fortune which 

'! Texpe&t wich impatience, being not a little grie- 
7 ved thatT bear in vain the Quality, 


| yr, | | 
| of your very humble ſervant. 
| eAnother. 
$ Str, 
| O not wonder if ] importune you ſo often 


with my Letters, I have no greater pleaſure in 


; ttieworld thento aſſure you of the eſteemT make 
| Ofyour friendſhip, and the eternity of mind. *Tis 
| true theſe are but words; but being they are di- 
ated by my hearr, I am fatisfied in acquitting my 


| ſelf of that whichTI owe you. If occaſions to, do 
you ſervice would offer themſelves as often as they 
do, to write to you, I would give teſtimony by my 
ations rather then my diſcourſe, that I was never 
in complement, \. ; | 

= Ye 
Tonr moſt humble ſervens. | 

E Anothtr: 
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Another. 

SIR, or M' 

Ince my ill fortune deprives me of occaſiog *<0' 

ad to ſerve you, I muſt for my own ſatisfaRin {tl 
witneſſe unto you the paſlion which predony 

natesin me. I know your deſert and conditif 
have acquired you ſervants without number ; bg 

T can aſſure you with as much oſtentation, as Re 


ſon, that joyn them all together , I am ÞI» 
Sir, The moſt humble and moſt obedient. = 

: Another, © = publi 

SIR,  Fprive 

He inclination which I have to eſteem yup 198 

more then all the worid, will not ſuffer me there 

let any opportunity flip, without giving you ne loſe 

aſſurances of this truth. Not that I ceaſe to bei or 
ſha 


a continual impatiencie, of expecting occaſions 
give you more effeual proofes ; but becauſe the 
being not dependant of my will, I ſatisfie my fel; 
in letting you know, that ſhe ſhall never forcetf 
other thing, then to make open profeſſion of th 
qualitie Sar 

of your moſt humble [ervasy 


a : 1 l 
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Anſwers to the Letters proteſting Friendſhip, yanc 


ever! 
_ ſurar 


E as frequent as you pleaſe in givingng 

new ao of Se Fiendihin all rhe go 
proofes that you can have of mine , canndF {cx 4 
render ir more perfect then it is : being I calf g. 
aſſure youthat if my indeavours could take effes preſe 


an} —— —— ——_—_ 

a, Part !. in Faſhion. 5L 
or my vowes accompliſhment, you ſhould not long 

ſod account me in the number of your unprofitable 

Rig) ſervants, though 

ons Sir, of your moſt obedient, aud moſt faithful. 


iti eTZnother AnſWer. 
k SIR, | 

;  T Will never refuſe che Honour which you do me 
Lin profeſling to love me extreamlie ; but ſince T 
have no merit to oblige you thereunto, I dare not 
publiſh my good fortune, juſtly fearing to be de- 
prived of it every Moment, Not becauſe I believe 
you will prove fickle, but reaſonable, and that 
therefore your reaſon may oblige you, to make me 
loſethis good fortune, which mine only and your 
# courtelie acquired me. But whatſoever happen, 
ſhall never be ocher | 
Sr, 

T hen your moſt humble aud moſt 

obediext ſervant. 


—— m—_—_—— 


| Another Anſwer. 
if SIR, 


TT HonghT never made doubt of your friendſhip, 
yet I make ſuch eſteem hereof, that you ad- 

, Franceme to a new degree of Honour and delight, 
| every time you take the paines to give me freſh aſ- 
| ſurances of it by your Letters.*Tis true, in this you 
+4 0 but anſwer mine, yet howſoever, the commerce 
. ofthis kind of entertainment is ſo delightfu!. that. 
Fifidid not apprehend I might be imporcune. T 
G Qhould write unto you by every opportunitie, that 
q freſeared it ſelf; being *tis the onely conſolation 
- E 2 which 
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which TI havein your abſence, to put you in mi part © 

that I will be eternallie, on, b 
Sir, | ; 


your moſt humble ſervant, M. 


Another Anſwer. — 
SIR, 
| hw all you love me and eſteeme me never{: 
much, you are ſtill indebted ro me, fince myd/ 
ze is your deſert, what proofes ſoever you gij 
me of your friendſhp, they are not able to din 

niſh the price ef mine, being in a height of pj ® 
feRion not to be valued. Burt if my misfortune nx} Gen! 
riſh you ina continual doubt,I will produce my toſu 
vantage when you produce your aſſurances: d6 whic 
ring nothing ſo much as to witneſſe unto youl; ligat 
effecs rather then words, Iam, , Tal 
; tha 

| 


your moſt humble ſervant: | 


* AMO! 


vr, 


EISVIEEIGS 7 eo EDT, je: pic 
Letters to a friend in favour of another. 


SIR, 
= He bearer of this Letter, a Gentelmi!, 
and one of my very good friends, deli 
'ring that I would intreat you, (a1 
bumblie,) to oblige him ina buſinel 
whoſe ſucceſſe depends wholly in your favout, 
knew not how to refuſe his merit and condition} 1, 
poore a demand;wherefore you ſhall oblige ment =» 


aa ok he be "Dn" PE TT TUETT ADR IR "WF 
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rreamelle, 
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——Jtreamely, if you will be pleaſed to imploy ſome 


Mig part of your credit therein without any conſiderati- 
on, but onely that you were requeſted, 
Sir 
7 by one of your moſt humble, 
Y and moſt obedient ſervant, M. 
| Another 
ef SIR, 
1044 Y/ Our deſert, and condition, have made you ſo 
gif 4 conſiderable and neceſſarie, that your friends 
lis are alwayes ſubje& to importune you : and 


p4 amongſt.the reſt T at this preſent, in favour of the 
na4 Gentleman who beares this Letter beſceching you, 
144 toſupport him with your credir, in a buſineſle of 
&6, which he will inform you. 1 ſhall account his ob- 
ub; ligations, into the number of mine, and teſtifie ro 

| zouin my ewn particular, the reſentment which I 

| ſhall conceive in qualitie, 

Sir, 
of your moſt humble and moſt 

| obedient ſervaut,M. 
4} 
F 


Anſwers tothe Letters of Favonr. 
SIR, 


the paines to write unto me, will tell you 

word of mouth, how faithfullic I have 
| rved you, inobliging him. If you judge 
| Meable to render you any other ſervice wherein I 
EP " E3 | _ Way 


His Gentleman in whoſe behalf you took 


as 
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may find more ſatisfation, as proving it more (if gn t! 
ficult, it ſtands upon nothing but your ſelf, to gif cauſ 
me the Employment, being very. glad to witneſf this 
unto youatall times how much I am, | fron 
STR, | and 

Your ſervant. | Ret 


- Another Anſwer. 
SIR, 
Eſteem my ſelf happie to have met withth 


little occaſion, to do you ſervice by my makin} . 


your friends buſineſſe (whereof you write uni} 

me) be determined to his advantage . Iinj 
ployed in it equally, both by Care and induſtry ny 
loſing one moment oftime , to the end thg] 
might thereby witneſſe, in what eſteem Ihaveth 
honour of your Commands. You may givent, 
new ones when you pleaſe: if you deſire new prod} 
of the Obedience, | 


SIR, | 
of your moſt humble, and moſt | 
: faithful ſervant, 


2 os \ \ && ' wb F 4; J ; 
TALON DODLYUBANGLD 


Letters Complaining of the Abſence of 
| a Friend, : 
* $1R, 


Hough true friendſhip be in the Proofoi} 
abſence . yet yours is of ſo Jong conti-} 
nuance,thatT imagine you purpole to caſt 


-  meoff ſince you ſeem to retire your affect} 
on} 


"4 


| and 
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on tlins by little and little. I ſpeak confidently, be- 
cauſe I fear extreamly, and you ought to pardon 
this boldneſle and fear, ſince they proceed equally 
from the good inclination I have to your ſervice, 
and the great eſteem I make of your Friendſhip. 
Return then quickly, if you will free from ſorrow 
and difquier, 

SIR, 


—— D—_— 


T he moſt hamble of all zony ſe; vants and 
the moſt faithful. 


Amother. 
SIR, 


Can endure your abſence no longer: you muſt 
| neceſlity ſhew your ſelf ofcner then you do 
to your friend, for your own honour, and my 
ſatisfaction : I ſay for your Honour, becauſe it 
thereby in Queſtion, ſince you keep your ſelf ſo 
long retired in a place, of which even the Gazette 
never makes mention. You muſt not give ſo much 
way to your humour and inclination, that they in- 
tereſſe with them in the Contentment, of all chat 
loveyou. For my own part, I am reſolved to go 
ſeek you, if you return nor very ſoon, to which I 
adjure you, by all the Charmes of the Paſlion 

which I have to your ſervice, as being 
Sir 


, 


» Jour moſt humble ſervant, M: | 
Eq Anſwers 
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Amuſwers tothe Letters which complain 
of Abſence. | 


STIR, 


OU chide me with ſuch a good prace 
chat I could wiſh to ſee you oftneri} 
that humour, ſince it obliges met 
believe that I amnot altogether in| 
different to you, *Tis true, my ab} 
ſence hath been ſomething long, but being my pre | 
ſence is unprofitable to my friends, by the diſabil-} 
cieI am into ſerver hem, I make the lefſe accoun! 
of "my | abſence . from the Court; yetthe oneh/ 
means to occaſion my return, will be, if you reſts 
fie unto me rhatT can be uſeful ro you when I an! 
there ; which ſbal! precipitate my haſte, beingit} 
a rm reſolution to render you all manner of vert 
vice, in qualitie, | | 


Sir, 
of your moſt humble andobeatent 


ſervant M. | 


eAnther etu[wer, 
Ci | 


A A Y pride will become inſufferable , if youin-| 
« * & tereſſe your ſelf often in the delay of my re- 
turn. Iwonder you can find me wanting at the} 
Cotrt where you have admirers without number; | 
but if I could be perſwaded that my abſence did 
etcaſion your diſquiet, or that my preſence cout 

| « 


_— — — 
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neceſſrie for your ſervice, you ſhould not be able 
to detain me from the Town, whither your Com- 
mands ſhall ſoon cal/ me, when you are pleaſed to 
expe proofs of my obedience, as being, 


SIR, 


Your mo7 bumble Servant, M, 


GRAORGRERADR 


Letters to clear onr ſelves of falſe report. 


SIR, 


9.2.34 Need not much Eloquence to perſwade 
22 my innocencie touching the report 
2p which was made to you of late, ſince I 


feſſe the truth publickly that have been too ſhame- 
leſſe ro maintain the contrarie in priyate. *Tis a 
malice ſo ill contrived, (though black as Hell) that 
I am perſwaded it will deceive it ſelf, For what. 
appearance is there, that having received an 
infinity of favour from your goodneſle , I ſhould 
ſo irreverently contemn a thouſand other noble 
qualities that elevate your eſteem above the com- 
mon? I beſeech you believe that T ſhall be their 
admirers all my life, and a continuai fail tothe 
broachers of this impoſture. Ihave no reſpe&t of 
perſons when my Honour is queſtioned ; I beara 
ſword to defend it with the hazard of my life, 
which T eſteem far leſſe. But if this cannot give you 


latisfaRtion, let n e know the name ofthe __— 
an 


will obligejmy ſelf to make them con-. 
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and I will make you ſport in laying open the par. 
ticulars of his knavery, and the fincerircy of my in} 
nocency, which ſhall give you ſufficient nevertyj 
make doubt of the paſſion I have to ſerve you, a! 


Apo emcmucctiins MnR——_— —_ 


being Sir, H 


your #0ft humble and moſt | 
obedient ſervant. 


pn re OI — ———————— ——— 


Another. 


- <-> -— 


SIR, 


T is an eaſie matter for any man to accuſe me, 
but I defie all the World together, to convince} 
me inthe leaſt reſpe&t. *Tis true, I could nd 


ſpeak in that Company, but ſome muſt hear me;} 


but, be pleaſed to ſhew me my adverſarie ; andlk! 
engage my ſelf to make him ſign me an acquit| 
tance of my innocencie with his own blood. | 
boaſt of nothing that I will not do; for let ne! 
but know the broachers of that impoſture, and1} 


will eaſilie let you know their malice, which ſhall} 
force you to believe (as I moſt humbly intreat you)} 
that I will ſooner loſe my life,than the honour and} 


ſtile of being 
Sir, | 
Your! moi humble and moſt 
gbedient Servant, M, 
Another. 
SIR, 


| Wil not juſtifie my ſelf with words,of the aſperlſi- | 


. on laid uopn me, deſiring by effeRs to let you ſee 
my innocency as clear, as the m: lice of thoſe that 


would | 


4 


; 


J 
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I m———— 


would bave blemiſhed it black and pernicious. T 
beſeech you think that I ſhall never be able to for- 
et the reſpet I owe you; and if any* have the 
oldneſſe to accuſe me of it, my Sword ſhall im- 
poſe them a moſt rigorous pennance, ſince Iprof. 
fer to be CO what 1 alwaies was 
MII, 


Jonr moſt humble ſervant, M. 
Anſwers to the Letter of Funſtification. 


SIR), 


Is true, I was told you abuſed me behind 
my back; but ſince I never gave you cauſe, 
and on the other ſide your diſcretion be- 
ing ſufficientlie known to me I was not 

ſo much as tempted to give creditto it ; you need- 


ed not then to have juſtified your ſelf of a fault. 


whereof I eſteem'd you alwaies innocent. The 
reputation you bear in all places of the World, 


..may ſeem as a judge to condemn your accuſers, 


wherefore you may ſleep in quiet, ſince I account 
my felf diſ-intereſſed, and place me in the number 
Sir, | 
of | : 
your moſt humble, and moſt affeti- 
onate ſervants. 


Another 
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; Another. 
$1R, 


FZEfore I can Ueclare you guilty, you muſt con. 


feſſe your ſelf faulty with your own mouth, 
for the teſtimonies of all the World cannot con- 
vince the good opinion I have of your integrity, 
Men may calumniate your reputation as much zz 


they pleaſe,but I ſhal alwaies hold your accuſers tof 


be in the faulc, ſince it is impoſtible I ſhould loſe 


the eſteem which I conceive of your deſert, beiop 


Ser, 
your moſt humble ſervant. 


OR ST ROT IF INER®" AM ATI 


2 


Letters to a fuck Friend, 


SIR, | | 


He news of your ſickneſſe hath bred ſuch 


a change in my health, that I may juſtly | 
count my ſelf inthe number of thoſe that | 
are not well. Take courage then, if you | 


will give it me; you know the intent I have in all 
things concerning your particular. In a word, if 
you leave not your bed yery ſuddenly, I ſhall be 


conſtrained to take it,Theſe are the Proteſtations, | 


SIR, 
"2 of 
Tour very humble ſervant, M, 


Another 


Re 
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© 
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Another. 
SIR, 


ſorrowful news of your ſickneſlſe was to me ; 
onely T muſt put you in mind that yourdiſeaſe 
cannot chuſe but be very contagious, having 


I Will not tell you how extreamlie ſenſible the 


| infe&ed one hither, I could wiſh, fer your ſervice 
' and my contentment, that I were near you ; but 
| my misfortune is ſuch, that it ties me to certain 
 affaires in this Town, which by no means I am 

able to abandon, Yet all theſe obſtacles ſhall not 
' hindermefrom acquicting my ſelf of my duty, if 


you eſteem me uſeful to render you any manner of 
ſervice, of which I give you moſt faichful aſſu- 
rance, as proteſting to be all my hfe, 


SIR, 
your moſt humble ſervant, M, 


[ERIE > SO EXC 2 EE: > HH] 
Auſwers to the Letters a written to a ſick Friend. 


SIR, 
w2g FI had ſoonerrecover'd my bealch,Thad 
FE ſooner returned you thanks for the re- 
2A 5x8 lentment you witneſſed to have of my 
= bickneſs: but being it kept me very long, 
I was conſtrained to delay my acknow- 
ledgment till this very preſent: though ris not from 
this encounter only that 7 know how ſenſible you 


are of all thinzs concerning your Friends, which 


makes 


— 


= The Secretary Part 1, 


————_—_— 


——— 
——_— 
—_ —_—_———— 


wy wor” | 
makes you have them without number ; but I car} 
aflure you, that put them alcogether, I am 


Sir, 
The moſt obedieut and moſt faithful. 


Another Anſwer. ; 
SIR; | 


' A SſoonaseverTwas able to hold a Pen, I fer-| 

ved my ſelf ofthe opportunitie to render you! 
thanks, for the conſolation which you gave me, in | 
the delightful entertainment of your Letters. Yet | 
I pray you Sir,deprive me not of this contentmen,, , 
ifyou would not have me ſick again. ForIcu| 
aſſure you, *cis a verie great ſatisfaction to me, to| 
ſce-my ſelf honoured with the favour of your re 
membrance, in qualitie 

Ja | 


Of Jour moſt humble ſervant, M.| 


fete en eY776s:- 6: ' 
J 


Letters to demand the protection of & 
ſlranze King. | 


SIR, ; 
Hough T have not the honour to be known 
to your Highneſſe, yet the eſteem that all | 
the world makes of your Royal virtues, 
gave methe boldneſſe moſt humblie to de- | 
ſeech your Majeſtie to grant me proteRion within | 
the Lands of your Obedience. I am not guiltic 
of any crime tha ſhould make me biuſh ; and - | 


SOOT 
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meme 


have violated the lawes of my own Prince, it was 


but to obey the Law which Honour had impoſed 
upon me before. This makes me expect from your 
Highneſſe bountie, all manner of aſliſtance, ſince 
onely the profeſſion ofa Souidier made me quit my 
own Countrie. Your Highneſſe will augment by 
this action the number of your Creatures, ſince 
thereby I ſhall vow my ſelf to live and die in qua- 
litie of your Highneſſe : 

woſt humble ſervant M. 


Another. 
SIR, 
He Bruit of your Highneſſe renown occaſion'd 
my entrance into the Lands of your obedience, 
not knowing where to find a more aſſured barbour 
inthe World, Ihope your Highneſle will not 
violate for me the Lawes which your wiſedom has 
alreadie made, in favour of diſtreſſed and guiltie 
Perſons; and though 1 be no otherwiſe than the 
righe of Honour do's permit, yetI moſt bumblie 
implore your Maje ſties proteCtion, as extreamlic 
conducing to my repoſe and quiet. For my birth 
and condition, I thought it not neceſlarie to re- 


veal chem, cill your Highneſſe command oblige 


me to it, being ſufficient to give you aſſurance, that 

[ have committed no crime, whereof all men that 

make profeſlion of Honour,may not be juſtly accu- 

- and convicted together ; But I will be all my 
life - 

Tour Highneſſe ; 

Moſt humble, moft obedieat, and 20ſt oh- 

lized ſervants, M, 

Letters 
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| the World is able to afford : for your merit is} 
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Letters witneſſing unto a friend the contentmy 


we receive in ſerving him. ' BY 
: Y 
SIR, fob 


ves Should expreſſe but one part of mycuf the 
{24 tentment, though I ſhould ſay in doi yer 
; youſervice I receive all the ſatisfadin} yo 


conſiderable, that there is no divertiſement liketh 
continual ation of executing your commands. I 
not think I complement, bur believe infallibly th} 
my Heart, Mouth, and Pen, conſpire togetheren} 
ry timeI gave my aſſurance, as I do now, tia! 
am more then all the world, BS 00 

Sir, |= 


Tour mot hamble ſervant. 


eAnotker. 


SIR, | 
You are ſo generous, that you know by experf | 
' & ence what contentment men receive in doin} 97 
their friends ſervice;for my own particular, I thi 
nothing can be added to mine, ſuch a ſeofible fet! 


Sir, 


—_ 


of your moſt humble aid moſt obedient 
ſervant, I 
eA wothit 14 


——  — Dt. —_————_—OC 


—————_ _—_— F— FR 


— —_—— 


_Ti | Anither. 
mi SIR, 


Never eſteem'd my ſelf happie till the . day 

wherein you were pleaſed to give me an employ- 

| ment for your ſervice, as being the onely thing in 

& the world 1 aſpir'd towith moſt paſſion. Iwould you 

I were alwaies in the humour to honour me with 

= your commands, as] am alwaies to obey them, 

* which you ſhall do me a great favour to believe, 

and beſides thatT am unfeignedlie and without re- 

| ſervation. | | 
| SIR, 


——  — — ———— 


Your moſt bumble and moſt fauh- 
full [ervant. 


| {EEO > GET? LEE. > SETEHE Fe 
Anſwers tothe precedent Letters. 


SIR, 
Very time you are pleaſed to give me ſure 
$/WJJ teſtimonies of your friendſhip, I find 
7 my ſelf moſt powerfullie touched by my 
ordinarie impatience, of incountring 
with ſome opportunitie to revenge my ſelf ; but 
| fince you are extreamly reaſonable, I will force 
| my ſelf to believe, that you conſider rather the 
, lf" price of my zeal, than the misfortune; of my difa- 
nth} þjlicie, ſo that making no doubr of the paſſion I 
raef bearto your ſervice, you will place me alwaics in 
' tierank, Sr, of 


WA d KY 


your moſt obedient aud moſt faith: 
| ful ſervants, M, 
Þ 


- 
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Another Anſwer. 
SIR, 
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Know *tis your ordinary delight to oblige 
the World, wichout expeting as much 
thanks ; but I beſeech you believe that ] 
roo honeſtly envious of your nobleneſlf 
that every time you are peaſed to gip 
me new proofs thereof, I live in all the torturs 
of the World , tillIhave encountred with t 
means of requiting it. And finding my ſelf in th 
caſe at this preſent, I am forced to repreſent uni 


| — ans 


you my diſquiet, that I may not be accuſed of if - 


gratitude, and leſſe of negligence, in ſeeking ocaF 
ſions to teſtifie unto you how perfectly I am, 


SIR, 


your moſt humble, and oblige} 
ſervant Nh 


F413 2 


Another Anſwer. | 


SIR, | 

Is not enough to oblige continually you 
friends ; friendſhip commands that you ſhoulif 
ſerve your ſelf of them , in all kind of encounter} 


to which I conjure you, if you defire I ſhould de} 
lieve that you love me extreamly. 1 will never i" 
portune you with other things, in the grief It 
main, to bear unprofitably, rhe Quality. 

SIR 


Jour moſt bumble, and obedient [erum.| 


Anon 


art 


TI. 
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Another Anſwer. 


T would be verie hard for me to exprefſe how 

ſtrictly Tam yours; for what proofs ſoever my 

obedience were able to give you, they could re- 
ſent but one part of the Paſſion which TI have to 
your ſervice, as being, inimitably, 


SIR, | 
Jorr moſthumble and faithful ſervant. 


Another Anſwer, 
SIR, 

Am reſolved to beſeech you would be pleaſed to 
ſronou me continually with your commands, 
fince you are pleaſed to produce contirually new 
proofs of your friendſhip. Theſe ſhall be all 
the intreaties I will make you, to the end that my 
obedience may ſerve me for an occaſion, in ſerying 
you according to the Paſſion which reigns in me; 
And to witneſſe unto you, that therebe few inthe 
World can vaunt with reafon, that they are to that 
height as I am, 


4 


SIR, | 
your weſt bumble, and moſs 
obedient ſerrant., 
Another AnſWtr. . 1 
Sir, | + 


T would be verie hard for me to reckon up the 
obligarions which I have to youz You are too 
F 2 ——  _ 
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noble in all reſpe&s, (and eſpecially when it ſtan 
upon the intereſts of yonr friends) that it is ſaffici 
ently ſeen you take great pleaſure in baving ng 
equal, Yet I muſt cell you freely, that I am one 


ot your Enviers, as well as of your Admirers, beingf 
Jelous of the continual Generoſity you exerciſe inþ 


my behalf, not leaving me ſo much leaſure as tory} 
minate upon the means of acknowledgment. *Tix 
my turn now to |:t you know 1 am not inſenſible! 
and that if you be extreamly well skiJPd in the Any 


of obligingall the World, I am not altogether ig} 


norant of the Art of acquitting my ſelf. 1 beſeect} 
you believe it, and thatI1 am without Comple| 
ment, 
Str, 
Jeur moſt humble ſervant, M, 


—— 


Another Anſwer. | 
SIR, | 
Jace to grow weary of your favours; the dif.} 


abilitie in which I find my ſelf, will nor ſuffer me} 
to receive any new one, for fear I ſhould be con. 
ſtrained in the End to paſſe for Ungratefu). Where. þ 
fore except I encounter with ſome favourable oc-| 
caſion, wherein IT may witneſle the Paflion which1 | 
have to ſerve you, I will never add any thingto | 


this number of obligations. This is my humour, 
my Reſolution being to profefle my ſelf all m 
Life, 


Ir, j 


Your moſt hnmble ſervant, M. 
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A Letter Conſolatory 10 a Father wp08 
tbe death of his Son. 


SIR, 


R HE ſorrowful newes of your Sons 
Death, touched me very feelinglie ; and 
BY Bra the more, becauſe I had the honour of 

SKVE bis acquaintance, and particular know- 
ſedge of his Deſerts, The love which you have 
ſuſtain*d, is verie great I confeſſey but you muſt 
likewiſe confeſſe that unavoydable evils are to be 
endured with conſtancie. 1 ſpeak not this to con- 
demn your Sighes and Tears, for I do willioglic 
approve ofthem, yea, even in excefſe : but to let 


' you know, that after you have ſatisfied your hu- 


mour, you muſt a little give place to reaſon, being 
F 3 you 


TS — 
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70 The Secretary Part 2, 


RR, ——— 


you ſhall receive as much glory in drying up your 
Teares, as you did once pleaſure in ſhedding them; 
I know your Son was the onely Comfort which re- 
mained to you in this World, and that his pre. 
ſence meerlie did make you live contented even 
amongſt the peeviſhneſſes of old age. Bur allthis 
induceth me to believe that God deprived you of 


him, for no other reaſon, but onely to comfort | 


you hereafter in himſelf, as being the onely good 
which is ſubjet co no Change. He calls himſelf 
a Jealous God; wonder not then if he be Jealous 
of the unmeaſurable love you bore to your 


Childe. And if his Providence hath found 1 | 


means to oblige you, in robbing you of an objet 
which poſleſt all your affeftions together, you on 
the other ſide are obliged this day to make hin 
the objet of your Thankſgiving and not of your 
Complaints. This is that which IT expeR atthe 
hands of your Magnanimity, and ſoundneſſe of 
Judgement ;” the weakneſſe of mine, detaining me 
from paſling further, being aſſured that youare 
able your ſelf to be your own Comforter. It 
ſufficeth me that I acquit my ſelf of my Duty, in 


Ds 


witneſling to you the grief I conceive for your | 


Misfortune, and the continual care I ſhall have to 
blaze my ſelf whereſoever I come, | 


SIr 


7 


Tour moſs humble ſeruant. 


The © 


| 
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Toe: Fer 3:0) 
The CAnſwer, 


SIR, 

Am obliged to you, for the charitable 
_ counſel you were pleated to give me upon 
the Death of my Son * Bur ſuffer me to 
tell you . after my humble thanks) that my aflii- 
on is of ſuch a Nature, that Death onely is able to 
give me ſatisfaction, ſothatI find my ſelf conſtrai- 
ned to go ſeek my ,remedie in my Grave ; and yet 
Ido not murmur againſt the providence of God ; 
though I muſt aſſure you that without a particular 
Grace, and ſenſible miracle, I ſhall faint under the 
burden of my misfortune. Yet I beſeech you Sir, 
do not deprive me of the Comfort of your Letters, 
knowing I cannot enjoy the Happineſle of your 
Company : And above all things, remember me in 
your Prayers, ſince I expect no ſuccour but from 

Heaven. TI am ever, 


Sir, 
your moſt humble ſervant, 


Another Anſwer. 


ry 


SIR | 

You dear Letter concerning the death of my 
Son, had much allay'd my Grief, if my atfi- 
ion had been capable of any Comtort ; Yet 


I eſteeme my ſelf extreamly obliged to 
F 4 you 


- 


T2 T he Sccretary. © Part 2 


Fon for the partyou ſeem to take in my misfor. 
une, in which you teſtifie that you are equally 
both of a generous diſpoſition, and a good friend 
Sir, the ſorrow which oppreſſeth me, has left ne 
nothing but ſighes and teares to offer you up in 
acknowledgement, it ſufficing me (fince it is true) 
that you believe, I am and will be everlaſting. 
__— 

Sir, your very hamble ſervant. 


(ga 7- pee ; EI. 6s (EIN 


Letters Cenſolitorieto 4 ſon, upon the 
Death of his Father. 


SIR, 
JF ſooner condoled with you the 


eE&»: loſle of your Father, if T had ſoonet 
Az judged you capable of Conſolation, 
MG . 
VI. \ I thought it fit to afford you ſome 
DUNDcec'S time,to pay (with the abundance of 
your Teares) the debt you owedro nature: but non 
having ſatisfied your ſelf, by the publique Teſtimo- | 
nie which you have given of your ſorrow, I come 
amongſt others to acquit my ſelf of my obligation, 
and to perſwade you to patience, aſſuring you that 
TI am very ſenſible of the excefle of your affliction, 
I know you have practiſed that virtue in a thouſand 
Encounters of Misfortune. which have made you * 
able to give leſſons unto all the reſt of the world; | 
So thatallT am todo, is to put you in mind, that 
both youandT make all the haſte poſlible after him 
whoſe abſence we deplore with too much Lamen- 
' tation; & that without a particular Favour of God 
6 | Almighty 
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Part 2. in Faſhion. 73 : 


Almighty, we ſhall be even at his heeles before we 
be worthilie prepared for ſo. great a voyage. This I 
made bold to remember you of, and likewiſe that T 
am, as much as ever, Sir, . 

Jour moſt bumble ſervant, M. 


Another Letter. 


Tz not to comfort you of the loſſe which you 
have ſuſtained, thar I pur Pen to Paper : but 
rather to give teſtimonie of the Reſentment which 
I feel, knowing the abilirie of your judgement, and 
weakneſſe of my own. It ſufficeth me co repreſent 
unto you, that in the neceſfitie of dying or being 
born, Nature does oblige every man to go the way 
that is marked out for him. *Tis no matter how 
long and ſtrong ſome men be, they all meet toge- 
ther at the Grave, and being arived there, none 
makes account of the time which they imployed 
iv going that voyage, For our own particulars, let 
us conſider how many years we have alreadie ſpent 
fince we began it; and in this very moment that 
you read this, we may propoſe to our ſelves the 
end of it, by the imagination of a hidden death, 
As for your father, he dyed but for himſelf, and has 
perhaps left you a while to play his Part here in 
this World, which ought in my opinion to leave 
you more Envie than Sorrow, knowing that he has 
alreadie caſt Anchor in that Haven whither you 
tend with might and main. TI would ſay more, if 
made no conſcience to detaine your eyes too lang 
upon this paper ; you muſt give me yer a lictle time 
to ſleep ſince, your grief is juſt ; in which I take a 
large part, in Qualitie, 
Sir, Of your moſt humble ſervant. 
Another 


74 The Secretary Part 2, 
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Another Letter 
SIR, | 


Am too much your ſervant, to remain Dum 
and inſenſible,at the ſorrowful report of your F4 
thers death. Theſe lines in acquitting me of wha 
I owe you, will teſtifie unto you the PartT take in 
your affliction. I think it will be hard for you to 
comfort your ſelf after ſuch a loſſe ; bur ſince 


God does never affli& us above our force, let the 


force of your judgement work your conſolation, þ | 


The moſt ſweer conſideration you can have, is that 
you were witneſle of the laſt aRtions which yourF« 
ther did, before his retreat our of this world; which 
having either few or no examples, may be a ſuffici- 
ent cauſe of your Quiet, everie time you conſider 
their importance. Live honeſtlie as he did, and 
diein the ſame manner;you are in the right way to 
the place whither he is gone;and if he have antici- 
pated you ſome few dates, thoſe will ſeem ,but a 
Moment, when you are arrived at the end. Solace 
your ſelf then in his abſence, ſince the innocencie 
wherein you live, is an infallible Aſſurance to you, 
that you ſhall ſee him verie ſuddainlie. I will give 
you like undoubted Teſtimonie of the paſlion 
which I haveto your ſervice, whenſoever you 
pleaſe to honour me with your commands, as be- 
ing, ' 


Shs 


Tour moſt humble ſervant. 


AnſWers 


It 2, 
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Part 2+ The Secretar 75 


EL FATE, ELSE 7 FE WON DH GT Hes, 


Anſwers to the Le'ters of Conſolation. 


SIR, | 
3-5 Do not excuſe the long time thatT have 
22 ſtaid in returning you thanks for the 
part which you did me the Honour to 
take in my aflition ; becauſe the grief 


is ſtill ſo ſenſible ro me, that I cannot imploy my 


Spirit without Violence in any other thoughts but 
thoſe of my misforrune ; Not that TI remain not 
entirelie Reſigned to the will of God, and fullie re- 
ſolved to patience ; but yer all this cannot hinder 
my ſorcow from injoying an abſolute poſſeſſion of 
me: and for an increaſe of miſchief, my grief-fick 
Humour does render it ſo agreeable , that I bave 
not ſo much Libertie as to complain, though it de- 
vdur me by little and little. YetT ceaſe not to be 
extreamlie Jobliged ro you for your Pious and 
Charitable Counſels, which you were pleaſed to 
giveme , aſſuring you tharT will cake my ordina- 
rieLeſſons of Comfort out of them, Notwith- 
ſtanding, I muſt tell you wich my ancient freedom, 
thatas my aflition comes from above, *tis from 
thence onely that TexpeR a remedie. How good 
a Phyſitian loever time be, I defire nothing of you 
but Prayers, .intermingled with commands ; tg the 
end that my obedience may make me worthie the 
good opinion you have, 
Sir, 

of your very humble ſervant, 

Another: 


EIk 
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Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 


Muſt confeſſe your Charitable letter did muc 

comfort the loſſe which I lately ſuſtained; anl 

the more, becauſe it gave Teſtimonie of you 

feeling in my aflition. In ſuch accidentsy 
theſe, I never find more Conſolation, aben to (& 
my ſelf lamented by my friends ; a mongſt whon 
fince ydu poſleſſe the firſt rank,T leave to your om 
conſideration whether your: letter were agreeabl 
to me, or no: Yet for all that. I cannot ceaſe ny 
Tears, my Sorrow increaſing upon me daily mor 
and more, through the Remembrance of the Mil 
fortune which was the cauſe of it. And truly afte 
this loſſe, I cannot apprehend any other ; whit 
might ſerve me for a very effetual admoniſhmen, 
if I were Capable of receiving any. I would ſy 
more, if my Tears did not blot out my Writing, 
Whereforein brief, Ido deſire of you, that you 
would be pleaſed to conſerve me the Honour 0f 
your Remembrance, and add not the Loſſe of yout 
Friendſhip to this which I already ſuſtain ; fincel 
am with Paflion, 


SIR, 


Jour moſÞs humble and moſt obliged 
ſervant; 


Leiier! 


Irt 
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Letters Conſolatory to 4 Husband upen 
the Death of his Wife. 


SIR, 


'M & Know not in what Tearms to beginto 
Py, comfort you, your loſle appearing 

to me ſo great, by reaſon of the ex- 
ceſſe of your Aﬀfiction, and my Re- 
5 ſentmentr, that I am far more diſpo- 
ſed ro accompanie your tears, then able any way to 
| ſolace your Miſerie. You know Misfortune has 
taught me by Experience to value a Diſcontent of 
that Nature, having heretofore ſhed tears for the 
ame ſubjet; ſo that repreſenting to my ſelf that 
which I have ſuffered in a like Incounter, I muſt 
needs tell you, you are not to expect your remedy 


TIT on orows——_— — = Roy 


'F from any Place but Heaven. Though I denie not 


buttime may work much upon that kind of Mala» 
dy ; yet the term is ſo long. that the little remain- 
der of Quiet, which is left after the Purge of our 
diſcontent, ſtaies not ſo long asto give us an abſo- 

Jute and full Poſſeſſion of ir. Wherefore be aſſu- 
red, that God will not abandon you, if you adore 


| bis Providence with ſubmiſſion ; a means ro which, 


1s, if you conſider that you are coutinually in Ele- 
Gon to ſee your Wife again, and ſooner too then 
perhaps you imagine. Pardon me Sir, for my free- 
dom of ſpeech ; I connot flatter you, being to that 
Point, as I am, | 
; Sir, Jour moſt humble ſervant: 

| Another 


— _ 
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RODE KA 


Another. 
SIR, 
gb be not able to Comfort you in you 


Wifes death, yet it is ſufficient for my ſatis 
faction, thatI witneſſe unto you the great par 


which I take in your AfMiction : onely I will pu 


you in mind, that in Sorrowful Accidents, Þ: 
rience is the chief Remedie, after our Reſignatiot 
to the will of God, Our tears and .complaint; 
are in vain, fince they do but provoke Heaven, in 
ſtead of appeaſing ic. When you eſpouſed tha 
vertuous Ladie, the Notary who paſſed the Cor: 
trac of your Marriage, forgot not to inſert thi 
Clauſe, that the ſurvivor ſhould enjoy the rights 
of Widdowſhip. Whatreaſon have you then, ty 
lament a death which you foreſaw ſo long fince, s 


if you had been aſlured,when you took her, ſhe hat} 


not been ſubje& to ic? ſhe prevented you in a 
Inevitable Action ; and perhaps ic will not be much 
Ten years more or leſſe,are but an inſtant to that 0 
death ; For which I would wiſh you prepare your 
ſelf; what leaſure ſoever you have, I can aſſur 
you, you will have very little ſpare time. But] 
muſt not incur the Faulc from which I promiſedty 
exempt my ſelf: T ask you Pardon, ſince my Crim: 
1s occaſioned by my zeal, as being, 


51, 
FIq 
your moſt humble ſervant; 


Anti 


— _———— EL. APES go -—— 


Parl 
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Another. 


SIR, 


» 

Tz Friendſhip and ſervice I vowed to you 

long ago, have made me fo ſenſible of che 
ſorrowful Newes of your Wifes death, chat I ſtand 
nneed of rhe Conſolation which ali the World 
does adminiſter ro you. Expe&t not then any 
Comfort from me, being afflited as I am. All 
thatT can ſay to you is, that your Wife dying in 
that innocencie, in which ſhe alwates lived, has 
left you in my opinion a greater cauſe of Envy, 
than of ſorrow, Wherefore, I would not have you 
Dream of any thing ſo much, as of following her; 
& ſince you are every hour haſtening to your end, 
change the Nature of your tears, lamenting more 
that ſhe has lefr you behinde her, than that ſhe is 


| gone before you, This is all the Counſel I can give 


you, topether with a new aſſurarice that I will live 


and dye, 
Ser, 


Jour moſt humble ſervant. 


® 
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Anſwers to the Precedent Letters, 


SIR, | 
H E Grief which I conceived for the 


loſſe of my Wife, would not permit me 
ſooner to render you thanks, for the pious 
reſentment you witneſſe ia her _— 


The Secretary 


GC_C_—L I —_— MC 


ra 


$—— ——_—_— 


T alwaies thought you would participate in my 
Misfortunes', becauſe you did me the Honourtg 
love me : And the rather becauſe I knew you were 
intereſſed in py Sorrow, as having loſt a moſt ham. 
ble Servant. Yet I remain indebted to you for the 
Charitable care which you cook in comforting me, 
chough ic were in vain, fince I cannot ſo ſoon qui 
the Memorie of a loſle ſo important to my repoſe, 
Men may tell me as much as they pleaſe, that my 


Eno momma 
EI comm oem 


miſerie is without relief ; *cis becauſe of that that [i 


am void 'of comfort. To cure it, is a work of the 
Hand of God; and all that time and my Friend 
are able to contribute, does but ſerve to diſpoſe the 
matter, which the Almightie muſt inform when he 
pleaſed. YetSir, though my misfortunes be in 


their Flood, they have not drowned the reſpe&ful | 


obſervance I alwaies uſed in your behalf, as having 
made a vow to coffin up with my ſelf the Quali: 
rie, | | 

Sir, 


of your moſt faithful ſervant. 


Another AuſWer. 
SIR, 


Could heartily wiſh, that the Sorrow Icon- 

| ceive for my Wifes death, were capable of con- 
ſolation, thar ſol might make uſe of the Cha- 
ritable precepts you were pleaſed to give me, 
for which I render you moſt humble thanks : But 
truly Sir, my AfiGion is ſo grear, that if God do 
not ſoon play the Phyſitian, I can expe& remedy 
from nothing but death, So that how _Y 
oever 


Part 2» 


_ 
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ſoever F bear my misfortune , the very ſorrow 
wherewith it is accompanied, will thruſt me by lit- 
tleand little into my Grave. Not thatT have not 
wholly reſigned my ſelf to the will of God ; but be- 

cauſe being not able to make the reſignation in 
all poynts abſolute, the remainder of my Libertie 
ſerves to no other end but to torment me ; Make 

your Prayers to Heaven for me,that it would pleaſe 


' to condu&t me ſuddenlie into the Haven of quiet 
' where you noware ; I expe of your devotion, 


this favour from the divine goodnefle as you ought 
to expe all manner of ſervice from the friendſhip 


' ] have vowed unto you, as being with paſſion, 


yr, 
__ Jour moſt humble ſervant: 


- Another Anſwer. 


SIR, | 


[ Can thank you for nothing but your good will 
which you witneſſed to me, in thoſe wholſom 
counſels you:were pleaſed to give me touching the 
!ofſe which I have latelie ſuKained ; for how pow=- 
erful ſoever your reaſons be , they can never 
leſſen my ſorrow, and much leſle able ro heal it. 
Thoſe that ſee my Misfortune, conſider it but as an 
accident that arrives everie day, and which tor- 
ments at the ſame time an infinite number of Hus- 
bands ; but if they could penetrate into the bottom 
ofmy ſoul ,that they might know the juſt cauſe of 


' Dycontinual lamentation, the wiſeſt of them would 


be conſtraind to approve the eternitie of my com- 
plaints, fince they would know thereby how hope- 
leſſe they are of cure.”Tis true there is nothing elſe 
low able to give mc I , which makes 

ind 


32 The Secretary | Part: Part 


find ſome kind of comfort in the ſhortning of yer 
daies, ſince 1 ſolace my ſelf in my departure,knoy ,qnt 
ingit tendsto the accompliſhment of my grief. Yol yith 
tell me perhaps I ſpeak notlike a Chriſtian; 1; you 
one howſoever ; but the aflition to which [ hz 
abandon,d, my ſelf, will not ſuffer me to injoya 
other Light then char which ſhows the way toaf 
Grave. TI return to the obligation wherein i 
bound to you for the honour of your remembrucs 
and charitable admonitions,and to witneſſe uni i*% 
you the Reſentment they have left in me,in Quit 
tie, 


o wee” POT, in > 0 


Sir, 
of your moſt humble ſervant. | 


I CU — 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 
| || Confeſle the admonitions which you uſed intk 
laſt lecter wherewith'you were pleaſed to hon 
me, touching the loſſe which I have ſuſtainedi 
late, by the death of my Wife , were ſo pond 
rous, that I could not chuſe but receive thereh? 
great Conſolatien. *Tis needful (as you ſay ven! 
well) that our firſt leſſon of conſtancie, ſhould) 
the reſignation efour wils to God;and thact allti 
Study which we are to imploy thereio, ſhould): 
but to perfe& that aRion, I acknowledge it ve!) 
willinglie;the experience which I have learned, wil | 
ſuffer me to make no further donbt. For God hi 
the aflitionupon me,and he himſelf is my con'| 
forter. His Juſtice puniſhed me , but his Goodneſ 
has made me find ſo much ſweetneſle in my miſery, 
that inſtead of complaints , Iam bound w_- 
o 


w Es Sar” 


MIPart 2. in Faſhion. =—_ 


— 


$der him Everlaſting Thankſpiving. Howſoever, 


noff continue me the Favour of your good Counſeis, 
Yoſ with the honour of your Friendſhip,and believe if 


# y0u pleaſe, that I will beall my life, 


by SIR, 
ron Your moſt humble and moſt obedi- 
I ap ent ſervant. 


—_— — 


| Conſolatory Letters to a Lady or Gentlews- 
| man upon her Husbands Death; 


CHMadam, 
Had no ſooner heard the ſorrowful 


vW newes of your Husbands death, but I 
of put Pen to Paper, to witneſle unto you 
>, at the ſametime,both the Sorrow which 
I conceive, and the reſolution which I have taken 

todye in gour L:dyſhips ſervice. If I thought 
{ fayſelfable ro comfort you, would do my endea-. 
* Your moſt freelie ; bur the Remembrance of 

your Vertue forbids me, ſince it alone is ſufficient 

togive you the Leſſons, which it made you pra- 
{ Rice heretofore, in other encounters of Misfor- 
tune, *Tis true, this is more penetrating than all 
the reſt ; therefore your conſtancie ſhould em- 
ploy all her Endeavours to ſurmount your grief : 
and ſince Grace onelie can give us the greateſt 
part of our force, you have more (in my opt- 
nion) to hope for than to fear; in this Com- 
bate. What if Heaven be provoked againſt 
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us; it never affrights us with the noiſe ofhis Thu — 
der, but it rejoyceth us us very ſuddenly with tf ev 
clear ſhining light of his Sunnes beams; bur if ij the 


be preſſed with impatience in this ſurpriſal of Saf « 
row, dry up your tears, ceaſe the continuation & 
your Sighs , you ſhall find the Soveraign Remelf 
of all your 1lls, in the practiſe of theſe aRion} tea 
Mine ſhall be alwaies dire&ed to your Honour u! cal 
Service, as being from my heart rather the otl 


mouth, | del 
your meſt humble ſervant,\(| ar 
leſl 


Another. 
adam, 

Tom in my ſelf a greater diſpoſition'to lame: 

with you the loſſe which you have ſuſtained, the 

I judge my ſelf able to give you comfort. Fori 
you be deprived of a Husband whom you lovedi: 
tirely, Tam robbed of a friend for whom I wou 
have adventured a thouſand Lives. Truly Madan, 
I am ſo wholly taken up in my own ſighes, anl 
tears,that I cannotthink of yours, but in ſome inter}. 
mediating Hours, be they never ſo extream.Sothi 
in ſtead of giving you comfort, I am more like} 
perſwade you to render your Complaints everlt 
ſting. You may ſeek an other Husband to afit 
purpoſe,the World is too narrow to find his Equal 
And for my ſelf, I may truly'ſay, the mould of ny 
old Friend being broken, I ſhould ſpend my Tri} ,; 
vailein vain, if I went about to parallel hin les 
amonglt my new nes. Let us then __ & fig 

7 WD: eve 
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the ſelves in our aflition Madam, ſince it is extream : 
ifyof the Extremitie of it will ſoon teach us the way to 
* Sof our Graves where we ſhall find a remedie for our 
on & ills. Tf ic be lawful to love perfeRtly, no man will 
-mei} hinder us to lament without ceaſe, ſince continual 
tion tears are the teſtimonies of - PerfeRt Love. In the 
1a; caſeIam inat this preſent, I am able to give you no 
the: other advice; yet if God pive you the grace to 

- deſpiſe my Counſel, I ſhall never reproach you for 

- it, but rather beſeech you that you would make 
' your Prayers to God, for 'my like happineſle, and 


%"! tobelieve that if I be extreamlie afflicted, I am no 


—| ele, 
| Madam, 


Your moſt humble ſervant. 


Another. 
Madan, 


| | 2 rk: Siven you a thouſand Teſtimonies of 
| the particular eſteem I made of yourHusband, 

{ Thope you will not now doubt of the Reſentment 
which remains to me for his loſſe. Theſe lines nor- 
withſtanding ſhall give you new aſſurance of it, 
| and likewiſe of the good will I have to do you ſer- 
vice. If I were capable of giving Conſolation, 1 
would begin with my ſelf, being ſenſibly touched 
with the ſame afflition which torments you. ButT 
lexve that care to your Judgment and Vertue, con- 
fideriog that the ſtrength of che one will ſupplie 
G3 my 
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my weakneſſe, and the precepts of the other will Pray 


exceed all rhe counſel and adviſe I can impartty 
you. Beſides, knowing you to be wholly reſigned} 
to the Will of God, that reſignation will be the} 
ſoveraign remedie of your diſtreſſe. The heaven 
do alwaies afford us Comfort for the ills the 
ſend us; but they expet ſubmiſſion, to makey 
worthy of that favour which I hope you are already 
in ſtate to obtain, it being the onelie Means to live 
at Quiet in the middle of Diſtreſſes ; For my part 
I will alwaies interefle my ſelf in yours, as being 
with Paſſion the ſame I alwaies was, | 
Madam, | 
Jonr moſt humble and moſ® ebedient 


ſervant, 


SLOSLBIES.STCET B75 CG 


Axſwers to the precedent Letters. | 

SIR, | 

TW Bclievethe loſſe I ſuſtained in the death ofny | 

[| late Husband, does touch you very ſenſibly, 

ſince in your own particular you are robbed of | 

a moſt real friend and faithful Servant ; but | 

for my own intereſt, my AMiRion is ſo great, that 

if God do not comfort me very ſuddenly, I ſhall 

dic very ſuddenly of grief. You may judge by tht 

ſtate Jam in at this preſent, what comfort TI canes | 
pe& from my milerie ; for, as my Fortune and 

Happineſs are equallyburied in my Husbands grave, | 

except he revive, I ſhall never be able to revive ont | 
ofthe grave of ſadneſle, and diſcontent. Al! that 

1 have relolved in this extremitie, is, to reſign my | 

ſelf totally to the Will of God; and ſince your | 


£ 


Prayer | 


1 


t0l 
anc 
the 


g1\ 
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| Prayers may be favourable to me in that behalf, I 


beſeech your for their continuation, for which I 
ſhall be indebted to'you all my life, and in quality, 


Sir, your moſt humble ſervant; 


Another Anſwer, 
SIR, 


Hrough my Tears,T read the Comfortable let- 

ter which you did me the Honour to write un- 
to me, touching the Death of my late Husband ; 
and the little ſpace whick I imployed in drying 
them up, give me time to render you thanks. I re- 
ſolved to have writ more at ;large, whenI took Pen 
in hand ; bur the ſorrow which Iendure,will ſcarce 
vive me libertie to aſſure you that I am, 

SIR, 
Jour moſt humble ſervant. 


EPO DEER ASE: ES; 5 EEE DEER; 


A Letter fr :m a Widdow , icertifying a friend 
of her Husbands death. 


SIR, 


His Sorrowful Letter ſhall inculcate no- 

thing but death into your memorie, aſſu- 

ring you that you have loſt a moſt real ad- 

mirer, .and faithful ſervant, in the Perſon 
of my Husband. Pardon me if1 ſay no more; the 
Pen fals out of my hand, and my tears blot out my 
— : Iam the moſt aflited Woman inthe 
World, | 
Sir, " your moſt humble ſervant; 

4. 


= 
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CA Letter from a Husband to bis Wife, comful 
ting ber upon the Death of her Son. | 


ST is with an extream Sorrow that In 
conſtrain'd to trouble your quietz: 
this preſent, with newes which z| 
Nx the firſt view will be able to bear it} 
© ro your Accuſtomed extremitie i 
it be not ſupported by the Reſignation of your wil} 
to God. But knowing that you are alwaies diſs 
ſed to undergo the Lawes of his Providence, I tak 
the boldneſſe to let you know, that that very Prov: 
dence of God, has ſounded a retreat out of thi 
World, to oureldeſt ſon: This Accident, hon 
new and ſtrange ſoever it ſeem, muſt nor ſo ſri) 
ſeize upon you, that you murmur againſt the Au 


thor. You muſt reſiſt the attempts of Sorrowhly | 


my example ; and after you have ſhed ſome tears, 
which the Qualitie of Mother will conſtrain youto, 
you muſt adore (in drying them up) the Omnipo. 
tency of him that gave the blow; to the end that 
heredouble not his Wrath, in depriving us of che 


Comfort which as yet remains with us. Do not | 


think that T am ſenſible at this Misfortune ; it tou- 
ched me to the quick : and the more, becauſe am 
conſtrained to partake it with you. But ſince God 
has ordained us to this aflition,we ought to witnes 
by the Moderation of our Complaints, that thereis 
of a0 


ns 0 MH 2» non. 
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_ excefſe in his Chaſtiſment. T leavethe thought 
of all theſe Conſiderations to your ſelf, with afſu- 
rance that I remain, 


Dear Wife, 


Jour mo#t faithful Huzband. 
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And Firſt of Preſentation of Service, 


CHadar, 
| H E inclination which I have to eſteem 
you more than all the reſt of the world, 
obliged me at this Preſent, to offer 
MT your Ladyſhip my moſt humble Ser- 
vice: And to aſſure you, that if you be pleaſed 
therewith, I ſhall never change the Reſolution, to 
be all my life, 


HMadar, 
your moſt humble aud moſt obedient 
ſervant. 


«Another 


BG — 
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Amther: 


Aladam, 
|| Should not take the Libertie to ſet you know ex- 


treamlieI honour you,ifthe abfolute power of | 


your beatuy did not force me to it, Which relating 
the violence it uſeth in my behalf, will eaſilie(T un. 
to you hope) obtain Pardon for my Preſupmtion, 
My deſire in this isno other but onely to know 
whether you be pleaſed I ſhould Everlaſtinglie bear 
the Qualitie, 


CHMaacam, 
Of your moſt humble and moſt 
obedient ſervant, M. 
Another. 
MAD AM, 


z Could no longer conceal the Reſolution which 
T have taken, to ſerve you all my life, and bear 
the Character of your love eternallie, if my Ser- 


viceand love be agreeable to you. You may ſig. | 


nifieit to me when you pleaſe, thatT may havethe 
Honour, and fatisfation to bear in Publick every 
where the Qualitie, 


Madam, 


Of your moſt hnmble aud obeds | 


ent ſervant, M, 


Anoiber 
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Another. 
MADAM, 


| Muſt of neceſlitiefor my on quiet declarethe 


defire which T have to love and ſerve you, if you 
judge me worthy ſo great an honour. Your merit 
obliged me, and my inclination conſtrained meto 
it, I expe only to know your will, that] may per- 
fet my determination of profeſling publickly the 
ſtile, Madam, 
Of your moſt obedient ſervant, 
[EEE > HTS? us. 2 Ee 11 
Anſwers 10 the precedent Letters. 
SIR, 
7 Am much obliged to you for the good will you 


witneſs in my behalf : butI haveno other li- 
berty left me, except to give-,you thanks, as I 
do very bumbly : aſſuring you that I will con- 
ſerve your remembrance for an acknowledgement, 
in Quality, Sir, 
Of your moſt humble ſervant. 


eAxother Anſwer. 
SIR, 


Have nothing but thanks to offer up to you for 

the Honour you were pleaſed to do me in your 
laſt Letters. Avd though they be ordinarie effects 
of your Civilitie, rather then Proofes of your love, 
yet I cannot chuſe but be extreamlie obliged to 
you, which I beſeech you believe, and likewiſe that 
Tam, Sir, 


—— 


Jour moſt humble ſervant. 
eAncther 
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Another Anſwer. 


SIR, . | 

Do not excuſe my ſelf of not anſwering you! 
laſt Letter, becauſe my will does ſo abſoluteli| 
depend of my Parents inclination, that you are l 
learn of themthat which you deſire to know of ne; 
Yet your good will ſhall oblige me to be ina} x 
knowledgment, all my life, ; | 
SIR, + & 
your moſt humble ſervant. | 


Another anſwer. $ 


SIR, it 


Ou know that in the ſtate T am, I muſt neitht} » 
accept nor refuſe the Offers which you mak} 
me, contenting my ſelf to witneſſe unto you the re| 
ſentment which they left in me, with aſſurancetha} 
I honour ſo much the Merit of your Miſtreſle, tha} 
[ ſhall alwaies prefer it before the Condition, 
Sr, 


Of yon moſt humble ſervant. p 


Letters to demand an anfwer. 


HMadam, 
h, my Silence nouriſheth a Continual doubt in 
me, whether my Service be acceptable or no. 
You may refolve me whea jou pleaſe by wn 
ort 
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ſhort Anſwer, if you judge me worthy the favour 
and Qualitie, 
Madan, 
Of jour moit humble, aud moſt obed- 
ent ſervant. . 


_———— 


Anather, 


Madam, kn ; 
[f you knew with what impatiencel expe the fa” 


vour of your Replie, I aſlure my ſelf your Chari” 


| tiewould oblige you to ſet my Mind at Quiet ; But 
' asthat is an Honor which I muſt expe& from your 
| Goodneſſe, ratherthen the Paſſion I have to your 
| Service (not knowing whether 1t be agreeable to 


you or no)I muſt have recourſe to prayers, beſeech- 
ing you very humbly to vouchſafe an Anſwer, 
which may authorize the Quality, I bear 
CHMaaam, 
Of jour moſt humble and moſt obe- 
dient ſervant. 


—— 


_—_—________—_. 


Another. 
Madan, + 

Y Bo Reſolution I have taken to ſerve you all 

my life, does too far intereſſe my repoſe, not 

todefire your Pleaſure in that reſpe&t. TI hope for 

this fayour from your Goodneſle, as you ought to 

expe from my duty, all manner of obſervance ; 
being deſirous to live and die, if you be pleaſed. 

Maiam, 

your moft humble, and moſt 
obedient ſervant. 

Another 


94 The $ ecretary = Part, 
Anwnsther. 
MADAM, 


PxHis Letter is ſo Curious to learn newes of he 

former Companion , that ſhe would nee; 
be gone in that Purſuit, almoſt againſt my wil, 
Let me know then if you pleaſe, whether | 
firſt was acceptable or no, to the end that «| 
ther I may continue you my ſervice, or ceaſe t 
be further importune. Theſe are the moſt humbh 
prayers, Madam, 


of your moſt obedient ſy: 
vant, M. ; 
[ECTS] 9 EDT DD, FELG  n | 


SIR, 


Took the Libertie to write unto you ; but na: 
to reſolve you in your requeſt. You know the 
Qualitie of Daughter does ſo ſubje& me, 
thatT cannot violate the reſpeR I owe unto my 
Parents : yet I confeſſe my ſelf much indebted to 
your good nature, being, 
8 


r, 


Your moſt hnmble ſervant. 


Amn/wers to the precedent Letters. 


Another Anſwer. 
SIR, 


|| Was reſolved to keep ſilence not knowing what 


anſwer to give you ; but ſince you require 
% a 


OE _ a = A my fo, 
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Part 2, 
a letter, this' ſhall cell you, that I have no other 
reſolution than co honour you as your Merit does 
oblige me ; and that in requital of your civilicie, I 
ſhall make my ſelf accounted in all places, 

Ff ber Sir, 


mm —_— 


= Jonr moſt humble ſervant. 

Will F © T 
's Another Anſ\ver. 

t ef] SIR, 


e to Send you this Letter : becauſe you deſire it : 

Tur it is onely to aſſure you ofthe ſmall abilicie 

| Thaveto fatisfieyour requeſt, You k:ow you 

ſa: | areco addreſle your ſelf to others then co me Yet 

I beſeech you , believe chat ! eſteem my ſelf much 

Honoured in the teſtimonie of your affcRion, be- 
0g, ” 


p Sir, 


Tour mot humble ſervant. 


| eAnother AnſWers; 

he SIR, 

Jam obliged to you for two letters : but I muſt 

tell you tor anſwer, that you areto expe no 

o| more from me, having no other libertie but this 
| onely which I take to aſſure'you of it, I ſpeak not 

this becauſe I reje& the Honour you are pleaſed to 

do me; but becauſe being extreawlie ſenſible as I 

| am, the Qualitie of Daughter affords me no more 

| Power, to publiſh the ſtile, 


Sir, 


Of your moſt humble ſervant. 


Letter: 


. ”—_ " 
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Letters upon the abſence of ones Miſtreſſe, 


MADAM, 


» Aving given you ſuch abſolute proofs 
7 Love, as I havedone, Ihope you yil 
make no doubt of the grief which you 
- abſence caufeth in me : You can ſcare 
believe the one, without giving credit to the other 
and this is the thing which gives me ſome kind 
Comfort in my afflition. If I durſt preſumet 
ſupplicate for your return, I would do it withs 
much earneſtneſle,as a fick man would imploreth 


preſence of his Phyſitian : ſince can aſſure you | 


yours is as neceſſarie for my repoſe, having vome( 
to live and die, 


Hadam, 
Jour moſt humble, and mi 
obedient ſervant, M. 
ES eAnotker. 
MADAM, 


F you knew how ſenſible I were of your abſence, 

you would ſcarce be able to defend your ſelf 
againſt the attempts of Pittie, how crnel ſoever 
you were by Nature. I ſuffer a torment whoſe 
report only would force my enemies to compaſſion, 
and yet ean hardlle believe that you regard it, be- 
ing far from imagining you are touched by it, in 
the leaſt reſpeXt. Bur, ſince you were born into 
the World for no other end than to be _—_ 

a 


Patt 
and I 
pet 1 
(erat 
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indI do endure all manner of miſerie, I muſt ex- 
=? & no remedie but from patience, and the conſi- 
deration of the qualitie waich I bear, 
Madam, : | 
of your moſt humble and moſt , 
obedient ſervant, M. 


's of mew port 


wil Another tothe ſame purpoſe, 


Ul MADAM, | 


ner | ] Have led ſo ſorrowful a life, ſince the day of 
| of þ Lyour departure, that if I ſhould recount it to 
+ | the moſt inſenſible ſouls of the world, *cis credible 
they would be moved to compaſſion, Yer I do 
the | cot defire ro ſtir up char paſſion in you, ſufficing 
my ſelfthat you take notice of it, to the end chat 
you make no doubt of my love, and lefſe of my co;- 
ſtancie. I muſt tell you then, that having loſt 
both my appetite and repoſe, I paſſe over whole 
of daies without eating, and whole nights withour 

ſleep. 1 may ſeek Contentment to a fair purpoſe 
inthe Converſation of my friends : but I can find 
it onely in Solicude, where my thoughts as inpe-, 
gious as your ſelf to increaſe my AfMiction, repre- 
ſent nothing to me but your crueltie. Judge now 
ol ifI be not one of the moſt wretched Lovers in the 

World, Yet my Conſolation is in this, that L 
ſuffer all theſe AfMictions for the moſt worthie 
Subjc&living,and for whom I would loſe.a Thou- 
hnd Lives,as being, 

Aladam, 
your mot humble ſervant, and moſs 


4 faithful Lover. 
| FH Another: 


The Secretary Par Pa 
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Another. 
MADAM, 


lt my life be conſiderable to you, return ver 


quicklie, that I may be cured of a mortal ſid Y 
neſſe , which has ſurpriſed me by reaſon 
your abſence. You ought to be careful in coþ 


ſerving me, inthe Paſſion which T have to yo 


Service, knowing there be few in the world a} am 
give ſo goood a Teſtimonie of your worth, 
which long agoe I dedicated my ſelf, 
CMadam, ES 
A moſt humble and obedient ſerum, 
DLGE:, fr? tf Glt [= FLO" 06 
Anſwers to the Precedent Letters. | | 
| ' pre 
SIR, La 
Oves diſeaſes are ſo eaſie to curethal} 3: 
never ſpend my charitie upon ſuch perſon - 
If you be ſurpriſed with that kind of Mal: - 


dy, my abſence (whereof you complain) 
will ſoone afford you a remedie ; but if that ſhoull 
not prove as I expect, then (to your own advar 
tage) the cruth of your affe&ion will appear bythe 
continuance of your conſtancie, which ſhall rer- 
der me, as far as libertie permits, 


Sir, 
Jour moſt bumble ſervant. 


Angtho 
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Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 
7 Ou know T am not accuſtomed to credit the 
complaints of Lovers, becauſe they die ſo ofcen 
in word and appearance, that the report of 


| their aflitions does now paſſe for a Fable. 
| This I give you aſſurance of, and likewiſetbat I 


an, 


Your moſt humble ſervant. 


Another Anſwer. 


SIR, 


—_ you ſuffer leſſe pain, then you havetas< 
kento deſcribe, that which you ſay my Abſence 
produceth ia you. My beautieI am ſure, cannot 
cauſe eicher afi&tion or ſorrow in any Man. $o 
that if you continue your Complaints, 1 ſhall be 
forced to begin my Reproaches ; Ceaſe then your 
diſcourſe of Sorrowes, and Griefs, and Sighs, and 
Lamentations ; *tis a Language that Moleſts me 
extreamlie, and which makes me ſpeak thus free- 


he to you, in Qualitie, 


Sir, 
ef your moſt humble ſervant: 
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Other more obliging anſwers to the Precedent 


SIR 


Am ſenſible of the Aﬀfiction which n; 
abſence cauſeth in you ; but as it is un- 
avoidable in the Condition I am in, you 
muſt of neceſlitic reſolve to be patient} 
ſince it 1s the onely Retinedie of your Ill. Dy 
not undertake a Journey to ſee me : but expet| 
ſome occaſion or other, which will ſoon offe 
it ſelf. Comfort your thoughs with this hope, 
and the rather becauſe I will partake in the ſweet: 
What need you fear 2 know you not, 
that if you love me extreamlie, I will revenge 
my felf with the ſame weapon ; and if you be con 
ſtant, I will loſe my life rather chan my Reſolut- 


neſle of it. 


The Secretary Part 2. 


onto dic 
'- WW, ® 
Your mot humble and moſt faithful 
ſervant, 
eAfnother AnſWer; 
SIR, 


F I had the power to comfort you with my 
| ny, you ſhould ſoone ſee me whereny 
Letter is now. 
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But being under the ſabjefti- 

onofa Father and Mother, who gave me not!0 
+ much as the Libertie to write to you, all that ! 
" cando is to ſteal ir, to comfort you with the 


Hopes 
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Part 2. inFaſhion. IOI 


Hopes of my Return. Believe me Sir, I wiſh for 
itwith Paſſion, ſince I am at that Point, hh 
Sir, _ 


yonr moſt humble ſervant. 
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Letters proteſiiaz Lowe and Fidelity. 
"MADAM, © 


Wiz onely whomT affet moſt entirelie ; 
$9#y © Theſe are no diſcourſes of Corfple- 
ment, my ſoul expreſiiog all her thoughts with the 
ſame innocence that my Mind conceived them, -ha- 
ving ne other obje& but your deſert onely. If 
you make doubt of this truth, ſerve your ſelf of 
that abſolute power which you have acquired 
over me, to oblige my Endeavours in all manner 
ofproofs, My-Honour, and Life, are both at your 
diſpoſure ; I will hazard the one and the other, 
when you pleaſe either for your ſervice, or Con- 
tentment ; ſince it intereſſeth my Quier, thatT be 
eternallie, 
Madam, 

Jour moſt humble, and moſt obedient, 

and moſt faithful ſervant, 


Another. 
MADAM, | F 
oh I ſhould ſay that you are the onely 
L obje&t of my ReſpeR, and Aﬀection,l ſhould 
repreſent but one Part of the Eſteeme* which 
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Part, 


I make of your deſert ; for IT find you raigning{ 
abſolutely in my ſoul, {that I have no libertielef 


me, but only to publiſh in all places where I come, 
thatT am, | 


Laden, 


102 The Secretary 


Dn 


Jour moſt bamble, aud moſt obedient and miþ | 


faithful ſtruant, and ſubjett, M, 
0 00080009 60 oH0 000} oooho oof cer 


Anſwers 10 the precedent Letters. 
SIR, 


HE Lovers of this Age are ſo accu ſtomel 
to divulge their Conſtancy and affeRion 
in all places, that they are as far from per. 
ſwading the belief of it to others , as they 
axe from thetrue feeling themſelves. 
you take in ſeeking to give me aſſurance thatyn 
love me! Iam ſo far from giving credit to thelealt 
ſyllable of thoſe diſcouſes made ro my Advantage, 
that it is a great trouble to me to hear them, being 
fully ſatisfied if you love me inthat height that! 
honour you, ſinceT am | : 
| '” "a. 


your moſt humble ſer vant. 


Another Anſwer. 


tet} 


SIR, | 
you are too Eloquent to be Amorous;a paſſion 


. 4 ſo extream, as that which you feigne in my be- 


half, could never be ableto expreſſe'1t ſelf, butin 
feeble rearms. Which forces me toa belief that 
OY Es you 


What pais | 
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Part 20 FT in Faſhion. I'93 
jon imployed more time in Compoſing that pretty 


[etter, then ever you did in the Sufferings'of Love. 
Bnt howſoever, your deceit is not ſo unpleaſing to 
me, that I ceaſe to be obliged to your care in turn- 
ingitto my Advantage, which I ſhall alwaies re- 


 ceive, When you are pleaſed to reckon mein the 


Number, 
/ Sir, of yoty moſt humble ſervant, 


/ 
Ug 


Letters Complaining of a Neglett. 
MADAM, 


nate, ſince three ye ars ſervice could never ob- 

tain of you to grant they were pleaſing or 

agreeable. Truly, though that recompence 
(as proceeding from you) be of an infinite value 
jet me thinks the effects of ſo many dutiful regards, 
might have merited ſome ſmall acknowledgment 
of your Civilitie. Bat ſince have already learn'd 
my leſſon of Love, I am ſufficiently inſtructed in 
ſuffering; feeding my thoughts with the comfort 
of this Conſideration , that 'tis You are my Mi- 
ſtreſſe, and I 


| = conſtrained to ſay that I am moſt unfortu- 


Madaw, 
Your moſt humble and moſt obe- 
dient ſervant: 
CAnaher 


H 4. 


104 The Secretary Pan; 


Anither upon the ſame. 


AMadam, 
[| Should never have conceived, that fince you ar 


pablickly honoured by all the World , and per. | 


fealy by!me, you would have recompenced ny 
Reſpects with Contempr, and my Love with Hz 
tred. *Tis true, the Slavery wherein I am tied, for 
bids me to demand a reaſon for what you do. Ye, 
my Priſon allows me this libertie, to tell you thi 


you are too rigorous to be ſo beautiful: and thu} 


except you change this ſevere Humour, wherexit 
you tyrannize over me, you will run the hazardt 
loſe, 
{1adam, 
= The moſt hmmble, and moſt obedien( 


all 70ur ſervan; 
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Anſwer, to the Precedent Letters. 


SIR, | 


Wonder you ſhould Complain of my Neglet, 
baving alwayes had Eſteem for your deſer. 
*Tis true, my anſtere Humour has oftentins 
given you {ubjeR to greive ; but I beſeech yo 


think I was never guilty, but in appearance onely,!. 


of that which you accuſe me, being alwayes incline! 

= nouriſh a good opinion of your Merit, in Qu 
ity | Bb ; i | 

OG: Str, 


of Jeur moſt humble ſervant. 
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Part 2. in Faſhion, I05 


Another Anſwer. 
SIR, 
OU have no pretence to divulge me the moſt 
Ys and diſdainful Woman alive : for when 
you maintain ſuch diſcourſes, thoſe that know 
my diſpoſition, will eaſily know you are in Anger ; 
otherwiſe neither could they excuſe your humour, 
nor I your misbelief. If my aftions had merited the 


; proof of your Studie, you would have had a better 


opinion of my inclination, ſince the firſt time that 
I have bad the Honour to praQice you; bur ſuch is 
my misfortune, that all my endeavours are not able 
tonouriſh in you a good conceit, 


SIR, 
of your moſt humble ſervant, 


$$42:2$4$:59$4:$424 


Letters Complaining of Inconſtancy. 


MADAM, ER 


juaR of Humanitie, ſince in yours you arc meſt in- 
humane, having thereby expoſed to the utmoſt pe- 
ril one of your moſt faithful Admirers. But live 


contented in your new Conqueſt, and know, that w 
C-- : a 
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the Servants whom your Fickleneſſe ſhall acquire 
you, you will never find any that will equal my af. 
tection, or be to that point that I have been, 


am, 
Jour. moft humble, aud moſt obedi- 
ent (ervant. 
Another. 
Madam, 


| Muſt let you know that your Inconſtancy has 
provoked in me more Pitty, then it has pro- 
cured me ill, being willing to loſe the Poſſeſſion of 
that to day which I could not maintain tiil to mor- 
row. I ſay Pitty, becauſe T have ſome reſpe& to 
your Honour, which is more intereſſed-in that 
Action then my Contentment. I pray God this 
Lightneſle may give you as much Satisfaction, asit 
cauſed you blame, in the Eye of the World. 1 
ſhall alwayies be glad of any good Fortune that 
ſhall happen you, as making profeſſion to be ſtill, 
MADAM, : 

Jonr moſt humble, and moſt obedient 

ſervants. 


Anſwers 18 theſe kind of Letters. 


SIR, 


ſhall receive Praiſe, rather then Reproach, 

| ES all thar know the Reaſon of my 
Change ; for I was obliged to it in ſo 
many reſpects, that the 1:ft ofthem will ſuffi- 
ciently 


* id 
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Part 2s 
ſafficientlie accuſe you for having condemned me, 
I will give you an account of this Action when 


you pleaſe, and when you are truly informed how 


things paſſed, I will have no other judge bur:your 


ſelf, what intereſt ſoeyer you pretend to have inthe 
Suir. *Tis from the part, 


Sir, 


Of your moſt humble ſervant. 


Another. 


_SIR, 


gre knew with what violence I was conftrain'd 
to this Mutation, I make no doubt but you 
would eſteem me far more worthy Praiſe, than Re- 
proach. Imagine the power of a Tyrannical Fa- 
ther towards his Daughter under his obedience 2: 
She may weep her fill, be bathes himſelf-with joy 
inher tears; her Sorrowes, and Lameitations do 
utinereaſe his fury. This is the caſe I am in at 
his preſent... I leave to your ſelf co Confider what 
Iamable to do againſt ſo ſtrong an Enemy. The 
onely conſideration which remains to me, is, that 
if T have loſt the Qualitic of your Miſtreſs, yetT 
will conſerve everlaſtinglie, $ 


Sir, 
That of 


Tonr' moſt humble ſervant. 
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The Secretary I08 


Part 2» 


A Letter 10 demand the Piiture of ones Miſereſ, 


Madam, 


Hope you will grant me this humble 

intreaty, which is, to give me your 
S Picture, knowing I value the original 
a more then all other things in the 
Ih World ; that beautiful ſubſtance, 
whoſe ;Features, and Graces you animate with 
much ſweetneſſe, appeared in my ſight ſo adors- 
ble, that I long exreamly after the Shadow. You 


| may give comfort to this impatience of mine when 


you pleaſe, by granting me the expeRation of tht 
fayour : Which I will place in the Rank of the 
oreateſt Felicities which eyer can happen me, ſince 
it gives me the the nobleſt means of Teſtifying the 
Reſentment which I have, in Quality, 


of Aadam, 
Of your moſt obedient ſervant. 
ENF Te Te; HG ET PET 


An Anſwer to ths Letter. 


SIR, 


Our intreaty is ſo obliging, that I am forced 

to grant it, being glad you ſhould have often 
before your Eyes.the Image of her that honours 
; you 


AX 


Part 2. 72 Faſhion. I09 
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you extreamſly. | You will dome a favour to be- 
lieve it, and likewiſe thatT am, 


SIR, 


Jour moſt humble ſervant. 
Ver Vir Vir Ther 
A Letter to demand « Miſtre(ſe her Hair. 


CMazam, | 6 : 


Hope you will not wonder if having enjoyed 
[ ſo ſweet a Servitude, I ſeek after new chaines, 

by demanding a Bracelet of your Hair. To tell 

how you highly I ſhall eſteem this favour, T 
muſt have recourſe either to your merir,or my own 
Love for expreſſion, and being you have perfect 
knowledge of them both, I leave the Conſiderati- 
on to your ſelf; together with that of the Paſſion 
which I haveto your Service, as being more then 
ever, 


Madam, 
Jour moſt humble asd moſt obedient 
ſervant. 
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110 The Sccretary Part 2. 


32fOur Merit is of ſo powerful a perf 
ſion, that T am forced co grant you 
S® your requeſt: ] will not oblige you tg 
S) ſilence, knowing that your Diſcreti. 
OD P& on has already prevented my Delires, 
"Tis ſufficient to put you in mind, that as theſe fa- 
yours are not Vulgar, ſo they require a ſecrecyof 
Faith inthe Receivers. I hope you will keep it In 
violably, white you Remember that I am 


SIR, : 
. Tour moſt humble ſervane. 


Cem. 
—_—_— 
— — 
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Part 3. III 


A 
COLLECTION 
OF DIVERS 


Moral Letters, 


Penned by the moſt Ingennous Wits of 


FRANCE. 


Collected by Aonnſieur La Serre. 


The Third Part, never before Printed. 


Cr I I 


es 


Bootld LaTTaiAL 


Written by the Cardinal of Perron his Eminency to 
comfort the Admiral of Joyeuſe for the 
death of his Miſtreſs. 


za Have ever ſince the receipt of your 
2 Letter been troubled with ſickneſle, 
(£2 eſpecially with a Rheume falling upon 
#23&v®. my ſight, which hath ſo perplexed me | 
theſe two or three moneths , that I have not been * 
able ſo much as to look ſtedfaſtly upon a ſheetof 

aefoage has Paper 


"112 A Colletion of Part 3. 
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Paper. I ſhould grievouſly complain of this dif- 
aſter which hath been ſo adverſe to me, as to de- 
prive me of my chieffeſt earthly bliſs, namely, of 
anſwering your Letter, but that it hath proveda 
happy means to facilitate now the doing of ir. 
For time hath partly performed that which you 
might expe& my Letters ſhould have done; it be- 
ing the moſt aſſured remedy that can be applyed to 
a grieved mind, whoſe ſores it mitigates with the 
ſalve of oblivion; whereas other medicaments 
make a deeper impreſſion in the wound, hy heal- 
ing too violently. T ſhall therefore reap this pro- 
fit by my delay, and be better confirmed in my 
hope of having my Letter take effeh, becauſe time 
may peradventure have prepared you for thoſe re- 
medies which before would not have wrought with 
you when the wound was yet freſh and bleeding, 
So thatI may as a fortunate Phyſitian come upon 
the declining of the diſeaſe : For queſtionleſſe ha- 
ving been three or four moneths oppreſſed with 
this grief, you have recalled into your mind all 
thoſe things which may conduce to the eaſing of 
your burden. As amongſt the reſt that humane 


felicities are ſubje& to change, eſpecially a Lovers | 


happinefle which is grounded upon the like incon- 
ſtancy : and therefore thoſe who are ſubject co this 
_ paſſion, muſt alwaies be prepared to ſuffer the ſame 
afflictions , and ſee themſelves cruelly divided 


| and rent from themſelves. For Lovers loſſes pro- | 
ceed either from death of the beloved parties in | 


conſtancy and infidelity. But thoſe which pro- 

ceed from the latter, are beyond compare more 

difficult co be born, For amidit the mer" 
__ whic 


the. a 


Part 3. Moral Letters. Ii; 

which is cauſed to you through the loſſe af that 
which was ſo pleaſing to you, if death onely have 
Snatched it from you, there is ſome ſweetneſſe mix- 

« with this bitter cup , and ſome comfort 
through the remembrance of what is paſt, When 
youthink how beloved your ſelf onely was, and 
how this diſaſter hath had power ſooner to de- 
prive her of life, then of affeRtion. It was a ſay- 
ing ofthe Ancients, That we ought not to judge of 
the happineſſe of men ſo long as they were alive, 


| becauſe chat many times amidlt their greateſt pro- 


ſerities arrived ſome diſmal changes which di- 
ſturbed all their felicity ; ſo that death ſeemed to 
doa courteſie to thoſe it rook away during the 
courſe of their proſperous fortunes , before any 
difaſters croſſed them, giving them this advantage 
above others, that they had enjoyed an entire fe- 
licitie without the mixcure of unhappineſſe. And 
itisa kind of favour, that death hath taken her 
in the midſt of a violent paſtion'in which ſhe 
thought upon nothing,nor breathed any thing bur 
you ; that you may enjoy this content to have been 
the Sole poſſeſſor of that ſweet ſoul, without any 


| ſparkof infidelity, or touch of change. Beſides, 


ifyou bemoan your lofle for your own particular, 
you may make accompt it 1s not irreparable; for 
Nature having let you live extream worthy of lave, 
it is impoſſible but ſhe hath left ſomething worthie 
of beſtowing its love upon you ; ſo that being 
beautified with ſuch Graces which you make daily 
mare reſplendent with your noble Aﬀtions , itre- 
maines in you to ſee your ſelf inriched by the like 

| I conqueſts 
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conqueſts-prepared for you,not by fortune but þ 
merit, And beſides thoſe remedies which tiny 


might procure a dull and idle ſoul, yours being con| 


tinuallie diverted and ſet awork cannot receiy 
this impreſlion ſo deep avanotber : it being ver 
difficult fortwo ſeveral paſſions to harbour toge. 
ther with ſo much equalitie in one ſpirit, butthx 
one will be overcome by the other; and that the 
defire of Glorie which hath alwayes poſſeſſed 
oreat Part of you, fighting againſt Love,willat 
laſt vanquiſh and ſubdueict. And cauſe youwith 
alacritie to bear particular aflitions amidſt ſo ms 
nie Trophies which are ereted to you, and 
much reputation as you daily gain, and thatyou 
will make ſuch uſe of them as that Roman Captain 
did ', who ſeeing his Triumphs mixed with the 
funerals of his children, gave fortune thanks, that 
amongſt ſo much Honour and Glorie ſhe woull 
be contented with that Part, acknowledging it 
was fit ſhe ſhould have ſome ſacrifice offered un- 
to her. So that amongſt ſo manie great and prof- 
perous adventures of recoverie of Cities , and 
Provinces, you Will be content to Pay Fortune 
ſome tribute, who never gratifies men (o liberallic 
without mixing her bountie with ſome envie or 
malignitie, Time therefore having laid theſe things 
open before you,me thinks I ſhould eaſilie perform 
what isleft for me to do ; and that T ſhallnot 
need to uſe many words to divert you from this 
ſadneſſe ; bur ſhall rather ſeek again to open the 
ſluces of your now dried up-teares : For as whol- 
lie yeelding to grief is a ſign of a weake and effe- 
minate Soul , Sois obduracie and the not being 
move 
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moved at all with-it , a ſign of an inhumane na- 
tire ; and chieflie in ſuch kinds of diſaſters , 


| wherein the -moſt ſetled reſolutions are ſhaken ; 


Ithaving many times ſo happened, that thoſe who 
had valitantly withſtood the ſtrongeſt aſſaults of 
Fortune, have not been able to reſiſt theſe petty 
fions, which have touched them in ſucha place , 
where the ſoul lay open and unguarded, and hitt 
them where they had no armour : ſo that this fa- 
clitie, which I ſhould blame in others (becauſe 
love isa propertie inherent to generous ſouls) 
Iwill not onely not blame it in you, but endea- 
your to preſerve it and continue ir, that you may 
not want any part which may conduce to your per- 
fetion ; ſeeing you ought ro be as conſtant in 
thoſe things which require conſtancie, as pliant in 
thoſe which require paſſion. TIwill not therefore 
commit ſo much Sacriledge as to rob you of ſenſe, 
and forbid you to grieve upon ſuch an occaſion, 
wherein, if ever plaints were permitted and excu- 
fable, they are moſt juſt and neceſſarie. Where- 
fore inſtead of applying remedies to your grief, 
[will ſeek to exaſperate and provoke it, and will 
conjure you by the goodneſſe of your nature, 
and as you would ſhun ingratitude, to lament this 
lofe, and accompanie it with the hotteſt and moſt 
unfeigned tears that ever were ſhed. Thofe 
fair Lights which glanced ſo manie flames into 
four eyes are now cloſed and hidden, Thoſe 
Golden haires which chained & pgentlic entangled 
_ S onl, have loſt their ſtrength and conſtrain- 
fg force. That fair mouth which held your 
I 2 name 
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name ſo precious, and dear, that though ir never 
uſed to ſpeak from the purpoſe, ,yet inſpired with 
Love and paſſion, would take. delight in naming 
it a hundred times in an hour, and uſe far fetched 
circumſtances, to bring in an occaſion of utter- 
ingit, isnow cloſd up and mute,and cannot ut- 
ter that word which was ſo ſweet and pleaſingto 
it. All thoſe Roſes are withered and defaced, 
and of all thoſe Graces and perfeRtious which 
nouriſhed your deſires, there remaines no more 
to you, now,but the remembrance that you have 
loved them:and if your ſoul alas?be alſo full of for- 
getfulneſlſe and ingratitude, you now have nought 
of her lefr. What comfort can you then hope 
for, or receive in ſuch a loſſe 2 And if your foul 
were as bard and inſenſible as a rock, yet might 
there iſſue forth of it fountaines and ſtreames of 
Teares. You loſt a thing, the poſſeſiion wheredf 
was more to be deſired by you, then any other 
thing in the World, and have loſt it at ſuch « 
time, as you had moſt reaſon to deſire the pre- 
ſervation of it. Had Heaven but pleaſed to 
ſpare her till your return, and let her have ex 
joyed the honour of fo many ViRories and Tro- 
phes ; But it envied (it ſeemes ) your,happineſle, 
and would not grant you this advantage, for fear 
leſt your Glorie ſhould be doubled by the con- 
tent ſhe would have received ifſhe had lived. For 
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queſtionleſſe the repute which you have gained | 


inthis your laſt voyage, is nothiug ſo pleaſing to 
you as it would have been, could you have related 
irunto her : or as it wquld be, if her fair eyes 

were 
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were yet full of light and life, to be ſpeRators of 
thoſe Triumphes which are prepared for you, and 
ſerve for bright and ſhining Suns at the day of your 
arrival,to make it the faireſt and moſt glorious day 
that ever was. 

For Ambition though it be a deſire of being 
generally reſpeted, yet beings joyned with 
ſome other Paſſion, it conforms it ſelf unto its 
and becomes of its quality. So that when we 
bear any particular affeRion to a thing, and that 
the deſires and motions of your ſoul turn but to- 
wards one objeR, as it is in this Paſſjon of Love, 
all the content we receive by the notice which is 
taken of our merits , takes its courſe that way ; 
and the reputation which we obtain of others, is in- 
different to us, we finding nq-ſuch delight in ir, 
but when that party which we love looks upon it. [ 
an therefore conſtrained to tell you, that amongſt 
ſomany favours of Heaven and Fortune, ſo many 
happy effe&ts of good hap, and your own merit ; 
the ſweeteſt fruits of your labours is taken from 
you, namely, the content it would have given you, 
if ſhe had been partaker thereof. And if that 
Theban who triumphed after a victory, bleſſed for- 
tune, becauſe ic had befallen him whileſt they were 
living, who gave him life, to ſee them united and 
Aſſociated to him in his Happineſſe ; what grief 
may yours be, that ſhe ro whom you were joyned 
by ſo much a ſtronger affe&tion, as the Lawes of 
the Soul and Ele&ion exceed thoſe of Nature, 
isnot now living to gather the fruits and pren''i*- 
of ſo many Heroick ARions : the deſire” 
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which ſhe had ſowen in-your ſoul, and nouriſhed 
the increaſe of them 2 Sbe had ſeen the beginning 
of your voyage crowned by its ifſue : and after ſhe 
had received this Jaft content frem her Corporal 
eyes, ſhe fled yp to Heaven with greater joy and ſa 
tisfaction ; Knowing that fortune was grown into 
a habit unto you, and into an inſeparable accident 
Which can never forſake you. Butat the leaſt ſee- 
ing death hath oppoſed it,now ſhe is above having 
forſaken her mortal body, which was bur a vail and 
and hindrance unto her, and that ſhe is bur a meer 
ſpirit and pure light freed from all obſcurity; 
which ſeeth you and diſcovereth even your moſi 
hidden thoughts: If the affe&tion which ſhe bare 
unto you be yet imprinted in her, as I queſtion not 
but it is preſerved in-that fair ſoul ſevered from 
the body, having been ſo livelily engraven in it: 
do ſo, that amidſt the joy and the content which 
ſhe receiveth, her happineſſe may not be hindered 
or diſturbed by this laſt diſcontent ( which is the 
onely ſorrow ſhe can partake of in Worldly things) 
of having placed her affetionupon an ungrateful 
and forgetful perſon, Serve her after death with 
the ſame devotion you did while ſhe was living; 
Offer up ſighes and tearsto her ; Sacrifice your 


thoughts filled with grief and bitterneſſe, which | 


will be ſo much the more pleaſing unto her when 
ſhe ſhall ſee them grow amongſt viRories and tro- 
phies, amongſt the favours and cherifhings of for- 
rune, and amongſt the applauding cries of the 
whole Kingdome : And that ſhe will know how 
after you have overcome Cities, and Provinces, 
you will yet ſubmit to love, and ſuffer your ſelf - 
ONE >: L ; q e 
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be led in triumph in the mid'ſt of all your own 
triumphs and Conqueſts. And finally , that 
the brightnefſe and ſplendor of your glory hath 
not dazeled your eyes, as to hide from you 
the image of her, who ought_to preſide over all 
your thoughts and aRions. As you are then 
bountiful in all things, be ſo now in your Lamen- 
tations and Plaints, and honour this loſſe with the 
greateſt abundance of tears, that ever love could 
draw from your eyes, and if your own tears be not 
ſufficient, and that you will deſire theMuſes to ſhed 
theirs alſo upon her Hearſe, imploy my-Pen in the 
Conſecrating of them to ſo Pious an uſe, and T ſhall 
endeavour to bemoane her death with immortal 
rears, which ſhall ceſtifie your grief to all poſteri- 
ie, ; : 
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LETTER II. 


To Comfort Monſieur St. Luke, for the death of the 
mot Vertuous,and moſt 11luſftrious Lady Hearietta 
of Bafſompierre his Spouſe. 


T5 duty which incites us to give an Anſwer to 
ſuch Letters as are written to us, eſpecially to 
thoſe which come from Perſons of Quality, for- 
ceth me on the one ſide to anſwer you, while the 
compaſſion of your grief, invites me rather to be- 
moan your loſſe, then to comfort you; Knowing 
my tears will be more acceptable to you, then my 
diſcourſe. If my obligements Sollicite me tv 


yeeld you reaſons for comfort, pity of your Pailion 
| 14 commancs 
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commands me ſilence, Yet I had better take upon 

metoadviſe,thento love; alwayes provided that 

you ſhall not imagine me to be ſo preſumptuous zz 

co think there is more prudence in me then in your 

ſelf. 1 will therefore comfort you, Knowing 

that as the Light of the Sun is hindered by the in. 

terpoſal of che Moon, and the brightneſle of the 

Moon by the ſhadow of the earth, - your reaſon 

likewiſe ſuffers an Eclips, by meeting : with your 

Paſſion. And as there is a certain people that 

uſe to makea dreadful noiſe, tinkling of Braſſe 

and Copper:;veſlels : when any Eclips of the Moon 

comes, intending thereby to call back her loſt 

Light: ſoI will endeavour to recall your Eclipſed 
wiſdome with this my Letter, Hoping that chough 
it be not ſo full of knowledge as might be required 
to-mitigate your grief, yet you may therein ob- 
ſerve how lively a feelirig I have of your Paſlion; 
And ſha]lthere by find that in lieu of the honour 
you do me-, in loving of me , your grief comes 
to be mine. If I couid as well remedie your 
loſle, as reſent it in my heart; or adviſe you as 
wel} asI could ſhed tears to bentoane you, believe 
that rhe leaſt thing you ſhould obtain of me 
ſhould .be my life ; and the greateſt ſhould be 
juch rare conſolations, that there ſhould be no- 
thing wanting to expreſſe both my. Love and 
Dutie. But to comfort you for the .loſſe. of 
your dear Conſort , I firſt. implore the aſliſtance 
of your own wiſdome, and conjure you .to. Re- 
member, you wrang your ſelf in making your 
grief immortal] : ſeeming. in ſo dying to bear he; 
rather envy then affeftion, and. ro be o_- os 
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malice then goodneſſe towards her. The life 
we live in this world, is properly a death, and 
death is a true life. And ifthat be ſo. wby do you 
han her who hath exchanged death for life > 
Aſſure your ſelf, that if choſe bleſſed ſouls could in 
heaven bemoane us mortals, they would never 
ceaſe bewayling our life , which is properly a meer 
death. But tell me Sir I pray, whiles your Wife 
was living, or rather dwelling in this World, 
ſhe was your joy and deareſt delight: I aske you 
now whether chis joy or delight did ſpring from 
your own, or your conſorts good ? If you anſwer 
ne, it ſprung from her good, and not yours, be- 
hold what cauſe you have to rejoyce , ſeeing 
ſhe enjoyes ſo much a more prefect happineſle, as 
heayen;is more perfeR then the earth. If you 
fay your delight proceeded from your own good, 
you have likewiſe cauſe to rejoyce, ſeeing the bet- 
terpart of you, namely your Wife, doth now in- 
joy a glorious and perfet happineſſe: ſo that 
when you ſhall lay down your Mortal Robe, you 
ſhali depart with more joy and content, being 
aflured chat you are going to find out your detter 
part, which expects you above, with arms ſtreat- 
ched out ready to embrace and welcome you 
ino thoſe Heavenly Manſions. Imagine ſhe 
went before you, fearing leaſt that if you had 
gone to ſhew herthe way, you would have left her 
heae full of troubles, and deſires. Finally did 
did -you ever hear that a man impriſoned 
with one of his- deareſt Friends, did ever 
Orieve if his Friend recovered his Li- 

BT a. | bertie 
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his liberty before him? You will peradventuretel 
me thar'if I could ſo much prevaile with fate asto 
have your Conſort reſtored unto you, you ſhould 
by the ſame means recover your content. I anſwer 
you, that you ſhall queſtionleſſe one day recoyer 
her, butiit ſhall be with that condition that you 
ſhall never more loſe ber. Comfort your ſelf then 
by theſe and the like reaſons, & be merry, or I ſhal 
think you believe not there is a heaven, or that yo 
do rot intend to be one day there with her. Ifyou 
purpoſe to carrie your ſoul thither, let your heart 
aſcend before you, for if your Wife was your trez. 
ſure, and your heart is where your treaſure is; ſhe 
ſhall in heaven alwayes enjoy the fruition of your 
heart. | De Roſſer. 


LETTER III. 


To comfort the Lady Margueſſe of Mont-lort fo 
the death of her Hutband. 


#rittes by Monſieour Du Vair K ceper of the 
ſeales of France, 


Elieve not Madam I could have been ſo voil 
of Civility, as to have ſent you a thing 6 
little worthy of your ſelf, as thay ſmall Book 
of Meditations, without accompanying it 
with ſome excuſes in a Letter, had I not been 
ſirous to divert your afflited mind,8 give ſom re- 
ſpit to your eyes ſpoiled with continual tears; which 
I imagined would ſooner be done by ſomthing you 
might caſually finde under your hand, then what 

; : you 
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n ſhould imagine to be preſented unto you, pur- 
poſely ro that end. The grief which poſſefſeth you 
sſomewhat wilful, and reje&s whatſoever is pre- 
nted to it for its eaſe. But I conld not deceive 
our curteſie, It is ſo natural in you, that forrow 
(which hath choaked up all your other Paſſions) 
could no way diminiſhit. You would needs give 
nethanks, and I muſt now return thanks to you for 
your courteous thanks, which oblige me to further 
krvice then I am able to yield you. And ſeeing 
that weak teſtimony of mine affetion hath been 
xceptable' ro you, I make bold after the caſe of 
joureyes, to deſire that of your minde : notto 
nitigate it with my hand or pen, feeing far more . 
nearer and exquiſite ones have in vain attempted 
it; but to ſummon your ſelf uptodo it. T1 mean 
thataRtive and prudent direRtion which ſhined tn 
ll your ations, before this obſtinate grief under- 
took the troubling of your ſenſes. Come to your 
ſelf again therefore Madgm, and think upon 
what you go abqut. You drive away and eſtrange 
from you the thing in the world you love beſt, and 
which (if you pleaſe) you may continuallie enjoy. 
Where I pray chink you that is, which you ſo much 
cheriſhed and loved? You will anſwer me in hea- 
ven, and (ſo queſtionleſſe it is full of joy and con- 
tent, for ſuch is the condition of the bleſſed. You 
believe that which is above to be ſo ſeparated from 
w, thatitcan be no more rejoyned to us ſo long 
4welive. Oh how much are you deceived. God 
himſelf who is higheſt and furtheſt from our Na- 
ture,is continually in us, if our ſouls be ficted to bar- 
bour and entertain bim; and with ſuch a kind of 

preſer* ” 
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preſence that we receive thereby an unſpeakali|qhole 
content. The holy Angels are continually abajrou 
us, and there are ſeveral means ro draw them un yylef 
us; and the bleſſed ſouls, in which the faith oft gwbr: 
holy love could never dye, but they would contins| jg « 
ally come to viſit us , if we made our ſelves fit tf i co 
receive them, and did find nothing in us contraryti} ome 
their nature and happineſſe, which hindred us frox] 4 th 
journeying towards them. Now what greater 0b| there 
ſtacle can there be unto it then tears, and ſorron!| noſt 
The wings which, muſt carry us up thither, are ou ſpar] 
thoughts, which animated by our deſires, andhy| tow 
the ſacred ardour of our holy friendſhip, muſt newt] wait 
ceaſe beating till they have raiſed us up to thi thei 
vi hich we look for. And what do our tears butw| hlef 
the wings of our thoughts, and weaken and hindr| ir 
the flight ofthem? See you not that amongſtth:| heli 
vapeurs which riſe from the earth, thoſe which pt | ſee! 
ceed from Rivers and Marſhes, and other moit | ma 
places, ſtop in the middle Region of the Aire, forcl| the 
co melt there, and return from whence they came; | anc 
whereas thoſe which come forth of dry andſolil| ori 
matters, ſoar up tothe higheſt Region of the Al;| c: 
till it being enflamed by the Superior fires, they at| gr 
curned into Comets, falling Stars,or other Celeſtr| pr 
al fires. And ſo do you believe that your thougis| an 
though never ſo holy, can never mount high, #| tr 
they be clogged, and wet with your tears. For let 5| ol 
ſay what we will, the cauſes of our tears and Terte| : 
ſtrial and ſenſual ſubjeRs; if they heated by the %| tc 
cred flame ofthis holy amiry, and purified fromtlk| pi 
contagion of deſires of this world, are mounted up| Þ 


on their wings, and take their Aight chrough ti} » 
whale 
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akabi]ohole extent of your calm and undiſturbed ſoul, as 


through a clear and bright aire, you will queſti- 


N nt qnleſſe overtake that which is fled from you , 
h ofi| embrace that blefled ſoul , and graſpe that ſplen- 
ntinvf jor of Eternal light wherewith it is clothed, and 
fit uf x conſenting to your religious endeavour, will 
arytf come down again all along your thoughts as by 
fro] 4 thred, giving you a more perfe& rejoycing 
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tlerein then can be imagined. For if the 
noſt pleaſing delights of rhis world are but ſmall 
ſparkles, which going from the ſoul ſhine tho- 
row the body, what ſhall two ſouls do perfealy 
wited and mixed in their purity, by the means of 
their holy and religious thoughts? And then this 
bleſſed ſoul dwelling within you(at leaſt by the live- 
image of your vehement thought) will make you 
believe it is of your own eſſence. For do not we 
kethatin corporal things, a violent imagination 
makes us believe we ſee and touch that which is fur- 
theſt from us ? It will poſfeſſe you with full content, 
and will be g)ad to find ſtill in you (beſides the rare 
ornaments of your ſoul) thoſe other corporal gra- 
ces, which it ſo loved in you, and which ſorrow and 
griefdo daily undermine, if you take not care to 
prevent it. True Madam,that which I ſay unto you, 
and you will find it moſt true, and make uſe of this 
troubleſome grief which you cannot rid your ſelf 
of, to ſpur on your deſire, until you be wholly con- 
erted into the ſame defire of being rejoyned to 
to that, at the loſſe whereof you ſo much re- 
pine : as Salr-peter is made uſe of to redou- 
ble the aQive vircue of Sulphur : which not- 
withſtanding its coldnefſe, ſerves for _— 

ur 
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but ſo far as the fire of the brimſtone diſſolves, ani 
conſumes it. I know not whether my counſel wil 
be pleaſing co you or no, but I am aſſured ir will 
very proficable ; and chat it proceeds from hin 
who is as much as any, 


Aadem, 
Your moſt humble aud moſt obedimnt 


ſervant. 


LUTTBER IITI. 


A Conſolatory Letter writen by Monſieur Maler. 
| berothe Lady Marqueſſe of Mont-lort, 
#pon the death of her husband. 


AMadam, 


km had received my Letters ſooner; had 1 be- 
lieved you would have been ſooner capable 
reading them. But I verily thought you hitherto 
ſo buſied in deploring your loſſe, that I made que 
ſtion whether I mighc with a ſafe conſcience inter- 
rupt you ; and imagined that I could not without 
depriving you of an extream content, endeavour 
to mitigate your ſorrow. But now you have hal 
ſome leiſure to reſtrain the over-flowing of your 
tears, and recolle& your ſpirits, diſperſed through 
the novelty of this accident : it is time for me by 
giving ſome teſtimony of my ſympathizing with 


with you, to avoid the evil opinion you might con- 


ceive of my filence; and let you ſee that if any 
one hath anticipated me in diligence in bemoanivg 
" your 
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your affliRion, yet they have not ſurpaſſed me in 
the trueneſſe of my reſentment. I muſt confeſle 
Madam, that it would be a moſt pleaſing labour 
unto me, to do ſomewhat which might conduce to 
your conſolation : Your ſad condition requires 
it; your qualities invite all that know you, to en- 
deavour it, and the particular affetion which I 
bear you ſeems to command me to do it, All chat 
which hindereth me is,that I cannot believe that all 
the ſmootheſt and faireſt Oratory in the world, 
can be ſufficiently perſwaſive to mitigate ſo bitter 
a neceflity as that whereunto you are at this time 
reduced, to never again behold that which you 
have heretofore ſeen with ſo much delight. 1 
know that upon the like occaſions, one of the 
chiefeſt reaſons that are propoſed unto us is the 
happy condition of thoſe we mourn for. But ſhall 1 
ſoundervalne your merit, or the love which the de- 
ceaſed Lord Marqueſle bore unto you, as to ima- 
vine that even amidſt of Eternal happineſſe he 
turns his eye toward the earthy, and with ſome kind 
of ſigh teſtifies that the joyes of heaven are not al- 
together ſo pleaſing to him, as to cauſe him utterly 
to forget the glory he had in poſleſling of you ? 
I will not deny, bur that in the company where now 
keis, he taſtech an infinite of delights. But I know 
Madam, that in yours he had incomparable ones : 
wherefore to wiſh you to aſſwage your miſhap, by 
conſidering his happineſle, I ſee no likelihood of it: 
and to tel! you, that in thoſe things which are de- 


|, creed by irrevokable Lawes, the onely expedient is 


to diſpoſe your ſelf to the obeying of them. 1 


eſteem you too much above the common ſort of 
people 
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people to uſe any ſuch vulgar language to you. I 
have loſt ſeveral things, which peradventure were 
taken from me for nothing but onely to puniſh 
me for an evil inclinationT had to love too violent- 
ly. Butall the remonſtrances which were made 
me, have proved ineffeRual to me, it would ſavour 
of injuſtice in me to deſire a reſolution from you, 
which I could not obtain from my ſelf. - Time 
which ends all things was mine onely remedy, and 
queſtionleſſe, Madam, it will be yours, though you 
ſtrive never ſo obſtinaetly againſt itto hinderic, 
His proceeding is ſlow, but the effe& is infallible; 
Contribute you as much as you can towards it, 
I do not mean you ſhould forget your Husband; 
your obligements towards his whole familie are 
too well known to me to adviſe you to any ſuch 
thing, and youare too wiſe to take any ſuch evil 
counſel, TI would have you onely debar your me- 
morie thoſe obje&ts, which will not ſuffer you to 
call him to mind without regret, The humour of 
melancholie willingly cleaves to thoſe imaginations 
which entertain it. When any ſuch preſent them- 
ſelves unto you reje& them, and receive but ſuch 
as may ſerve for a paſtime to you. Eſpecialie 
Madam have a care to reap this benefit by your 
lofſe, that Fortune which now hath ſarprized you 
unewars, may find you better prepared hereafter; 
you are young, and conſequently may live long, 
it is likely this js not thelaſt bickering you will 
have with her. Let her know,that if ſhe have got 
any advantage over you,'the muſt not ſo much in- 
pute it to her own force,asto your heedleſſeneſle ; 
and that whenſovever you ſtand upon your guard 

il 
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itwill be in vain for her to attempt you. Conſider 
that in your own miſhap which you have alwayes 
regleRed in others. That glaſle is not fo bric- 
tle, as what 15 moſt conſtant in mans proſperity ; 
ind that all thoſe Epethites of Dream, Shadow, 
ſoak and wind which we commonly give to this 
gretched lite, are yet coo Glorious citles, and high 
compariſons to expreſlſe our infirmitie. It isnot a 
ting which needs to be much inculcated,virtue be- 
og lo natural unto you,and you having continually 
tefore your eyes the Counteſles example,which is 


| the beſt I can propoſe unto you. The dammage 


5 common to you both ; but the experience ſhe 
bah in things ofthis world hach endowed her, it 
not with more courage; yet with more inſtruction 
wovercome her adverſaries, She hath ſtil} ſtood 
upright amongſt ſo many falls and ruines ſhe hath 
ken in this unfortunate age; ſo that wichour any 
njurie to her we may ſay, ſhe withſtands this miſ- 
fortune as vicoriouſly as all the other that have 
beretofore aſſaulted her, To that I remit. you, and 
to Gods aſſiſtance, of whom ſo beautified a ſoul 
4 yours may expect any thing. I implore it for + 
you with all mine heart, and beſeech you Madam 
the ſame be alwayes continued in your favour as 
Jour ſervant, 
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"1 A Letter of Conſolation 10 a Lady upon the 
31 death of ber Hnsband. [wo 


| By Mounſienr Auuray. - 
'N M 4a D A My nd: 
J Was thinking on your viorie,and intended}? 
write to you upon that ſubjeRt when the naþ®0" 
came to me of my Lords deceaſe. Truly the nenf'lc 
did much aſtoniſh me,and I know not whethertp** 
lofſe hath not cauſed more alteration in my mid" 
then in your houſe. In ſuch a condition whaſ#" 
mine aſtoniſhment takes away my freedom of whe 
courſe, I qught frem thence to take a firm reſo! 
tion, and am ſorrie to imploy my Pen upon I 
reſentment of this misfortune, which Thad dee 
ned for the good ſucceſle of this buſineſſe of lekr 
great concernment, where juſtice hath ſhaken had bold 
with truth, rather then with the power ofyuſe" 
atverſe party. After this inconſtancie of Fortir cauſ 
whatcan T ſay unto you , onely that we muſt bf 0: 
diffident of it, and ſeek to ſhun the meanes oft thou 
tyrannie even in the midſt of its fawnings al 
treaties of Peace. Her kiſſes are alwayes contig") 
ous, and the fruits ſhe yeelds and which cham® 
the light, oftentimes bring poyſon along wii"! 
them. Accuſe not Heaven in this, a5 ifir borei]® 8 
particular hatred againſt you; this deadly and 6&4 
plorable miſhap hath in our daies been ſeen beſi# 
the chief Crown of the world, when the loſſe of low 
Monarch, who could have been wiſhed never! ling 
have dyed, carried mourning into the very het! Fan 
b 
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f joy ; and ended the feaſts and Trihumphs of a 
2 thy Pouriſhing State with the feares of a Tragedie, 
| [*toſe horrour is not yer forgotten. This is nor 
the firſt time the ſun hath been overtaken with a 
tempeſt, and char the ſame day hath ſeen the earth 
ndanger of burning, and of a deluge. Pleaſures laſt 
nded})ua while, their beginning and ending are in a 
e na{moment. The fame hour hath ſeen Emperours 
e nengraiſed co a Throne, and lying in the duſt ; misfor- 
herthþnes cake their original from Pleaſures,and often- 
mig mes 111 fortune is the daughter of an Excel- 
wheeſ kit Mother. And if we will believe the Fable; 
of (þ oben the Gods conld not make one compoſition of 
reſgþ$j07 and ſadneſle, they ſet them in the tail of one 
10 tInother, ſo char a calm preſages a ſtorm, and an 
_ defÞexceſſe of perfeR health is a Prognoſtick of a greac 
e of jþ ickneſſe. It is an old truth, for which we are be- 
hank] lolding ro ſome curious mens obſervation, That 
fx ie verie lame motions of the Muſcles and Nerves 
oftieſ cauſing man both to laugh and weep, do mark 
uſt k[pon his viſage annoyes and contents. Al- 
; ofk|Nough all dazes be Brothers, yet you fee bur 
s aſi like one another , and therefore the laſt 
ntap|4ay muſt be the Soveraign Judge of che life , 
hamud give the Sentence of good or evill. The 
; wii} aoner afcer which we are borne, doth not ſeem 
borej'0 give us a caſt of continuall Pleaſures upon 
d (earth, they are waters which alwayes run , yet 
 befi] # ever verie pure, We find cares amidit 
e of 1] '0wers, and manie times Poyſons are mixed with 
er tiflings neceſſarie for mans ſubſiſtance, thorns and 
bexÞflacs which bear Poyſons , bloſfome as wel! 
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fon with piety, giving them liberty to ſigh, atk 
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as the reſt, and we find dangerous ones very lik 


thoſe that are Salutiferous, as it were purpoſely | 


deceive us. No man breathes but at his fir 
comming into the World, and never a Hiſtoy 
makes mention of any more then one man, thi 
came laughing out of his Mothers Womb. Doubt 
leſſe Nature can beſtow no worſer a gift upony, 
then a long life, and can do us no greater Courte 
ſie, thento take us quickly out of a place, fron 
whence all the Elements ſeek to drive us out. Hez 
ven it ſelf hath made three parts of the eartl 
inhabitable for us, by reaſon of the exceſlie 
heat and cold of the Zones. The Sea ſteales 1 
great deal from us, though its thefts be not { 
well known unto us : and all is but to make ma 
know, that he ought elſewhere to ſeek a plic 
lefle ſubjet tro changes. We bave ſeen boil 
happie, and wretched men cut off the thred 
their life , to hinder the changes of fortune. Wit 
nefſe thoſe drinks ſo carefully preſerved in fone 
Cities, where there were Judges made a purpok 
to give Poyſon to thoſe whom their miſeries ob 
ged to ſeek after death, I have obſerved ſont 
that have ſhed tears upon infants Cradles, and rt 
joyced at their Funerals , and over their Graje 
They neded no comforters, for the very thougit 
of theſe adverſities man is ſubjet to, cauk 


them to be better contented with their laſt, te! 


with their firſt day. AndI profeſſe, I well 7 
prove of that ancient Cuſtome which regulate 
the mourning of aflited Perſons, agreed re 


pre 
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neſcribing them a timeto ceaſe, and return to the 
former condition, wherein grief had ſeized them, 
This leſſon is ſo well known, namely, that we 

ae born to die, ard we have ſo many, andſo 
frequent examples thereof, that he would be 
eſteemed a mad man, who ſhould think himſelf 
to be immortal But when I conſider that we 
nuſt ſleep, if we will live, and that reſt is not leſſe 
neceſſary rhen food; I find it moſt ſtrange, 
that life cannot ſubſiſt withour the Brother of 
death, Theſe are Lawes to which our conditions 
are ſubject, and which ought to be a comfort to 
w, ſeeing they are every where inviolably ob- 
ſerved. Icis an calle matter to overcome prief, 
apainſt which, patience never takes up Armes, 
ju it overcomes it, This vertue ſhines more in 
offering, then in reſiſting; and its ſtrength con- 
liſts, in acquieſcing to an evi) which we cannot 
withſtand. It hath cauſed ſomerimes a dew to ' 
befound in the middeſt of fear , and hath born 
the ſouls of Saints thorow a torrent of Tor. 
ments. It can give a fair outſide to bondage, 
and draw comfort out of the reins of Fami- 
lies, and ſeek fruits of life even in the very 
bolome of death. Nevertheleſſe, I will nor 
denie but this was an incomparable miſchance, 
and that the Death of my Lord your Hui- 
band, even half laid you in the Grave : 
Your grief is juſt , and it is the leaſt 
thing your Soul can do, to diſcharge its 
ſorrow by the tears of the Eyes, cauling ies 
Servants to mourn for ſo frear_ a loſſe, 
K 3 : But 
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But I muſt likewiſe believe that having ſatisfied th not | 
firſt reſentments of nature, you will renounce th nou 
benefit of the Law, which grants women a year | deli 


mourn for their Husbands.Truly I ſee not any ſo,buf 


T attributethe violence of their extaſie to their ord; 

nary weakneſle, and itwere a greatcruelty to fo 

bid them chat eaſe of mind which 1s ſo habitual t 

them ; for as the rain appeaſes the wind, ſo tea 

do calme our ſighes. But when I again conſidr 

how your bodie onely participates of your ſex 

and that ohe may obſerve ſuch reſolutions in ya 

as may ſhame the greateſt courages, I may juſth 

- boaſt of having found that woman of valou 
which the Scripture makes ſo hard a taske of find 

ing. One ſhould much wrong yonr conſtancyts 

offer it weapons. Thefe who know you will | 

you alone, knowing you will overcome in the fight 

and that grief is not able to give you any wound 

for which you cannot find preſent remedies. You 
vertues which are all Cordial, and predominate, 

will quel fortunes infolency, and make it a flaveto 

your will, Why ſhould I lie? If you were leſl 
_—_— this long ſeparation might have filled 
your ſoul with trouble, and much diſordered your 
humours. But you know that aMAictions arc of (e- 
veral taites, as the red waters of Egypt, which fee- 
med molt pleaſant to Gods people, and were ver, 
hurtful to their enemies*- ſo that your patience in 
bearing what heaven inflits upon you, is an afiu- 
red ſign of its love towards you. Though b0- 
nouts andpleaſures may raiſe us to a degree of emi- 
aency, which may cauſe as envy, yet they are not 
cae lureſt way to the habitation of glory ; we can- 
3 n0i 
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fied th] not ſo eaſily diſcover heaven in a country full of 
nce th] nountains, as in a plain and Champion place; and 
year tj delights are like clouds, which cauſe night at mid- 
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day. He that had his ſight reſtored him by the 
gall of a fiſh, and he that died with taſting a little 
hony, may be ſuffieient profs,to us of this truph. But 
ny fear of croublich you with cediouſneſſe cauſeth 
neto abſtain, and burie in ſilence thoſe many ex- 
amples I could produce out of Scripture, how di- 
rers ſorts of griefes have been cured, and finiſh 
this diſcourſe, wherein having to do with fuch a 
generous ſoul as yours, all I could ſay would prove 
wprofitable, were it not a deſire to confirm unto 


find | youthat I am, 

ncyt Aadans 

ll lt Your moſt hnmble and obedient 
nigh ſervant. 
Dund 
(OO, 
ON LETTER VI, 

_ To» Monſieur de Termes, #pon the Death of 
_ his Son. 

| 

ho By Movſieur Mal-berbe. 

= gr, 

-; | T juſtnow received advice of your Sons death, 
ſy. | Jand he that brought me the newes, put likewiſe 
-0. | this vanity into my head, that of all rhote who 
1;. | mightupon this occaſion ſeek to comfort you, 1 
or | ſhould be che man whom you would moſt wil'ing- 
n- | tyhearken to, and had moſt power of you. Sir 
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there was never ſo bad a Father, that felt not ſons 
crief at the loſſe of a Son, were he never ſo vicious; 
wherefore having alwayes known youto be of; 
yery good natyre, and your Son full of moſt anj. 
able qualities, I cannot chuſe but confeſſe, thy 
you would ſeem to be very inſenſible, if you ſhey. 
ed not a touch of lively grief in this new, and un. 
looked for diſaſter. Friendſhips begotten by op; 
nions begin lightly, and end in the ſame manner, 
Thoſe which ſpring from Natural affection, take 
ſuch deep root in us, that nothing but a prodigi 
ous violence is able to pluck them up. ButSir, 
when you have done all you can, given your (el 
over to diſpair, and to pleaſe your grief , diſoblige 
all thoſe who have intreated you to be a littie 
more ſparing of i. Queſtionleſſc time will work 
that upon you,which reaſon could nor o brain from 
you. You have had a great lofle,I confeſle ir; and 
it would be a moſt injurious complement, to ſeek 
ro mitigate your complaints, by Calumniating his 
merits for whom you grieve. But whart pretence 
could you have to perſwade you that you ſhould 
never loſe him. ' I have heard of ſome 'perfons, 
and families, to which God hath granted many ex- 
traordinary priviledges, bur to never die, isa 
priviledge I could never yet hear was grantedto 
any man : Look upon all thoſe Illuſtrions fami- 
lies yon know, and ſee if you can find one that 
hath not ſhed tears upon the ſame' occaſion you 
now do : Let us1ay aſide private conditions. If 
there be any in'the World that ſavours of great- 
rieſle, it is ar the Zounre. Yet notwithſtanding 
(omittting things paſt) do we not fee at this _ 
9s | C6 ES: | ent 
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ſent our good and beautious Queen mourning for 


the death of the King her father 2 A father who 
loved ber incomparably ; and a King, who had lic- 
le leſſe then the fourth part of the world, within the 
extent of his Dominions. No, no ; Death jsnot an 
enemy to any one particular Nation or Family, but 
to al Mankind, and as there is no remedy againſt its 
neceſſity, ſo its rigour ſuffers no exception. As often 
we ſee our neighbours doores hung with black, 
ſo often are we warned that ours may wear the like 
garment next. 

I know you will ſay, that by order of Nature, the 
father ſhould dye before the ſon; it is the fathers 
and mothers common Language. But to what pur- 
poſe would one have death follow the affe&ions of 
Nature, ſhe profeſling her ſelf to be in the world 
for no other end, but onely to ruine it ? Years are 
all compoſed of twelve moneths; Ir is a bound to 
which they alwaies arrive, but never go beyond : 
Our lives are not alike; their length is meaſured 
by the will of him that givech them. He gathereth 
the fruit while it is green ; He ſtates till ir is ripe 
He lets it hang while it is rotten : whatſoever 
He doeth, the Creatures owe this ſubmiſſion to 
their Creator, to believe he doeth nothing unjuſtly. 
He doeth no wrong, neither to them he takes away 
young, [nor to them whom he ſuffers to grow old. 
To ask why he doeth things with ſuch diverſity, 
isro queſtion that which peradventure we ſhall nor 
bereſolved of untill we come to a place where 
there is a greater light :' now we are in ſuch a 
darkneſſe as renders all our curiolities un- 
proficable, There are Plummers to ——_ 

ceep 


——_— _- 


F; 
' 


138 | A Colletion of Part. 3, 


—— —K—C CN 


— Pen 


deep abyſles of the ſea, but none for Gods ſecrets, 
Beleive me, and put this trouble out of your mind, 
it cannot ſtay there without diminution of your 
honour : You have rendred due obſequies to that 
Son which you have loſt, think now upon them 
which are left you. They are branches of the ſame 
ſtock, and give you the ſame hopes; takeyou the 
ſame care of them, and live to aſliſt them. 1 conjure 
you to it by thar Charity, which is the cauſe of your 
ſorrow, and by the extraordinary affeRtion you al- 
waies did bear to your wife, You are bound to give 
her all good examples, give her this,to conform her 
ſelf alwaies to the will of God, and take heed leſt if 
you ſhould grow obſt:nace in grieving your ſelf, ſhe 
who is of a ſex where tenderneſle of heart ſeems 
to be commendable, ſhould grow to ſuch extreams, 
as might add a ſecond misfortune, to this whichis 
already befallen you, Finally, Sir, remember you 
have a Brother, whom not onely ours, bur all other 


| Forraign Courts hold to be a Mirror and pattern 


of Vertue : You are bound to him as much as 
you could be to a Father ; Bear him that reſpe, 
ro think that whatſoever Fortune takes away from 
you, if ſhe ſnatch not him away, you have enough, 
You were alwaies ſo addicted to glory, that when 
France bath been withour jarrs,you have gone into 
Holland and Piemont, or any where, where you 
have heard of Wars, go go in queſt of it. Ler none 
therefore have occaſion to ask you what is become 
of your courage. Victories which we obtain from 
our enemies are never ſo far our own, but that we 
owe part of them to Fortune, or to ſome aſliſtance 


we have had elſewhere. Thoſe which we _—_ 
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call ours,and wherein no body can claim any ſhare, 
arethe ViRories we get over our own Paſſions, 
when in deſpight of them we keep our minds un- 
difurbed, or ſet them again at reſt, if any troubles 
have ſtirred them. IT am not ſo ſtupid as to ima- 
gine to tell you any thing you know not far better 
then my ſelf. But the inclination you have alwaies 
had to eſteem me more then I merit, and to love 
me better then 1 deſerve, obliging me to render 
you all manner of ſervices 1 am able. 1 thoughr 
[could not without a brand of manifeſt ingratitude, 
but eontribute ſomewhat towardsthe eaſing of your 

rief, If I prevail I hit rhe mark I aim at; if not, 1 
ſhall at leaſt have teſtified how much IT valew your 
favours, and how much 1 deſire ro continue your 


love and remain, 
Sr, 
Tour moſt humble and moſt obedient ſervant. 
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Toa 4 Marziſtrate upon the loſſe of two of his 
children, who dyed of the Peſtilence 


By Monfieur Auuray. 


Sir, 
Come alone after your crowd of friends which 
! have ſuffered to go before me, to ſpeak wich 
you apart. I imagine they bave found you more 
conſtant chen Tiberis, who himſelf made the Fune- 
ral Oration upon his: ſons death ; and that they 


came froca your houſe full ofam azement to ſee you 
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fo reſolute and undaunted in the midit of a ſtorm, 
as if you were the maſter of it; Yet ſuch a Popular 
misfortune be falling your family, cannot chuſe but 
ſometimes give you ſad and troubleſome thoughts, 
ſpight of al thoſe great buſineſſes which attend your 
place. The ſorrow which N.conceived, making me 
ro judge of the greatneſſe of your grief, obliged me 


at laſt co witneſle it ſome way unto you, & ſhew] | 


ſuffer with you in an evil, which by refleRion is fo 
common unto us, Andif TI have hitherto deferred 
it, it was to let time give your firſt wound the dreſ- 
ſing, fearing to fall into that Sophiſters Error, who 
unſeaſonably prevented a Treatiſe of Juſtice unto 
the Emperor when he was employed in Martial af. 
fairs,and thought nothing unjuſt, but what reſiſted 
him. Now ſeeing Ican no longer delay it, 1am re- 
ſolved to ſhew you an operation of Spirit, wrought 
by the death of your chiidren, and ſtrew (as well as 
the reſt) ſome few flowers upon their graves. 


But ſeeing few words muſt be uſed to great | 


eriefs, as well as to mighty Kings, and that a ſoli- 

cary ſilence which continues them, is more accepta- 

ble then the converſation of men, who ſeek to di- 

vertthem. I had almoſt laid away my Pen, and 

ſhaked off the deſign of writing to you. I fear my 

reaſons will add to your ſorrowes and the force of 
Love, deccive my hope of moderating your grict, 
If my duty did not oblige me to witneſle the reſent- 
ment of all thoſe who belong unto you, and are 
oppreſſed by the ſame ſadneſſe, I would have fur- 
ceaſed writing upon a Subjet, wherein you are 
able to inſtru& others; and make books in which 
even Philoſophers might finde matter to comfort 
them, You need notread St. e{ngnſtinenor Sms, 
0 


— 
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{ERNIE ; 
to mitigate your grief, you draw comfort from your 
ſif,and the leaſt of your vertues is ſufficient to heal 
ou. This adverſity, to ſpeak truth, is not ene of 
thoſe which ſurprize the ſoul onely, it ſeizech upon | 
the ſenſes, and ſo diſturbs the whole inward man, 
that the outſide preſently bears the marks there- 
ofand the body falls into a languiſhment which 
leaves it without any other motion, bur that which 
ſighes force it unto. I queſtion not but you 
are ſubjeQ ro the ſame motions as our Saviour was 
(in his Humanity) for the death of Zazarms ; butT 
likewiſe believe you have not been long withour 


in — 


| thatmwoderation which Heroick Spirits, like yours, 


ſhew as well in adverſity, as in proſperity. The firſt 
motions are free, and owe no tribute to reaſon, but 
though we ſuffer them to come, we muſt not follow 
them; we muſt therein do like thoſe mighty Rivers, 
which run: into the Sea, without mixing with it : 
imitating the Bee which gathers Hony our of bitter 
Thyme. Grief is a natural diſeaſe,whoſe cure is not 
deſperate; ſometimes it is ambitious, and ſeemlineſs 
only obliges ir,to cloath it ſelf with ſuch ſad appea- 
rances as cauſes us to look pale and wan. It is a Do- 
meſtick enemy, ſo much the more dangerous, be- 
cauſe it hath a pleaſing and alluring look, and puts 
on ſometimes the habit of Vertue to deceive us, like 
unto choſe moving fires which light us only,to lead 
us to ſome precipice. And as Comets ſhew bigger 
and fairer then any other Stars, yet never preſage 
us any gaod. 

Itis a Poyſon which works ſtrongly ifnot carefully 
lookt to:a Paiſjon commendable but for a time. We 


ought not to be inſenfible, and receive blowes like 
8 
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a ſtone which hath no feeling. Wiſdom bath pre. 
cepts that are not barbarous, it prohibits not the 
uſe of teares ; but ceuſeth reaſon co follow cloſe 
afcer, tothe end that fair Light may diſperſe all the 
clouds and tempeſts ſtirred up in the moſt abjeR, 
and weak part of mar, common and vulgar ſouls 
waite upon their griefs ending : while it is proper 
to great courages to ſtop their courſe. 

OF a truth, the exceſſe of an abundant love 
(ſuch is a fathers) bach great priviledges , it is 
above the Lawes of conſtancie, and tramples over 
reſpe&s, and dignities, Have not Senators ſome- 
times wept for their Children as well as you?and 
have not bluſhed under their Purple Robes to 
ſhed teares at the end of their lives, Ina word, 
wiſe men who give examples, govern the world, 
and follow the beſt opinions; Would holdall 
thoſe to be cruel, which do not as you do, upon 
the like occaſion as this you mourn for, if that 
Sect were now living,which was ſo great an enemy 
to all motions of Love, I think it could hardly find 
any remedies fit for your grief, and would queſti- 
onleſſe confeſſe, that if all children were 1uch as 
y ours, their fathers grief for the loſſe of them 
would be moſt juſt. 

Befides Sir, I come not to ſurprize the reſent- 
ments of your ſoul, nor to rob your hear of that 
renderneſſe which piety requires of it. Contrary 
wayes I come to joyn my forrow to yours ; andit 
the dead have any feeling or knowleds of che 
plaints the Living make for them, I offer my 
mouth, mine eyes,and Pen to bewaile the Joſle of 
your children, fo long as I live. Alſo you muſt 

conlider * 
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conſider Sir, that if they died young, their old age 
was arived ſooner then other mens, they have lived 
as long as they oughrtto live ; and he dieth not 
ſoon, that could live no longer, Howloever they 
were come to the end of their race : and that Su- 
pream Judge, from whoſe ſentence, there is no ap- 
peal , had ſo appointed it. We ought rather ſay, 
their life is ended, then interrupted ; for their 
Death was no way haſtened by this accident, ſeeing 
their life was there to have a period... When fruits 
are ripe in the ſpring, we muſt not ſtay till Au- 


| tumne to gather them; and it would be the loſſle of 


them ſo to do. Beſides, the faireſt things laſt leaſt 
time. The ſame day, ſees the Roſe flouriſh and 
die, and man who is the rareſt peece of Gads 
Workmanſhip. and the chief parcel of the W orld, 
lives not ſo long as Stags and Oakes : the fire goes 
out ſooneſt when it flames moſt, and the little la- 
ſtingneſſe of ic , is a ſign of its vivacity: When 
things are come co that perfe@ion, that they can 
neither increaſe nor diminiſh, they muſt end, 

Finally Sir,it will appear that your tears are not ac- 
ceptable to thoſe for whom you ſhed them, and 
that all che World finds fault with you therefore, 
Fortune, and you vertues have placed you in ſo 
Perſpicuous a lighr,thatall your ations are known: 
Men often look upon you, and obſerve even your 
eyes, ſo that the very time of your griefs ceaſing 
will be nored. The place you are in will not af- 
ford you leiſure to doit. You mult lay aſide your 
own intereſts, to follow the Common Wealths 
and moderate your tears, to ſtop thoſe wretches 


Jamentations who caſt chemſelves at your feet : ſo 
that 


144 A Collection of 


that they expeRting from your mouth the end of 
their misfortunes, you have not time to think on 
chat whieh is now befallen you. Belides, if you 
had begotten immortal Children, you had not loſt 
them ; Whereas ſubjefting them to the lawes of 
nature, you ought not to find it ſtrange if they be 
dead. Trouble not your ſelf therefore, if their day 
of Triumph hath ſo cloſe followed their birth-day, 
to arrive to which we daily cruciate our ſelves, 
It is no newes for the Tree to outlaſt the fruit, 
and Children to arrive to their laſt home before 
their Parents ; where good things and the obje& 
that gives themare Ecernal. Tf they have lived but 
a ſhort time, their Crown will be no leſſe beauti- 
ful, being purchaſed by that blood which redeem- 
ed the world. You need no Revelation to per- 
ſwade you they are in happineſſe ; God took them 
in their age of innocence, for fear leſt evil ſhould 
deface thoſe beauties which are requiſite in thoſe 
that behold him. So that weeping for their death 
would be as much as grieving; for that at which 
the verie Angels rejoyce, and to be ſorry they 
are in companie with thoſe who daily converſe 
with us, and are employed for our defence. Death 
hath not offended your love, ſeeing that baving 
ſetthem ina place of Glorie which is to be envied, 
ir hath made them more amiable. If the King 
would have your picture in his cloſet, were it not 
as great an honour as could be done to you ? And 
if God takes two of your children who are your 
image, 18 it not a ſign heloves the ſame thing as 

you love. _. 
It is queſtionleſſe,a great teſtimonie of his affeRi- 
on 
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ito ſecure your wealth , and ſet your deareſt 
afure out of danger. AfﬀMictions are Gods fa- 
urs, but all men are not capable of receivirg 
jem. They makea man perfect ; as a work- 
uns Chizel finiſhes a Statue by carving of it. Fire 
xreaſes and mounts higher, whea it is agitated by 
jewind, & gains force by its contracy. The fliar 
xelds no fire unleſſe it be ſmitten, muſicat initru- 
ziteeld beſt harmony,when they are ſtronglieſt 
mched, In a word, Laurels grow not in wuinens 
ms; Nor within our houſes. That peradventure 
fichrouchech you moſt is the kind of death which 
th ſnatched from you theſe ſpringing flowers ; 
lyer you. have here alſo wherewithal ro com- 
it your ſelf ; ſeeing two great and mightie Prin- 
& who were both juſt and potent died ot the 
gue at the fiege of Jeruſalem ; and chat Al- 
tonſo King of Spain,and Marcus Antonius,who 
wtheſon of a Conſul,came to the like end;an evi- 
ant teſtimony, that great men herein have no 
ore priviſedge then others,and the moſt contagi- 
is diſeaſes reſpect neither the purple of Kings,nor 
te Philoſophers habit. it was the ſcourge which 
Jaid made choice of asthe mildeſt. Deſiring ra- 
terto die by Gods hand then mans. Grieve not 
Krauſe your children enter into Glory at the ſaine 
ivreas Lewis did, who gained heaven, while he 
i about the conqueſt of che holy Land , and 
aving them in their repoſe, look here betow up- 
nthe hopefulneſſe of your two eldeſt ; they are 
loſe will make you live after death, and willrbem- 
wes grow old in offices, thac enſuing rimes 
uy not have leſſ:s happineſſe then ors, and 
ity yeeldjng you Nephewes, your Familie 
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may have men as deſerving as your felt to ſervyeth 
the ſucceſſors ofthis Crown. | 
As for my part, Sir, fince it is our families he| 
reditarie right to yeeld yours fervants. I hal 
more eſteem of your ſucceeding my Parents inthet| | 
deſires, then in their wealch, and will alwais|, 
ſeek opportunitie to be as they, 


Your moſt humble and moſt obeatent 
Subjeft and Servant. 


—— 


LETTER VIIL. 
, Toa Father utont he loſſe of all his Children, 
Written by Monnſiear Auuray. 


Grin be ſtrong reaſons to comfort a man 
in great affliftions, and 1 having but weak 
ones, would not ſo much as have thoughtupon 
bringing you any remedies : but that | knew you 
bad at home both better and more preſent. M 
chicfeſt deſign is to endeavour to make you breik 
cnat deep lilence, which hath made you fo ſolit 
ry, tharone would imagine death had art the ſame 
time taken away your ſpeech, when it ſeized upon 
your children. This laſt which you now haveloſt 
and faw but clay enough to make it a Chriſtran, 
and place ic in the numberof the EleR, hath que 
ſtionleſſe rouched you moreto the quick then the 
other, having almoſt committed a parricide init 
virth, by depriving her of life who gave life to , 
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[am ſure it put you in mind ofthe others you had 
loſt, and renzwed the former teares which you had 
ſhed upon cheir tombes, Yet what would you ſay, 
if] ſhould fall to reproving inſtead of comforting 
you ; you loved your children, and Fow you prieve 
forthem : muſt one grieve tor love 2 Grief hath 
| this great evil inir, that ic is not onely unprofi- 
table , but ingratefn}, ſeeing when we have prieved 
6 the utmoſt, we reap nothing but annoyarce 
byit, and it takes away from us the remembrance 
of thoſe contents we formerly received. Icis me 
tlinks, too {tri an injoyment of things, to eſteem 
only the preſent, and ranck thoſe that are paſt in 
the number of thoſe which never were. Joycs for 
what is paſt, and Hopes of what is to come are 
but affected things; yet yeeld no ſmall content. 
Expectation of good, & the remembrance of chac 
which we received two years ſince, pleaſe our 
nind after their own faſhion. It is trffe that che 
future is not ours, but that which is paſt God 
binſelf cannot take away from us, and cauſe 
5s never to have been happie after he hath 
once made us ſo. Our mind is not like the 
Danaides Sieve which never could hold anie wa- 
ter, after pleaſure$are once entred into it, it lyerh 
in our power to retain them there, ſo we have ne- 
rer ſo little memorie. 

How manie great Perſons have ſeen their chil- 
dren go before them, and never ſo much as al. 
tred their countenance ? How manie have been 
known to dry up their Tears, art the fire which 
turned their bodies into aſhes, And from their 
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defend veriue? Beſides you daily go on the ſame 


Þ W_———— 


Ea 


way they wen , have buta little patience, and you |' 


ſhall ſee chem again never to loſe their comps 
ny. Think rot cime long, you are running after 
them, and time which muſt end your grief, bring 
you along as faſt as you can, to the place of their 
abode. Are you not forry they have out-gone 
you ? To complain becauſe they are dead is to 
bemoan their roo quick arrival ro the Harbour, 
After we come into this World, there remain; 
rou2hr for us todo, but dye, and we come into 
this life, but onely to go out of it. Of all whit 
muſt befa}l us, nothing is more certain then death, 
and we complain of a thing wherein no man x 
vet was ever deceived, You will tell me they 
died young; and dConot you know, that thoſe 
who tlve lonpelt, ſometimes live lefſe then others, 
Experience hatch truly ſhewed us, that thoſe who 
patle over many vears, endure notleſle croſſes, and 
hinderances. Lite of it felt cannot be taken for 
£096 norevii, it 1s rather that which makes you 
talte of both. : 

[cis true, they might have performed wonder- 
iul rhings, following your examples and inſtry- 
tions; butwho knows whether they might not 
have taken after the greater number, which js not 
of thoſe who are good. It we well conſider, the 
evil inclinations and habitudes of youth in this 


age, Children give us more cauſe of fear, then of | 


hope. YetI do not intend you ſhould be made 
oi Bronzo or Þrafle, and that you ſhould in this 
caſe weare the ſame viſage as when you are deci- 
d:ng of controverſies, arid judging berween par- 
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ties : nor that you ſhould have your love queſtio- 
ied ; Looking upon this diviſion of your Fami- 
y, as you © would behold the Funerals of ſome 
mnknown Perſon. The dead will be otherwife 
booked upon then the living, and ſeeing thoſe 
mettle mouthes now ſilenced , which were 
ont to yeeld you ſach pleaſing entertain- 
nent , thoſe eyes cloſed that caſt ſuch render 
Glances upon you, and thoſe delicate Hands 
old and languiſhing , which gave you ſuch 
ling applauſes, if your ſpiric ſhould I fay, 
almely behold theſe ſad accidents, it would be 
i ſign rather of fenleſleneſſe, then of ver- 
(we, 

When tears eaſe as, we may let them diſtil with- 
cut reproach: we muſt ſuffer. not command 
their guſhing out ; we ſhed chem through afecti- 
0, not for faſhion ſake, women veep naturally, 
andthe moſt inſenſible for imitation. Eſpecially 
tis a meer folly ro be inſtructed therein by ex« 
amples, and follow any other motions but 
toſe of our own hearts : it is ſufficient to be ſad 
for our ſelves, without imitation of anothers 
rrief, Sorrow that is not Hypocritical alwayes 
tides it ſelf internally, and dares not ſhew it 
klf abroad , for fear of being diminiſhed: that 
keks fpeRators, and ſhewes 1t 1elf in Theaters, 
snever Cordial. Some will feck to gain repu- 
ation by their tears, and make themſelves ſad a 
purpoſe to be commended for it. Yet while they, 
ek to reape credit by fo bad a cauſe, 

L thev 
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they do not perceive that the people which ſees [0 


them , make their wry mouthes, holds them effe. 
minate if they ſhew too much reſentment, and 
cruel if they ſeem not to be moved. Let there. 
fore reaſon guide us, not tearing that ſhe will ap- 
poſe natural neceſlicy : when we are ſmitten in 
the right place, queſtionleſle ſhe wi!l yeeld, ſceing 
ſhe approves of tears in Magiſtrates eyes, who are 
both States-Men, and Fathers of a Family. There 
iF no vertue that takes away our ſenſes, wiſe mer 
enjoy ſorrow as well as other men, but their ſpirit 
bears it in another manner then vulgar people do, 
Temples which may moleſt a pilot , do not take 
away his courage; his vertue his is ina calme 
amidſt tempeſts, his body may be ſometimes car- 
ried up to the ſtarres, and ſodainly again downin- 
ro abyſles; he muſt follow the motion of the 
waters and veſſel; Let the skie fall, the earth 
riſe, and ler the whole World be turned upſide- 
down, his mind will never,be diſturbed. I confeſſ: 
there is more pleaſure, in making known ones ver- 
tues, and ſhewing moderation in good, thenin 
bad fortune. Phigias was admirable, even when 
he wrought in baſeſtand moſt abie&t materials; 
yet not/comparable to what he could perform upon 
Ebon, Alabaſter, or Marble: he did all things 
perfectly ,well, as far as the fub;e&t he wrought 
upon would permit, bur his richeſt Peeces were al- 
wayes the rareſt: And to fpeak truth, vertues arc 
more reſplendant amongſt riches, then in povertie, 


Gold conduces much to the ſetting forth of a Dis 


mond, it is eaſie to do well amid roſes, then 
among briers, in ones native Country, then in ba- 
| | So ni\hmen! 
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h fees [iſhment. This is ail SirI intended to ſay to you 
1 effe. [oncerning your loſſes, and of your vertue which 
- and [ue both incomparable; and whereas many do be- 
here. |noane, ſo they alſo admire you : and your con- 
lt ap- [fancy cauſes as much aſtoniſhment, as your misfor- 
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me, I know ſome, who ſeeing your ſufferances, 
ze more touched with envy, then compaſlion, and 
zould not, paradventure refuſe to fall into the like 
liaſter, if they were ſure to appear as couragious, 
ad conſtant as you do. I conceive you have ſome 
omixed with your diſpleaſure, which moderating 
;,hath given me leave to expreſſe unto you the 
luties of, | 


[o 


Your ſervant. 
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LETTER IX. 


Monſieur des Hameaux , chief Preſident of the 
Conrt of Aſſiſtants in Normandy #pox the 
Death of his Father, 


By Monſieur de Boys- Robert, 
Sir, 
Have not ſhewen my ſelf ſo ready to condole 
with you, for the death of your Father , as I 
ſhould have been, believe not though I beſeech you 
that I have had lefſe reſentment of it, then any of 
tte reſt of your friends; and amidſt the reſpe& I 
bear to your juſt tears, impute my ſitence onely to 
lſcretion. 1 believe verily,that I have been more 
onched with this loſle, then any of thoſe who have 


nitten to you about it, ſeeing I have felt that 
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crief in my lieart, which they peradventure way 
but at their bngers ends. But when I conſidered th 
continual and extream pain he lived in, whomyy 
now mourn for; Ichought it had been more 9 
venientto pity his too long and troubleſome lik 
then lament his death which hath delivered hin 
out of a great deal of miſery.. Had he left you 
years, wherein his diretion had been yer need{i 
for you, and that he had nor arrived co that ap 
within which mens longeſt life is bounded, ye 
ſhould not,have needed to trouble my ſelf to ſet 
our expreſſions to comfort you, knowing your 
ſpiric ſo well as I do, for I know lefle then you hai, 
would be of force tufficient ro encounter with the 
Sreateſt evils. But God be praiſed you have gore 
thorow ali thoſe degrees of Honour that were r- 
quiſite for the raiſing you to the eminency of hi 
place; and death (which in all likelihood, ſhould 
long before have ſeized on him) ſeems to have 
favoured his deſigns and your expect» 
cn, by giving him as much time as he deliredto 
pur it into your hands. Now that you are her 
of his Wealth and Honours and out of that trov 
ble which his perpetual ſicknefle cauſed to you 
mind, and at ſix and twenty years*of age pot 
ſeſied of one of the chiefeſt Dignities of our great 
Province : ſhould not I be ridiculous, if I did b& 
moan you: and you unjuſt to exceed in grief jo! 
him, whom your vertues cauſe to live again? 
For my own part, Ido not believe you needed 
any mans advice, to reſolve your ſejf againl: 
this Jofſe, and that your .own reaſon—hath fur 
niſhed you with as much ajliſtance 23 you cook 
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have deſired from your friends. If 1 had written 
any ſooner, while your grief was yet freſh, I might 
have drawn ſome ſorrow out of our common re- 
ſentment. But I know you would not willingly 
have me offer violence to my Pens freedom which 
onely delights in pleaſant ſubjects. This is all the 
excuſe I ſhall make for having ſo long deferred this 
teſtimonial of the duty I owe you. Aſſuring you 


Sir that I am, 


Sur, 


Your ſervant, 5c. 
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LETTER 


of Cenſolation to the moſt Illaſtrious Lady 
' Marqueſſe of Chaumont apon the death 
of the Earl of Tournon ber father. 


By the Lird Riolant. 


Madan, 


Marvel not, that the rareſt wits (though im 
char moſt ill adviſed) have gained no other re- 
ward or recompence for their watches, but an 
extream diſpleaſure , for having been unwet- 
come gueſts unto you. It was an importuning, 
and diipleaſing of you, or rather a kinde of 
Tyranny, under the pretence of. Friendſhip , 
to ſeek to make you impaſlible in a grier, 
which would turn to ſhame if it were not = 
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Not but that their writings might have forced 
even ſorrow it ſelf (if it could have rid them) to 
bave taken comfort; But becauſe your grief (at 
that time having predominance over all other 
Paſlions) could not have yielded to any reaſons 
char would have preſumed to preſent you any com- 
fort. Thoſe Swan-like notes are yer harſh in your 


ears, to which nothing ſeems ſo pleaſant as thoſe - 


birus tunes which preſage death. This advantage 
perſwades me, that my voice will be as accepta- 
ble as theirs was diſpleaſing to you, for it proceeds 
onely from that ſadneſſe which poſlſeterh you. It 
hath forſaken and quitted thoſe hardned, or rather 
inanimate bodies, which would, or could, endure 
to ſee your eyes without tears, your breaſt without 
ſighes, your ſoul without ſorrow, and your tongue 
without laments, having had ſuch a loſle, as.no dif- 
aſter can now befal you, that may be compared to 
it. No Madam, let no ſuch pittileſſe gueſts be 
welcome to you. Let your Cabinet door be ſhut 
againſt them, ſeeing that grounding themſelves 
upon the opinion of thoſe unnatural Philoſophers, 
who totally forbid their wiſe men the uſe of ſighes, 
theſe would be as barbarous as they in hindring 
yours, Yet] believe not but ſeeing you a father- 
lefſe daughter, they would be more pittiful then 
their Sect permits them, and forgetting the care of 
comforting you, would help to bemoan your loſle. 
Their fouls were they never ſo obdurate, would 
learn to become ſenſible, and their eyes void of al! 
moiſture,would find the uſe of weeping by your ex- 
ample. Weep boldly then, ſecing none is againſt the 
delight yourake in mourning, and ſeeing that even 

| Vertue 
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Vertue it ſelf approves of thoſe Laments which are 


expreſſed upon the firſt commotion of Nature, 
Weep Madam, ſigh and be ſorrowful. Sadneſle 
cannot be exceſlive in ſuch an evil, and nothing 
ought to hinder you from it, ſeeing your grief will 
yield you ſome-kind of pleaſure. Oh how happy 
ſhould I have eſteemed you in your misfortune, if 
jour Honourable father had been endowed with 
eſſe perfetion, that he might have been leſſe la- 
mented, But the French,and all ſtrangers confeſle, 
that Earope hath not eyes enow to weep for his 
offe, nor ſtreams of tears enough to expreſle their 
Tef, which notwithſtanding is not great enough 
0 equal their misfortune. 

The peoples ſighes are doubtleſſe extream, the 
Great ones laments exceſſive, and yours beyond 
compare. But let'you and them mourn for him 
2 much as you can, or will, yet can you not do it 
much as he deſerves : and he that would diſpleaſe 
you beyond meaſure need but to adviſe you to not 
deafficted. Yet if I perſwade you to tears, I mean 
they ſhould be tears of compaſſion, and not in-" 
compaſlionate,l would have your courage ftricken, 
but nor overthrown : your ſpirit moved, but not 
tranſported ; your ſelf wounded, but not conque= 
red; not exempting you from the Commortons 
:nd troubles of the mind, but wiſhing you to regu- 
late and moderate them by reaſon. The ſenſe which 
rou have of ſuch a loſſe authorizeth your tears, 
but Vertue forbids you the exceſſe of them. For- 
gernothing of that which your duty and misfor- 
tune obliges you to ; but yer do nothing which 


may call your conſtancy in queſtion. Take heed 
for 
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Part 3, 
juſt ations. Think not Madam, that I meanty 
« dry up your tears, I wiff but wipe them off, and if 
] thought they could revive your father, TI woul( 
deſire of heaven they might never ceaſe. Butng- 
thing leſſe, for death is never a whit more pittiful, 
Alas ! if that could be ſatisfied with tears, hoy 
many gallant warriours think you, who dyed at the 
fiege of Troy, would have been revived and fone 
into Greece, to ſee their mothers and wives, who 
wept and lamented them ten years : Forgo then 
your complaints, which, unuſeful co any good end, 
work nothing but evil. Submit to ſuch accident 
which cannot be remedyed, ceaſing to look after 
that which is not to be had. Would you haveit 
ſaid you will hate your ſelf to gain the glory 6f 
having conſtantly loved another 2 But it would 
indeed be hating, and not loving of him, to wiſh 
him upon earth again to endure the diſcommo- 
dities of a troubleſome life. 

Would you have him hazard Eternal bliſſe, to 
regain infallible unhappineſſe, and ſeeing him- 
ſelf ſecure from the malice of Fortune, Men, and 
Death, again return into thoſe fears which are in- 
ceſſantiy cauſed unto us by theſe three enemies, lt 
were a kind of madneſſe perpetually ro afMict ones 
ſelf for him who ſhall never ſuffer again : andas 
it 1s cruelty to weep for none, ſo it 1s envyt0 
veep for one that is in happineſle. 

I would continue in relating to you all the rea- 
ſons which are uſed upon ſach ſubje&s ; were it 
not that abuſing your patience I ſhould offend 
the excellency of your Rare Spirit, endeavouring 
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toentertain ſo great a thing with ſuch weak Diſ- 
courſes, and with Vulgar Conſolations, mitigate 
ach ſenſible reſentments. 


It is true, your grief is too ſtrong to be cured 
by weak remedies, and my wit too weak to give 
joureaſons to leſſen it. Yet 1 will not ſtop 1n ſo 
fira way, ſeeing you have means ſufficient at home 
to facilitate your perfect cure, 


I pray, Madam, let me ask you, whether it be the 
erief of being ſeparated from your Deceaſed Hus- 
band which Torments you, or are you troubled by 
reaſon of the ſorrow he might feel for abandon- 
ng of you. You will ſurely anſwer me, it is 
both, and I canfeſſe, I verily believe it. VVhata 
father was it > do you ſee him come out of his 
Graveto comfort you, and tell you that he dycd 
noſt contentedly, having left his good daughter 
(for ſo Madam he was accuſtomed to cail you) 
Wife to one of the braveſt and wiſeſt Lords that 
wer FRANCE bred, and to have ſeen you not 
onely a Wife, bur alſo a Mother, and a Mother 
to three young Lords , who will one day be an 
aſſured, and Honourable ſtaffe of your old age, 
and to him a Memorable Poſterity, 


But ſeeing your plaints have been permitted 
you, and chat after your weeping you mult ac laſt 
tereſolved , yield unto your ſelt reaſons of Com- 
fort, as you have been curious in finding out ſuch 
might authorize your prief. 


You will queſtionleſſe anſwer, you expeRt them 
from me, ſeeing I have voluntarily offered my 
ſelf thereunto. T will Madam , and you 
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muſt ſuffer me to tell you that the loſſe of a father, 
eſpecially of ſuch a father as yours was, is infinite: 
Yet you ought to conſider, that we muſt dye, and 
that it is the condition of all humane things, but 
eſpecially of rare and beauriful ones ; that Lillie 
dye as ſoon asthey are born, and Roſes wither 
ſoon as they are bloomed. You will ſurely ac 
knowledge,that it 1s more neceſſary for men to dye, 
then to be born, and that conſequently , grief 
grounded upon the deceaſe of any is unprofitable 
Burt are not you like one of thoſe Phyſicians, why 
when they are in health have ſtore of remedies fr 
all manner of diſeaſes? But being ſick they knoy 
not where they are, they are blind in their own dif 
ſeaſe,and are forced to ſend for others of their own 
profeilion, No Madam, your ſoul is too ſtrony 
co be ſo caſt down, and too couragious to yieldto 
afflictions. I know you grief 1s great , but! 
likewiſe know it is not ſo obſtinate, as to not yeeld 
to your own remedies. That is to look upon the 
favour God hath conferred upon you, in not cau- 
ſing you to feel that forrow which commonly isin- 
flicted upon thoſe whom newes is brought from 
far, of their parents deceaſe. I beſeech you Me 
dam, conſider what a content it may beto you to 
have tried all manner of remedies for his recove- 
ry, & have omitted nothing that a Daughter could 
do for the prolonging of his lite thac gave her hers, 


What happineſſe, what favour and content wasit 
to have him die in your armes, with ſo many 


rare expreſſions of words, of Zeal towards 
God, and prayers to obtain forgiveneſſe of thole 


(if any)whom he had offended ? har kappineſk 
| was 
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Part 3+ Moral Letters. 159 
was it alſo to not have been affrighted with hear - 


ing him dead, fainting with wounds ſtifled under 
a heap of dead bodies, trodden to pieces under 
horſes feet, bis ſword in his hand, harbouring re- 
yenge in his ſou], Oathes which rage in ſuch occa- 
fions puts in mens mouths, without the honour of 
a Tombe, lying ar the mercie of fouls, and beaſts, 
and void of trouble to ſeek out his bodie in a field 
of batcail 2 Who would not then blame your rears 
if they continued, and who could maintain them to 
be juſt, if they had no ends : They would nor 
avail him for whom you ſhed them. You could 
not niove the deſtinies with your teares and com- 
plaints; they have no ears to hear, nor eyes to ſee 
you. If they badeither, their pittie, though mer- 
cilefſe, would force them ro grant you that which 
once they granted to Orplicus, and then again 
would you iall into that trouble which he was not 
able to avoid; being forced to weep again for 
that which you would (as he did) loſe again, there 
remaining nothing to yu of your enterprize ; but 
the reloſing of that which you could not keep, 
And ifrthey had both eyes -andeares, and that they 
ſhould once more for your ſake break their lawes, 
what could you hope to gain thereby, ſeeing hea- 
ren bath poſleſlion ofchac which you gp *See 
what would become of your repuratiqn, if you 
ſhould alwayes mourn for that which ought not to 
be mourned for, being the lawes of life oblige and 
bind us to the lawes of death. And death is as 
well an eternal part of our ſelves as lite, which 
doth bur onely guide us the way co death, and 
without death we could never attain life. So Ma- 
| dam, 
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dam, I am afſured your thoughts will be alwayes 
framed by wiſdom, and your aQions will not give 
your virtue the iye. And as Eumenes ſaid, he would 
never acknowledge any to be more mightie then 
himſelf,ſo long as he had his ſword in his hand; fo 
you will not be overcome ſo long as you have 
your own reaſons aſliſtance. All thoſe conſidera- 
tions make me believe, that your grief will be to 
your ſoul, as rain is to Scarlet garments, which it 
wets bur never diſcoloureth, and promiſe me that 
theſe diſcourſes will do no more to you then the 
ſelf rain doth to Rockes, waſhes their outſide, but 
never wets the inſide of them, T will therefore 
end Madam, and for a laſt comfort which com- 
prehends all others, conjure you to confirm your 
ſelf unto the will of God, from whom depends all 
our reſt. IT as much defirehim to afliſt you,as1 
wiſh theſe lines may be pleaſing and irreproveable 
witneſſes unto you, of the ſervice which 1 have 
vowed unto you,being, 


CMadaty, 


your moſt hamble,aud moſ# 
obedient ſervant, 


TT LIK 
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To the Lady Princeſſe of Conty upon the Death o+ 
her Brother, the Chevalier de Guiſe ; which met 
killed by the breaking of @ Cannon 
he ſhot off. 


By Monſieur de Malherbe: 


MADAM, 


PEing hindered from coming to St. Germain by 
ſome affairs, yer deſiring to not fail in my 
uy, I daily inquire of your health ; My manifold 
oligements make it dear unto me, and conſiders 
gin what ſad condition your went away from 
tence by reaſon of the ſad meſſage you received 
of the death of your Brother, I fear time, though 
never ſo good a Phyſitian, hath much ado to give 
jouany eaſe, All Ican hear is, chat you ſigh at 
it, Germain as you did at Paris, and that all ſorts 
of objes cauſe you to renew your complaints, that 
(onſolations are no welcomer to you then they 
mere wont. And finally, that you are ina man: 
tie ame as you were the firſt hower this doleful 
news was brought to you. 1 know Madam, that 
ty condemning your tears, one would ſeem ro 
gaorant of the greateſt reſentment that Nature 
an afford, Other paflions are limited within 
mall bounds, which if they go beyond never ſo 
lttle, they exceed good deportment,that of loveis 


tream laydable when it is extream violent: and [ 
pe muſt - 


ving no ſtrength buc what it receives from your 
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confeſs, that if hitherto you had done leſſe theal {e hy 


you do, I ſhould have abated ſomewhat of the ops |, 


Part pr 


nion have of your nature. But now you ſeem 40, 


paſſe from the love ofa brother, to hating of you 
ſelf, and make your ſervant to apprehend ſomehl 
iſſu* of this obſticate aMiction.I cannot ſo far neg. 
le&t vertue(whoſe almoſt onely ſtay you are inthy 


Court) nor its intereſts, as to not intreate you t |; 


ive me leave to avoid pleaſing of you, to be ar 
gry with your grief; and ſhew you char you tan: 
not without ſhame yeeld to an cnemy, which he 


weakneſle, will queſtionleſle give over purſuing of 
you, as ſoon as you ceaſe to give him way. Whit 
do you meanto do, Madam ? What 1s becone 
of that fear of God , which alwayes made you { 
exactly conformable to his will 2 In what dark 
nefle is that light of ſpirit buried, wherein yo 
were renowned amongſt all the Princeſſes of the 
earth? have you been ſo careleſſ in conſidering 
che courſe of the world, that yon never noted the 
inſtability of humane things, which brings fort 
every day ſome new trouble ? And that to find 
itz Life without any croſles, you muſt ſeek among 
them that laſt but from morning to evening? 
You are ſo near the Queens Perſon, and fo aſl: 
duouſly with her every where, and at all hour, 
that none can have ſo perfe@t a knowledge of It 
as your ſelf, You ſeethere can be no greater pity 
towards God, no goodneſſe towards men mort 
genera) , nor no carefuller a condu& in public 
affairs : and yet, werethere ever any more ſenſible 
aſſaults chen have been given to her incomparable 
vertue? 
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nl ſefetue? - Reckon up if youcan all the aſſaults her 
he ops [rue bath hitherto endured, ic will go hard if 
_ ter ſo great an example, you cannot patiently 


Of you 


iffer ſome one of thoſe many adverſities whereof 


mebat{14ns life is full to rouch you, Youwilltell me you 


ar nep. 
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uld caſilier have had command of your ſelf inany 
aher aMiction then that which you now endure. 
[know not Madam ; you have perſons enough 
jet Surviving, of which if you were deprived, I 
loubt not bur you would grieve as much for chem, 
ud uſe the ſame language : Bur put the caſe ir 
xere. ſo, and that this were the chiefeſt of all the 
asforrunes that could befall you : would you exact 
this ſubmiſſion or civility from fartune, as when 
he were minded to take ſomething from you, ſhe 


ſare. Is this a courteſte to be expected from an 
cemy, and a mercileſſe one as ſhe is, that having 
drawn her ſword to ſtrike, ſhe would aske in whac 
pace you would be willing to receive the blow ? 
Know you not that ſhe hath her choice of us and 
alwe have: and thatwe muſt reſalve upon the 
firſt occaſion we ſhall have, to ſee her take any 
thing away from us, to relinquiſh the relt aſſo to 
berdiſpoſal > I grant your Brothers death- was a 
moſt ineſtimable loſſe ; I reſtrain ir neither to your 
lf, nor yours. The King and Queen whom I 
have ſeen in your Chamber, weeping for him in 


Brother ro do che like with him, have ſufficiently 
teſtified unto you, with how much affetion they 
participate of your gricf, The whole Court, ye3 
all France hath done the like, And to ſpeak 
M 2 ceuck 


ſhould aske you what you were molt willing to 


your company, and have gone home to your eldeſt 
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truth,this young Prince, whom none could exceel 


in corilineſſe of perſon, did accompany this Orns |; 


ment with ſuch a mildneſſe of ſpirit, Generoſity 
courage, and purity of Conſcience, as did no wi 
contradic& the opinionevery one had of your f+ 
milies greatneſſe, namply, that it could produceng 
mean thing. But what Madam, ſeeing he was man, 
ought he not to ſuffer all that other men have ſuf 
fered who came into the World before him, an 
that all thoſe who ſhall be born in ſucceeding aps 
muſt likewiſe be fubjet to? It ought to beſp 
Madam ; Letthere be never ſo much differencein 
our condition of living, we are all equal inthe ne 
ceſlity of dying. Tr is a Law which admits neither 
diſpenſation nor priviledge. Let us be bornunder 
the Splendor of Palaces ,or within the obſcurity 
cottages;upon cloth of gold or a dunghil ; among 
aries t@:ſiries, or Cobwebs, not any one thinges 
empts us more then another. TI, but he might have 
Itved fourſcor years, and he reached not fix and 
twenty. Wu you Madam be ſatisfied uponthis 


complaint? Remember by what Clock his hou |, 


ſtruck; was ir not by that Clock , which being 
framed when ages were framed, by the Author 


of all ages, which governs the Sun as the Sun 


governeth ours, and by an abſolute Soveraigt- 
ty alligns a beginning and ending to all thing 
from one end ofthe World to the other ? And 
that way, Madam, as we muſt expe& no favour, o 
we need not fearc any unjuſtice: Your Brother 
bath nor I confeſſe lived as long as he might hare 
done, bur he lived as long as he ought "_ 
| A 
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| exceelſi,q if he who lent him life were to be accompt - 
* Vi#Hile for his ations, he could ſhew y ou, that he when 


olity «þ,redemanded his life from him, it was without ma- . 


r0 4) Jing him loſe one minute of time that he had 
Our f+ ninted him to poſſeſſe it. Neither will I ſtopp 
duces ſire Madam ; I will have you paſſe from this 
a5 Man, | vfideration to another. How do you know 
ve ſuf [jt that for retribution of his extraordinary devo- 
m, and [;,5, that eternal Providence, which is alwayes 
'8 386 |jpoſed to the good of its creatures would not 
bel je him leiſure to do any thing which might lef- 
Encen 1; the reputation which he had acquired by his 
Ie 0t- tegrity, and diminiſh the content his proſperity 
eithe [14 viven you 2 Certainly vices and vercues al- 
under [{1;1te themſelves in our behaviour , as well as 
rityd ;2s and ſorrowes do in our adventures : How 
longh low you then, but thar when he died, the ver- 
NBEF | nes and joyes of his life were come to ageriod ? 
hore | 4 whether that were not a great favour to cut 
x 206 | (Fthoſe dayes from bim which he was to ſpend 
0s | .nengſt vices and annoyances ? His inclinations 
[Not | qeed were good, but what pernitious counſellers 
being | gethe heat of youth, wherein we are ſubject to fu- 
uthor | 100s paſſions, the boldneſſe of a condition to 
SU | vhigh all things ſeem to be permitted, and che 
gt Jmmunication of evil companies, of which in this 
Og | gorld it is as difficult ro avoid the ſight as ro not 
Ar | jniate them after we have ſeen them?The conftiru- 


ro] £0 of the-body be it never ſo good & ſtrong, will 


het | fe crazed by converſing continually with thoſe who 
Dare vefick ;8 the reſolutions of the ſoul cannot be ſo 
do, ſrong,bur that chey may be corrupted by a frequent 
Ant] converſation with evil company.Beſides wouid this 
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be a good conſequence, he would alwaies hayÞ 
been an honeſt man, therefore he would alwais|f* 


have continued happy : he would never have don 


no barm, therefore he would never have recein( | 
no wrong ? Fortune vuſeth her affeQions impers | 


ouſly, ſhe followeth whom ſhe pleaſes, but new 
adheres to any. And if ſhe Joves, it is alwaiesre 
ſerving that liberty ro her ſelf, ro hate when ſhe 
pleaſes. Conld you Madam, perceive ſo many fly 
of her inconſtancy towards others, and never fex 
any towards your brother, and imagine with you 
ſelf, that as dying betimes he hath given youcauk 
to murmur againſt the ſhortneſſe of your life, ſohr 
might by living longer have given you cauſetohe 
troubled ar the length of his Iife> T know aſe 
ſon abounding in flowers, preſages a plentiful Har 
veſt; but how many times have we knoxwn it happen, 
that a ſtorm of hail, a deluge of ſhowers, an et- 
ceſſe of drought, or ſome other il} diſpoſition of 
the air, hath left us nothing to gather, bur leave 
inſtead of fruit, and Straw in lieu of Wheat ears? 
Your brother as he was a Knight of ©2/alta, mipht 
have deſolated all the Coaſt of Barbary, ruined 
Argier, burnt Tan and Bizerta, broke the Trade 
of Conſtantinople in Alexandria, reſtrained-the Tw 
kiſh Gallies beyond the Byſphorrws, and have give 
'the Soveraignty of the EaſternSeas to Chriſtians 
He might alſo as Lievtenant General of a Roy 
Army, Land in Syr, ſet up again the Lorrais crof 
ſes in Paleſizma, and carry the Flower-de-luces totht 
remoteſt parts of the /»dies, and be crowned witl 
greater and more glorious Victories then any « 
his Predeceſſors. Indeed there was no OE 


oo 
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es hay in all this, or at Jeaſt which might not wich 
alwaig]ſet likelihood have been expected from him. But 
ve do adam, let us look on the backſide of this Medal- 
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Wpbt not his Army by ſome inconvenients, which 
ommonly put panick terrours amongſt the Souldi- 
ns, have been Routed and put to flight, whereby, 
dough guiltleſſe, he might have ſhared in the diſ- 
ce? Might he not have fallen into the Turks 
lnds,and ſeen himſelf (according to their cuſtom) 
athe Tower of the black Sea, or yet more cruelly 
hve been put into ſome other Priſon, out of which 
the gold in the world could not have ranſomed 
lim. Theſe news Madam, would have cauſed you 
nvfferable afiRtions; but here is yet oneno leſle 
torrid then any of the other. Might he not being 
o ſeaſible of Honour as he was, and rickled by the 
reputation of two Duels, wherein he had as glori- 
ous ſucceſſe,as he had generouſly undertaken them, 
have adventured upon a third, in which, though he 
ſhewed the ſame courage, he might not have had 
thelike event? With what diſpleaſure, or rather 
dipair could you have ſeen him brought home, at 
kaſt maymed for all his life-time, or bearing upon 
leeminenteT parts of his Viſage, the marks of his 
onn misfortune, and his enemies valour ? Letus if 


reniencies, and let us caſt our eyes upon an infinite 
company of diſeaſes, which might bave brought 
bim to ſuch a condition, that you might for his 
reſt have been obliced to pray as much fer 
bis death as his mortalleſt enemies could have done. 
Iknow his good complexion preſaged much hezjrh, 
buthow many ſtrange diſeaſes be there, which nei- 
M 4 ther 


30u pleaſe Madam, lay aſide theſe kinds of incon- * 
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ther know the cauſe nor cure of ?The late deceaſe 
Cardinal of Lorraize under the title of St, Agathi 
Brother to this now Duke of Lorraine, was of ſud 
a temperature as nothing more could be deſire 
therein : his dyet could nor be better nor mor 
regulate then it was. And yet what corments(] 
ſpeak not of common ones, bur even of ſuch asth 
very bangman would tremble ar,) were thoſe hy 


endured from the nine and twentieth year of ti| 


age, at which time his torments began, to the for. 
tieth, when cheir continuance brought him tohis 
grave? His ſickneſle for the ſpace of eleven ye: 
was the praRiſe of all the Piyficians, not of Ey 
rope _ but all the world. From ordinary the 
peoceeded. to extraordinary remedies, the Churc 
prayed for him as for a great-Prince, and mol 
worthy Prelat. Ar laſt, afterall means had bee 
tried., all thar could be gotten was, that three 
years before his death his pain became a weakneſſ 
of allthe parts of his body, ſo great, and ſoge- 
neral!, that all the funtions of his life were taken 
from him, ſaving his ſight and ſpeech. You knov 
chis Hiſtory, he being one of your family, and me 
all know it, becauſe ic happened in our age. Ru 
minate 1t in your minde Madarn, and tell me whe- 
ther if you had ſeen your Noble Brother in the 
ſame caſe, you would not have almoſt given your 
own life upon that condition he had loſt his inthe 
. cradle. Yet Jetusbe altogether indulgent ro your 

defires Madam ; and let us imagine that by a good 
Fortune, ſuch as might deſerve to be reckoned 
amongſt Prodigies, his bealth as well as his fad 
Fortune had perpetually laſted in the beſt degree 
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envy, to ſpeak of him with admiration ? 
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of perfetion, as you could have wiſhed ic, Know 


you not, that our courſe of life is like that of the 
year, in which the firſt moneths have the Snn 
almoſt without any clouds, and the Jatrer clouds 
without any Sun? do you think you ſhould al- 
waies have ſeen him as he was, and in that ſtate in 
which he obliged all thoſe that beheld him with 
No, Ma- 
dm, mans life hath Lees as well as wine. To live, 
and to grow old, are things ſo conjoyned, that 
imagination itſelf can hardly ſeparate them. He 
that created all things, did encloſe them all within 
thecircles of their ages that nothing might be ex- 
empted from their juriſdiction. Eternity 1s no 
where but in heaven, Upon earth all things are 
ſubje& ro change, not every year, moneth, or 
week ; but daily, hourly, and every moment. We 
ſhall not be to morrow what we are this day, and I 
Madam am no more the ſame manI was whenT be- 
gan to write this Letter to you. Years ſpoil the very 
Marbles, they could not then ſpare your brother. 
He muſt have ceaſed being what he was, and being 
able to do as hc had done : and conſequently 
have given over Dancing, Masking, Courting 
of Ladies, Fighting at Barriers, running the Ring, 
and generally all choſe things which Gallantry ob- 
liges young men to employ their youth in. I know 
be might alwaies have heard great report of his 
merits: and whenſoever any ſuch triumph had been, 
mention wonld have been made of him as of a 
Prince, who once had exceeded all in ſuch Pa- 

ſtimes. | 
But judge you Madam , to what terms 
a 


#5 
ſ 


RG, pe Ger" hen py 


A — 
— - 


I 
i 
' 
I | 
fy 
: [1 
i 
” 
' i 
: 
. f 14 
iT $3 
« > F bid i 
: l "4D 
8 | 
4 :1 
£34 
L- 4 
4 . bi 
", _ 
4 "x 5 
;  ; 
: i 4 
1 1 
f ' 
'B q 
"©S 
'S Þ+ of 
[ 
[ i; } 
: 
To : 4 i il 
{5 . ; $K "1430 
a5! y 
| { 'v i : 
' & 14d 
' TH 413-23. -* 
1] . 4 
i 7 i ” #32 
1 | 12 
'S; ” 
% F 
7 
1 SY. - 
2 
- 4 
% E b d/ 
5 T3 » 
EETA 1 4 £99 
oo Fs % 
4. 4 t i 
87 F It 
«; ; £ 
if N . 
"Fr LT +h qa 
+ 7 A 
2s I 
f ; 
< 13 Mit '{4F'Þ 
{$4.4 29% 
3 4 43 +3 
#6 71 , 
"i : £ 
#4; d +4 
is \ .Q 
d.5 - L 
BS | " : 
TAILS 1 Fi 
L2HTH * 
4 . $7 
$1 
1 's } \ - 
- 77 o f 
WE... [5s 7 4 
by * 
4 + 
oF <4 4 
4 4 
it F3-4..b 1 bas f; 
! - 
Har [7 
, ' ; *.41 
$ f FE 3j ! 
F 7 v.17 
_—_ Fr 
: Wo > 
7 11.99 J 
% i $4 $ 1% 
. $ F7 
£ 
"I 99 - 
” » 


-— _—_ ” 
or 4. OY 4. 
- 2 WET 3 0g 


SUR Dc - 

. wy 
a, " 
- W 

ah __ 7 
i. Ts 1975, 

2 nt; 


.© 


__ _— yr. - 


170 A Colletion of Part. 3; 


—— — — 
FR — —— 


a man is reduced, when to gain glory, he is turned 
over to the memorial of former years; and that 
though living, he hears himſelf ſpoken of, as if he 
were dead. With what annoy think you my Lord 
your brother would have ſeen himſelf onely a 
ſpeRator of thoſe ſports wherein formerly he had 
been a principal ator? And your ſelf Madam, if you 
had ſeen him ſpoiled by old age of thoſe ornaments 
which Youth had clad him withal, could you have 
forborn to cut off ſome part (if not of your affeRi- 
on} of that content you received inthe beholding 
of him > Think upon what | ſay, Madam, and.you 
will find he was not ſo much wronged by the cut- 
ting off his dayes as you imagine. He dyed young, 
but happy : His friends pofeſſed him but a while, 
but they never had no occaſion to grieve at. any 
thing concerning him but his death, He did not long 
enjoy the pleaſures of this world, but he never ta- 
ſted any of the bitterneſles of it. He did not 
rravel long init, but whileſt he did, he walked al. 
waies upon flowery banks, Whatſoever was craggy, 
thorny, or rugged init, was reſerved for his Jatter 
daies, which he never attained ro. If the manner 
of his death gives you any occafion to murmur (as 
1 believe it doth,) is not the ground of this com- 
plaint as frivolous as the reſt? 1] ſpeak freely, Ma- 
dam, and believe my affetion may authorize me ſo 
todo. Know you not, that moſt worldly things 
havingtwo faces, ſeem- either good or evil accor- 
ding as they are looked upon ? if you know it to 
be true, why do you not look upon that fide of this, 
where you may finde moſt content > Why do not 


you ſay, as it is moſt true,that ſeeing he was to te 
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he was bappy in meeting ſuch a kind of death, as 
exempted him from lying Janguiſhing five or ſix 
weeks, nay peradventure five or ſix moneths or 
more upon his death-bed, troubled continually 
with the importunity of remedies which would 
have been applyed to him for his recovery, beſides 
his ſickneſſe> He had four hours time to purge 
his ſoul from earthly corruptions, and them he be- 
ſtowed ſo well, that without offending thae merci- 
ful goodneſſe, which is never denyecd to a true 
repentance, we cannot poſlibly misdoubt or queſti- 
on his happineſſle. What leiſure couid you have 
&fired more? or what more could he have wiſhed 
for, then to be but a ſhort while a ſufferiog that 
which of neceflity he was to ſuffer? Ithink Ma- 
dam 1 bave told you, that comming into a little 
City about twelve or fourteen daies before his 
death (T believe it was the ſame City where he was 
with exceſſive joy met by a company of women in 
the habit of eAmazones) alighting at his lodging 
cate, and ſtanding there to ſee the foot Companies 
come back, which were gone out to meet him; ſome 
of the Nobles which ſtood by him (as he never 
was without many of them in his company) de- 
fired him to withdraw, to avoid any ſuch miſchan- 
ces as ordinarily happen at ſuch and the like ſhows, 
heanſwered them ſmiling, they Thould not fear it, 
for he could not be killed with leſſe then a Canon 
ſhot, What think you of that, Madam ? can you' 
de ſo good a ſiſter to him as you are, and wiſh him 

any other end then that he moſt ſeemed ro detire ? 

know not what you may judge of it; but | hold 

that which befel him co have been a favour of For- 
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who uſing him according to bis humour, would 
make ſome ſhew of war at his death, in mid'ſt of 
peace, and according te that which he had ſaid, 
chat ordinary arms were not ſufficient to take away 
his life, ſhe choſe ſuch as he had approved of, and 
bejng really the moſt terrible ones, ſhe thought 
them the fitteſt co»teſtifie hoy much ſhe eſteemed 
his valour?* But ſuppoſe ks: had been drowned in 
a River, that he had F:oken his neck with 
the fall of ahorſe, that the ruine of a houſe 
had over-whelmed him, or any other accident had 
deprived you of him, you had ſtil] wept as you do? 
I doubt not Madam, but in what glaſle ſoever this 
potion had been preſented to you , you could not 
chuſe but have ſwallowed with great diſguſt. Let 
us then take away this pretence from your grief, 
and ſee whether there be any one more conſide- 
rable. Youare too: ingenuous and inquilitive to 
let any ſlip, whereby you may juſtifie your ſelf, Y ou 
did not ſee your brother dye; 1 belicve this cir- 
cumſtance js one of them whereon you think you 
may inſiſt, But Madam, if your deſire had been 
fulfilled herein, whar eaſe could either you, or he 
have gained thereby? You had ſeen him ſwim- 
ming 1n his own blood, and he you drowged ;n.zour 
own tears : and doubtleſſe the preſende- of weſe 
objets, working its ordinary effet, would have 
augmented the ſenſe of his pain, and made your 
afflition greater : But"he would have been glad to 
dye amongſt his friends + And hold it you a ſmall 
thing Madam todie in the mid'ſt of a company of 
Gentlemen, who at this accident! nad much a do to 


forbear precipitating themſelves, and increaſe the 
number 
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number of thoſe who would not perſerve their 

fives, after they had loſt their friends ? It is not to 
be imagined Madam, how with this art of charm- 
ing the mindes, which is fatally inherent to your 
family, he had generally gotten the good wills of 
the whole Province. I have ſhewed you Madam 
Mounſiew dn Vair,and Mounfienr de a Cepede's Let- 
ters to me, where the expreſſion of their griefis ſuch, 
and ſo plain, that their-affeRion is unqueſtionable. 
And beſides, the one being chief Preſident of the 
Parliament, and the other bearing the ſame oflice 
inthe Court of Accompts,you may very well judge 
their grief is common to a number of the Kings 
faithful ſervants, whereof their companies are as 
full as any in the Kingdom of Fraxce. This one 
ſhall ſave me the labour of producing any more 
teſtimonies : beſides, how can you be ignoranc of 
athing which ſo near concerns your brother, who 
according to the cuſtom of Lovers, hold no time 
better imployed chen when you hear mention made 
of him? Know you not that the next day afrer 
his body was brought ro «Arles, the people weep- 
ing and Jamenting, ſo as they ſeemed to care for 
nothing after they had loſt him, unnailed his Cof- 
fin, unſewed the ſheet wherin he was wrapped, 
and finding his Countenance unchanged, they 
cauſed his Pi to be drawn, which they pla- 
ced in their Town Hall, to continue the livings 
mourning, and to keep their Poſtericy for ever 
in ſadneſſe for him ; have you not heard how 
this City, and the City of ex, having been 

at diſſention which ſhould have che Honour 
of Interring him, they accorded, at laſt thar 
\ one 
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one ſhould have his body,and ſend the heartto the 
other, finding this the onely remedy to agree them? 
You know it Madam, and conſequently you need 
not make any queſtion, that in a place where he 
was ſo dearly and paſſionately beloved, he died as 
as contenrtedly as he ſhould have done in his own 
Palace ; you have reaſon to be fatisfied , and I 
co give over contelting with you. I know that 


the being deprived of chings, the poſſeilion where- -| 


of was pleaſing to us, muſt needs prove bitter, It 
is hard for you without incomparable ſorrow to 
forget yourBrothers cares, whereby he continually 
obliged your affetion. Bur ſince the hope we 
have of ſeeing them again whom we love, is acom- 
fort to us in their abſence, why cannot it be made . 
uſe of in this abſence as well as in others which 
had ofrentimes ſeparated him from you > There 
is no likelihood of his coming again into this 
World, nor any unlikelihood of your going to 
Heaven. 

Madam, the way you take is the way : Piety 
broughr him thither, and it will do the likefor 
you. There ſhall you one day both enjoy the 
ſprings whereof you have here taſted bur ſome 
ſtreams. There ſhall the Stars which now arc 
above you, be under your feee: And Madan, if 
amidſt che glorious objets wherewitch you will be 


then encompaſſed, you can remember the things of | tdi 
this World, with what contempt will you look | 9t 
upon this morſel of earth, which men havedivided | joy 
into ſo many Regions and Countries, or upon this | the 


drop of water whereof ſo many Seas are compoſed? | dan 


How will you laugh to ſee men ſo buſicd m 
the 
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the neceflicies of a body.to which we no ſooner give 


' one thing, bur it asketh for another ; and fome- 


times ſo diſquieted throngh a weakneſle of ſpirit 
which daily troubles them, to unwiſh to day thar, 
which the day before they wiſhed for: Enter if 
it be poſſible, inco theſe Generous thoughts before 
band; begin to ſpeak of the World, as you will do 
when you have forſaken it: acknowledpe ir co be 


 aplace where you muſt daily loſe ſomething, rill 


you have loſt all ; and by theſe and the like medi- 
cations, ler your fair ſoul afſuredly conceive, that 
having had its Original from Heaven, it is one of 
the number of choſe, which muſt one day return 
thither. Some two years ſince performing the 
Office of a loving Kinſwowan, you writ a Letter 
tothe King and Queen of E»gl/and,co comfort them 
concerning the Prince Wales his death, TI faw it, 
and in it ſuch conceptions and words, as Idid ne- 
ver ſee elſewhere. Turn now your own arms 
againſt your ſelf, and command ſo much of your 
klf, in the death of a Brother as you then required 
of the Farher,and Mother in the loſe of a Son. 
The eyes of the whole nation are fixed upon you, 
0 behold the combat between an immoderate 
grief, and a moſt lofty courage. The votes of the 
opectarors are as different as their paſſions : Take 
you their parts who wiſh you the vikory. No- 
thing can aggravate our misfortunes ſo much , as 
our enemies rejoycirg at them. Yours have re- 
joyced in ſeciag your conſtancy bur ſtagger, vexe 
them by keeping ir upon its legs. Finally, Ma- 
lam, though you wilfully Neglect your ſelf, let not 
tbe reſpe&t due to your Mother be forgotten ſo 
| long 
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long as your tears run in ſtreams, hers cannot be | 
driedup. You know that according to Natere |" 
order, her affe&ions ſhould preceed yours. Now do ( 
you ſhew her an example of reſolution which ſhall |* 
be the concluſion of my Letter, wherein I have } 
been more tedious then I expected, but my admo- |* 


þ ; tos nitions, ſo largly ſer forth,qwill the fuller expreſſe |" 
K: mine intentions, which are,Madam, to ſhew youl 4 
ve am, and will be during life, 1 
a4; Tomr moſs humble &c, R 
" f'$ a —— 
v0. 00 
0 LETTER XII. " 
11 To Thyrſis, to comfort him in his impriſonraent, ani i 
ths ſtrengthen his mind againſt the fear of death. of 
$i;Kh; By Monſieur de Moliere. - 
NT HE report your enemies ſpread abroad of |® 
\F\ Bulk your weakneſle andiear, is as great an adver- i 
rat {ary to the reputation bave hitherto gained, as : 
Wt cheir purſuit againſt your life is eager. They are M 
Jr:20 not content with their purpoſe of expoſing youto | X 
#47 the rage ofa people who hate you, onely becauſc " 
i; 4h they do not know you, if they add not to the cruel: h 
M's tie of your death, the defamation of your life. | n 
+3] queſtion not, but if thoſe who blame you, were in : 
Wi the like trouble as you. are, they might find fault - 
43h with choſe things in themſelves, which now ſeemto |; 
my chem ſo hateful in you, and would confeſle, theres l 1 
a great deal of difference between their diſcourſes, | j. 
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midſt proſperity out of all ſuſpition of danger; 
od the diſtrated conceptions of a priſoner , who 
lily expects to be unjuſtly rormented for his inno- 
cency. How good ſoever my conceipt may be of 
thiloſophie, yetT cannot imagine it to have ſo 
rear a prerogative above ignorance, as that by its 
neans we can contemn thoſe evils we cannot 
tthew. I hold it rather to bea neceſſary Orna-. 
nent for thoſe who will guide themſelves with mo- 
(eration in proſperity, then a real and uſeful re- 
nedy for thoſe who are plunged in extream adver- 
ity.Who can be ſo ignorant, as to not know, that 
there are ſome ſuch evils, wherein conſtancy { if 
rot hurtful) is every way unuſeful to us, unleſfe it 
te turned into deſpair, and nature hath. given us 
ſence to rejoyce at good things, and be grieved 
when evil comes upon us? For my own part I am 
oſopinion that the differency which men would 
tave us ſhew in al things that befal us, ſavours more 
of ſenſeleſſenes then of reaſon: and thar ſo long 
4there is diffcrence between joy and ſorrow. we 
may be permitted ro expreſſe it in the motions 
which proceed frum the one or the other. Of ſo 
nany Millions of men that we have ſeen, we can 


ardly reckon one but hath thought his courage 


and reſolution unqueſtionable Bur when cbey have 
been put to the touchſtone of an honourable or 
ſhameful death z we have found how different 
their deeds have ben from their words. And that the 
generous propoſitions they made in their table diſ- 
courſes amongſt their friends were nothing like the 
ſpeeches forc'd our of them in an army,or upo a ſcaf- 
fold. I have an opinion concerning death, which I 
delieve would hardly paſſe for currant, though ic be 
N rue 
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Namely that all thoſe who know it, fear it equally, 
and that Philoſophy doth not make it appear ei- 
ther more pleaſing, or more harſh. What reſolu- 
tion ſover Caro ſhewed, I believe death was as bit- 
rer to him as ts Nevo, and that if he could haye 
preſerved his life honourably without being be- 
holding to bis enemies for ir, he had not offered 
that violence to himſelf, We ſee valiant men rug 
boldly into dangers, and make a ſhew of eſteen- 
ing their lives leſſe then degenerate ſoul : Yet] 
believe it is becauſe that valuing of it at a higher 
rate, they ſeek to have it more honourable; and 
that they would not with a certain death purchaſe 
Ce/ars reputation. The hazard which leads then 
on, miay as well bring them off,as leave them there: 
And each ation of our life being ſubje& to it, we 
need not wonder if to gain honour in Wars, me 
expoſe themſelves to dangers which they may come 
out ofagain without being Killed. We do not 
onely deceive others by ſeeking to imprint in 
them a good opinion of our courages, bur out 
ſelves likewiſe are oftentimes deceived. Occ# 
ſions oftentimes have made us alter our counte- 
nances, and ſome have along time ſought for their 
enemie, to be revenged on him, who when they 
have found him, bave been of an other mind then 
they were before. YetI do not eſteem life ati 
high a rate (though we {ive never ſo happily) # 
chat the fear of loſing it ſhould torment us. Veti- 
ly, if ſo ryany men that have ſhewed us the way, 
and teſtified ſo much contempt ofit, have not 
caugkr us reſolution, we muſt confeſſle our ſelves to 


be very puſillanimous, and conceive that ſuperiori- 
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tie of reaſon which we think we have above thoſ®© 
Nations, we muſt unjuſtly rerm Barbarous, is rather 
a weakneſſe which we ſhould be aſhamed off, then 
a vertue we ſhould ſo much applaud. Ifreaſon 
which gives us the true raſte of pleaſures, doth not 
help us to mitigate the bitzerneſſe of death, let us 
flie from it as an enemy to our reſt, and let us nor 
commit the condud of our life to irs injuſtice. He 
taat cannot die couragiouſly in his youth, will 
hardly reſoJve himſelf co ic when he ſees himſelf 
burthened with cares and old age. Heis loath to 
leave the World, that is too much in love with the 


vanities of it : and the oid man who is paſt all 


pleaſures, is no leſſe unwilling to forſake that bed 
wherein he lieth overwhelmed wich pain and prief, 
then the young man hath co leave that, where he 
hath enjoyed his Miſtris. As for my part, I who 
was never ſubje& to any bur my ſelf, whenſoever I 
ſhall be called upon, to pay Nature that which is 
due tO it by all men, my ſoul ſhall feel ao other en- 
cumbrance, but to be ſeparated from the body,and 
I believe I ſhall have no great need of my friends 
cares, nor confeſſors exhorcations , to cauſe me 
quiecly to paſſe that way ſo many honeſt 
men have gone before me. Whenſoever that 
hour ſhall come, it ſhall alwayes find me fo alien 
frow other mens diſpoſitions, that it 1 do 
complain, it ſhall be rather for living too Jong in 
pain, thea for not having lived long enough in 
pleaſures, I am none of them, who even in the 
midſt of their afictions will revolve in their minds 
the miſeries they have run cthorow, and premeditate 


what misfortunes may hereafter befall chem , and 
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heap up ſo many evils together , rhat their ſouls 
not able to endure the burthen, yeelds to deſpair. 
I ſhall not grieve to die before I have gained re- 
putation enough to tranſmit unto the memory of 
poſterity, nor the want of treaſures to leaveto my 
Heirs ſhallnot trouble my mind ; for if they love 
me but for my wealth, I ſhall not Joſe much by lo- 
fiog their friendſhip. The variety of conditions 
and fortunes produce ſuch accidents, as hinder us 
from knowing men truly ſo long as they are alive. 
But let us go thorow as many Labyrinths as we can, 
weall cone to the ſame Rendezvous. All thoſe 


great ones, whoſe vain Juſtre and affeRed aRti- 


ons Dazle the peoples eyes, and would not perad- 
venture be remarkable, not ſo much as in a village, 
if their offices and wealch did not make a diſtinQi- 
on between them and the vulgar ſort of people, 
live in greater Splendorthen we. But when they 
mult forſake all their ſweet perfumes, ſtately hang- 
ings, and the great company of mourners, they ſee 
about their beds, increaſe their remorſe joyned 
with the fear of death. Iremember Thyr/is I have 
ſometimes heard thee abhor examples of timidity, 
and admit amongſt your pleaſanteſt meditations, 
that of death. have ſeen you far gon in perſecution 
before I could make you fear the danger you were 
12, and peradventure if you had been ſomewhat 
mor2 apprehenſive of it, you had not given your 
enemies cauſe to triumph over your innocency, ite 
flicting puniſhment upon it as it were a crime. 
The little care I have alwayes ſeen you take for 
the preſervation of your life, makes me imagine 
the priſon{be ir never ſo full of horrour)cannot ſo 

far 
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faralter you, as to baniſh all the generoſity was 
in you when you were at liberty. Whar viſage ſo- 
ever death puts on to appear unto you, I do not 
think it can befo terrible, as to quite overcome 
your courage. Let her come accompanied with tor- 
ments and tortures: I believe ſhe will find force 
enough in your ſoul ro fruſtrate all her aſſaults. 
I have many times wondred at ſome men, who in 
this laſt ſcene of their life, in lieu of being comfor-, 
ted, becauſe they die puitleſſe, are much afflited 
thereat, and ſeem to Geplore the Judges faulr, in 
condemning them unjuſtly, The beſt life in the 
world could not make them hope for a happier end, 
and yet the funeral preparations, and other circum- 
ſtances which the comon people eſteem diſgrace- 
ful, do in ſuch manner trouble them, that they 
eſteem that to be unſufferable upon a ſcaffold, which 
they would thank God for, if it had befallen them 
in their beds. It vexes me to ſee, that ſince they 
can put no diſtintion between guilty mens fuffering 
& theirs,they do not manifeſt difference in the en- 
during of them. Ir is no matter where you die, fo 
you die innocent; and the place appointed for the 
puniſhment of fellons, hath many times ſuckr up 
the blood of Zſarty:s. God hath as often made 
uſe of theſe extraordinary wayes, to try his ſervants 
vertue, as to puniſh the malice of wicked men : 
and himſelf hath. not ſpared his own perſon, nor 
feared ſhame and torments to redeem us out of 
thoſe evils, into which our firſt Parents diſobe- 
dience had plunged us, We would be applauded 
for having followed the example of thoſe who are 
no more then we, and yet we tremble when we 
muſt leave our maſter. Dear Thyrfis let us not 
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ſeek in the ſecrets of his Providence, to find out 
the cauſe of the evil which he ſends us. If our enor« 
mities and Libertiniſm have not deſerved death by 
the Lawes of man, let us ſuffer them to expiate the 
offences we have committed againſt his ordinances. 
Let us gather ſome profir out of rhe injuſtice of 
our Judges, and the calumny of our enemies, 
Howſoever if we eſcape their hands, we may end by 
a Phyſitians Recipe. All thoſe cruelties and tor- 
tures whereby they ſeek to cauſe death ſeem hide- 
ous unto us, letus entertain them willingly to make 
ours appear more honourable and courapious, 
There are ſome men, who by their induſtry onely 
bave raiſed their reputation to that height, as 
others could not attain to by their Vertues. But 
in this laſt ation chey muſt of neceſiity diſcover 
themſelves, and grief putting them beſide the uſe 
of their prudence, layes open the weakneſle of their 
ſoul. Idoalmoſt in all things regulate my deſires 
according to the Vulgars opinion, unleſle it bein 
things directly oppoſite to reaſon, It is a common 
cuſtom among men to be leſſe moved at the pover- 
ty, and diſgrace of thoſe they loye, or at any other 
misfortune as may befal them, then ar their death. 
In this I carinot agree with them, and am ſorrier 
for him, who baſely ſaved his life by difgracefully 
running away from his enemies, then another who 
was {Jain fighting couragiouſly. I love my friends 
ſo far, thar the grief Iendurefor the loſſe of them, 
how dcar ſoever their company was to me, is not 
comparable to the content I reap when I fee them 
obrain honour at any rate whatſoever. And the 
ſeeing them get our of miſery by a precipitate 
| death, 


"Y 
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leath, troubles me not ſo much, as to ſee them fall 
into calamities by living too long, 
If ſuch accidents as cauſe men to be diſeſteemed, 


and makes them infortunate were as unavoidable 


4 death, the example of other mens misfortunes, 
would comfort me in theirs : But whenlI ſee others 
free themſelyes out of trouble, either by good for- 
we, or through their own Vertue, it would vex 
ne if my friends ſhould not be of that num- 
ber, 
When ſee them anguiſh in a tedious ſickneſſe 
zbich takes away from them all enjoyment of plea- 
ſure, I am aMiRted by reaſon of their pain ; when 
leath hath ſet them at liberty, 1 weep no more but 
for my ſelf, and find wherewithal to comfort me 
forthe loſſe of them, ſeeing they have thereby ſeta 


period to all their miſeries. I am then more to be 


pittied then they, for their grief being transmitted 
tome, they carry away all my content with them, 
and leave me nothing but tears to bemoan their ab- 
ſence. 

If they had eſcaped that time, they muſt 
bave begun again, and all that they had formerly 
endured would not have diminiſhed any thing of 
that which they muſt have ſuffered another time to 
attainuntoir. It is no pleaſure for a traveller who 
isjuſt at his Inne door, if he find himſelf carried 
back again ſo far, that he muſt go the ſame way 
over theſe dirupt precipices which have already 
made him tremble. | 

I think I ſhould be almoſt valiant enough to be 
revenged on the cruelty of Fortune, by depriving 
my ſelf of life, if God did permit wretched men 
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that remedy for their evils ; and violently plucking 
my ſelf back our of the Tyranny which I had beet 
ſubje&t to, take away all means from her of pra- 
Riſing her inſolencies any longer upon me, But 
how now Thyrfis , are we forbidden to dye, though 
all things invite us to it. It is a great advantage 
to be endowed with ſome excellent quality aboye 
other men,which may ſeparate us from the Vulgar, 
Bur as the keeping of a Treaſure, brings with it 
a continual fear of being robbed, which we ſhould 
be free from if we had nothing to loſe ; ſo we 
muſt take ſo much care of guiding thoſe eminent 
Vertues, that we can hardly be ſuffered to taſte the 
ſweetnefe of them ; Peradventure former Apes 
might have much ado to furniſh us with a man 
whoſe reputatian had been fo univerſal as yours 
Yet what glory ſoever your ſpirit and underſtan- 
ding bath gained you,T am certain that if you com- 
pare it with the evils which their envy hath procu- 
red, you who are not able to imitate your vertues, 
you will find bad better have reſted content with a 
Vulgar and ordinary glory, then to have bought 
your high Renown at ſo dear a rate. Farcwel. 


Tour moſ humble and moſ 
 affeflionate ſervant. © 
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LETTER XITL 


To 4 fuck man,who ſhewed much impati- 
ence in reſolving him ſelf. 


By Mounſierr Auuray 


Sr, 
; are too dainty in your affliftion,if you were 
4 alwaies happy, you ſhould be ſomething more 
then man. Adverſities are common to a llthe world 
and thoſe who eſcape them are notwithſtanding as 
fubje& to them as others. Y ouwould not peradven- 
ture have winter come at its appointed time, or 
that it ſhould not bringfroſt and ſnow along with 
t,but onely for ſuch as are over-heated with Fevers. 
You had rather have the heat of Summer to ripen 
the fruits of your Orchards, but that you would not 
have it wither the flowers in your garden. Andif 
nature were to frame the world anew, and ſhould 
ak your adviſe therein, ſhe ſhould joyn Autumn 
tothe Spring, and flowers to fruits, to make us at 
one time both hope for, and enjoy. Bur it ſeems 
the world was made ſubje& to this condition, thax 
all things ſhould do us ſometimes good and ſome- 
times evil. The ſea, after a ſtorm, treats of peace 
vith the veſſels that are upon it. The windes 
raiſe up the ornaments of the earth, and the ſame 
cauſe all chat is- beautiful thereon to dye, they pull 
lp trees by 'the roots, and fearleſſe ſnatch away 
their honour from; day brings che night on, 


and we ſee but part of Heaven while we 
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are here upon earth. Imagine you then, that as [it 


m__—_ 


war is a preparative to peace, ſo your ſickneſſeis [jet 


an entrance into health. As for my part I hope 
itwill ſoon reſtore you to your former joyes, and 
ſuffer you to live after the manner of other men. 
the mean time comfort your ſelf with this thought, 
that heaven hath afforded you vertues belonging 
to ſuch an age, whereof you have felt the diſcom. 
modities, and that the candidnefſe of your beha- 
viour, ſtands you inſtead of a white aged head, 
Finally, you ſuffer no more but what nature hath 
ſubje&ed Kings unto, by giving them a body ; and 
the moſt contagious diſeaſe hath not ſpared Empe- 
rors. The ſweet ſmel) of Alexanders ſiver, did 
not make him immortal; we have ſeen great men 
caſt down by the force and violence of pain, andif 
vertue it ſelf had a bodie, it would peradventure 
be as ſickly as you are. Thus ſhould mine imagi- 
nation comfort me,wereT in your room,and ſetting 
my mind at reſt, 1 would endeavour without going 
to a Diviner, to recover my loſt health, We muſt 
regulate our humours which are our Domeſtick 
enemies, and ſettle them in peace, if we mean to 
have any for our ſelves. 

I would not bavg you be ſo hazardous as to 
challenge and defie fickneſſe, which you cannot 
overcome without a ſecond, and the helptof a Phy- 
ſitian, who never comes to aſliſt you as a friend, 
for love, but as a bireling for gain. 

I muſt leave you to your reſt, perſwading you to 
take as much of it as your pain will give you leave, 
withdrawing from your eyes the greateſt ſubjeR 
you can have of annoyance : and take heed of 
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Wing to the tediouſneſſe of your diſeaſe, that of 


letter, wherein I ſhould be inſufferable, though 
feabſolutely, | 


Yogrr ſervant, cc. 
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To comfort a Yertuons Lady, often tronbled 
with ſickneſſe. 


By eMounſicer Auurays 


MaDaAM, 


Ou have almoſt ſufficiently tryed the difference 
between health and ſickneſſe; Methinks it is 


a troubleſome thing to have ſuch frequent di- 
{knpers, which bring our bumours out of order, 
nd turn all upſide down within us. Yet we muſt 
lis the hand which ſends them ; and bear reſpe&t 
vany thing that comes from heaven, though it 
ere lightning to reduce us to aſhes, It is an hom- 
mpe we owe to Nature as being her ſubjects, how- 
bever if we ſhould fall out with it, we ſhould not 
x ſo much thereby, as with a little patience, This 
Fertue calms our inquietudes, charms our diſplea- 
ures, aſſwage our griefs, and gives our courage 
A co arm it ſelf againſt all the aſſaults of ſick- 
eſſe, | 
Methinks T hear you already anſwer me, that 


iisan eaſte matter for them to ſpeak who are not 
: dumb, 
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Par; ;pat 
dumb, and forſuch as are not blind, to judge dhir 
colours : we can diſcourſe rarely of a ſhipwrac, [xo 
when we are out of the danger of it, and ini} 1 
Harbor. Bur let not this thought hinder you fic 
from thinking upon the recovery of your per. {xc 
fe&t health, Though our Phyſician be healthiul, | 
he gives us good remedies, and it were but a ba( [nd 
argument, to ſay a beſieged Town ought rather [vr 
yield to the enemy, then receive aid from with. |, 
out, becauſe they who afford it are at liberty, {te 
For mine own part, were I in darkneſſe, I ſhould Jin 
accept of a lighted Torch, though ir were Loves ſhe 
who is blind. I know you have no need of you [in 
Ghoſtly fathers ſhoulders, nor eongue , to |{ 
helpyou to bear your croſles, and tell you that \ng 
ſorrowes and afflitions ofcentimes make a man, | | 
when they ſeem rather to come to undo him. 1t | il 
were to teach the Goldſmith that gold is tryed with |) 
fire. (0 

Queſtionlefle you are not ignorant of ||; 
that rare drift of Providence, which cauſeth all | 
Gods beloved children to be frowned upon by For- | 
tune, and in all outward appearance to he the onely 4 n 
among men that are moſt unhappy. 

The Sun, which ſhines equally upon the good | 
and bad, ſeems to bring forth fair dayes for the | 6 
viicked, and ſtormy and tempeſtuous ones for good : 
men. | 

The Aire, which the former breathe as ſweet, as | n 
that of earthly Paradiſe, is for the latter co- | n 
vered over with thick cloudes, and filled with | 


The Waters which to the one are Chriſtal foun- q 
rains, 
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udge offains, and pleaſant ſtreams, are for the other turned 
pwrack ito tempeſtuous hail and fierce torrents. 


nd ing 
er you 
Ur pete 
althful 
t a bad 
rather 
_ 
tderty, 
ſhoul 
Loves 
| your 
+00 
1 that 
| man, 
m, It 
d with 


of 
th all 
7 For- 
nely 


g00d 
r the 
500d 


t, as 
C0* 
with 


JUN 
108, 


The.carth in this caſe ſeems unjuſt, affording de- 
kious things to the men of this age, and refuſing 
xceſſaries to thoſe that walk inthe right waies.She 
xſtowes upon the one, Pearls, Perfumes, Favours, 
ud all che Rarities it brings forth, while Poiſons, 
kpents, and all other kinds of-horrors are their 
ly, who acknowledging the firſt author of all 
teſe productions, hinder the world from being 
nerflown by a ſecond deluge. She hath ſuffered 
tervery bowels to be digged up to adorn the 
lngers and neck of a Strumpet, and hath affor- 
&d the Tyrants iron to exerciſe their cruelties, and 
nake Martyrs. 

Ask God why min, whom he made maſter over 
ll his works, and th true pourtraiture of his 
Divinity, begins his life in puniſhments, having 
committed no other crime, then of being born, and 
baving ſeen the light? Why this Prince of creatures, 
rich ought to command all things below God, 
kems to be inferiour to all things chat are beneath 
nan ? Nature ſeems to be but his ſtepmother. 

The trees ſpring up out of the earth with cheir 
bodies, branches and leaves,and without ſtirring out 
of the place find their nouriſhment : animals have 
their defences as they come into the world, birds 
bave the Art of flying, fiſhes of ſwimming, whereas 
nan bath nothing without ſtudy ; he cannot ſpeak, 
tor exerciſe thoſe funRions which are neceſfary for 
bs livelihood, without being firſt inſtruted by os» 
thers. So doth God deal with thoſe whom he loves, 


65if he would teach them that all being adverſe to 
| them 


— 
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them upon earth, all is propicious to them in hey 
ven ; the chances and changes ofthis World dring 
them on to the glory of the other, and the ny 


which men denounce againſt them , cauſeth the 
with more fervency to deſire the peace and tra. 
quillicy of the bleſſed. I alwayes liked that con; 
pariſon, that God uſed us like a pair of Scales, ley 
our bodies hang downwards, to raiſe up our ſor; 
on high. Vertue is never fick, it ſings (if weil) 
in the greateſt heats of a feaver, as the three chi 
dren did in the furnace, and he that found a ha: 
bour within the entrails of a Fiſh, teſtified it yy 
not ſubje& to ſhipwrack. Bur ro ſhew its Poner 
every whirexe, it playes with the very Tygers an 


Lions which loſe their natural cruelty to do iths| 
mage, indeſpight of thoſe who animates themt| 
their ruine. Some believe the ſtars to be fedh| 


the vapours of the earth, and that which deceive 
them, is the ſeeing them covered with miſts, which 
makes them think they draw them up to feed upon 
It is juſt ſo with the Righteous who are the light 
of this World, ; It ſeems they cannot live witt- 
out dying daily by diſeaſes: cheir ations make 
Worldly wiſe men laugh, and the perſon they at, 
is looked upon tor a paſtime, as a Comedy. But 


though they lie obſcured on that ſide which ist6| 
wards heaven, they look like thoſe Angels , who. 


face and wings are onely delineated by the Pait 


ters, all the ether parts of their bodies are infeRte(| 


and covered with ſorrowes, they have nothin 


ſound bur their viſage, where vertue ſhews it ſell | 


and even then when they cannot ſtir without tht 
help of others, they have wings wherewith the 
Soat 
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Soar above the Stars. They burn with a double 
fire, their bodies with a burning fever, and their 
ſouls with that love which conſumes the Serephins; 
their blood is not ſo heated as their hearts, which 
makes them ſing Gods praiſes in ſuch notes as 
night be ſung in heaven by the mouthes of the 
bleſſed. I have before I thought of it, Madam, 
drawn your Picture, and have found thoſe Roſes 
which ſpring out of the ſharpneſſe of your 
ain. Indeed we muſt needs confeſle, that the 
led whereon you lye,!s far eaſier then a croſle, the 
phyſick you take, more pleaſant then vinegar and i 
zall, your head-ach,more ſufferable then a Crown 
ofThorns. I doubt not but ourAgonies and Sweats 
are more acceptable in Gods ſight then incenſe, 
andthe leaneſt and weakeſt offerings of a better 
odour, then the fat of Bulls, which in former times 
the Prieſts offered up unto him in ſacrifice. How- 
ſoever the diſcaſe is not ſo violent, but it affords li- 
erty to call upon heaven for relief, and obtaina 
kcond to fight on ourſide. The Chriſtains of the 


-| Primicive Church ſpoke to him out of fires, and 


upon the wheel. But hear I muſt forbear, for they 
fought for eternity, and the reward was worthy 
their labour. Another time Madam, Iwill be leſſe 
inportunate, but I have a long time forborn | ow 
ling for fear of troubling you, ſo that you may par 


| don me ar chisintr uſion, which I hope will not be 


liſpleaſing to you, were it but in regard of the ſub- 
jet whereupon I have inlarged my ſelf, and the 
conſideration of him that preſents it to you : name- 
f, Madam, | 

Tour moſt humble, and moſt obedient [ervant. 
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LETTER XV. 
To Monſieur, L. C .B. S. whom he comforts 


when he was in disfavonr, 


By Monſieur Godeav: 


Sr, 

Þþ I did riot perfe&tly know the vigour of your 
ſpiric, I ſhould be far more ſenſible of the mis 
fortune which hath befallen you, and would be 

more inquiſitive afterreaſons to afford you con- 

Fort, But Philoſophie hath already healed x 

wound, which to another would have proved mor- 

tal: and you have teſtified that onely weak and 
abjet minds expect the cure of their griefs froma 

Jong ſeries of years. That which another would 

have termed an inſufferable Baniſhmenr, hath beet 

ro you but a happie paſſage from impriſonment, to 
liberty: that which would have made him cry out, 
and filled bis mouth with blaſphemies, hath not ſo 
much as changed your- countenance : and it may 
now be ſaid, that your enemies could got have cn- 
treated you with more rigour, then by ufing you 
more favourably. Their hatred is now more glo- 
rious to you, then their former reſpe&s: and al 
the Stratagems they have uſed to annoy you, prove 
honourabletrials of your vertue, and irreprove- 
able teſtimonies of their wickedneſſe.. A woman 
cannot betruly termed chaſt, who hath not reſi- 
ſted temptations. A Souldier deſerves not the 
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name of valient, who never ſaw a ſiege or field 
fight but onely ina Picture: A man doeth wrong- 
fully aſcribe unto himſelf the Title of wiſe, unleile 
te have tried the conſtancy of his ſoul in adverſe 
forrune. Tt is an eaſie matter to puide a Ship in a 
alme Sea, but when Heaven and Sea meet to con- 


bis eyes, he ſhall behold nothing bur objeRs of 
horror and deſpair, we ſhall find few Pilots bur 
mill forſake the helm, and abandon their life and 
fortune co the mercy of thgrempeſt. 

Even ſo when the Vorid ſmiles upon us, our re- 
ſolutions againſt misfÞriunes which are nor like ro 
happen,are eaſily rakeftrand we dream with much 
facility upon remedies for ſuch pains and aches 
which we do not feel. But when our pomp is va- 
niſhed, and thoſe who adored us in the morning, 
bold it criminal to ſalute us in the atternoon, we 
ly down our weapons before that enemy, who be- 
tore was contemptible in our ſight. Such as 
cur combar, ſuch is our viRory, a feigned Picture : 
and we, like choſe braggards who are Lions at 
home, and Hares in the field. 

Now this weakneſle, as far as I conceive, pro- 
ceeds from the little knowledge we have of crue 
happineſſe. For ifa man.who ſees all his deſigns 
kconded by a good ſucceſle, did not ſuficr his eyes 
tobe daz'led by the luſture of his preſeac fortnne. 
Ifamidſt che enjoyments of his pleaſures, and ihe 
applauſe of thoſe who are abour him, he confider- 
ed he ſails upon an inconltant Sea; and that this 
wayvering geddeſſe who heaps honours and glory 

Bn = | upo? 
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upon him, is as irrational in her Jove, as in herha- 
tred; Qucltionleſſe he would not ſo much fer his 
mind upon the happineſe he enjoyes, and conſe- 
vuently the loffe of them would not be ſo grievous 
to him, Burt our opinion is the valewer of all 
things, what pleaſes our ſenſes is amiable in the 
l:igheſt degree, and as if our ſight, and our under- 
{landing were bounded within the ſame Jimits, that 
which exceeds the capacity of the one, can gain no 
eſteem of the other. Theſe Infants had rather 
have their Diamonds taken away from them, then 
theirtoyes and Whirle-gigs, tor theſe Jatter ob- 
jets are proportioned to the weakneſſe of their 
judgements, and they are not of capacity to con- 
ceive the value of more precious things. Thus 
Goth the Jofle of repoſe and liberty , rarer trea- 
fares then any the Court can afford our ambition, 
trouble us little or nothing, Thus do we fear lefle, 
violare all reſpects of Piety ;to content our itregu- 
lated Paſtions ; and that which ſhould draw tears 
of blood {rom our eyes, finds us as inſenſible and 
obdurate as Marble. This diſcourſe do not touch 
nor concern ou Sir, and as a beautiful woman 
Lain no cauſe to be offended with him who de- 
clameth apaiaſt deſormedneſſe, ſo 1 conceive theſe 
invectives apgainft the weakneſſe of the greateſt 
part of men will not be diſpleaſing to you, whom 
this tempeſt hath not moved;and have received the 
newes of your baniſhment with the ſame countc- 
nances, as you before did the report of your pro- 
motion £o the chief office in the Kingdom. Truth 
iands in awe of greatneſle; and like a baſhful Vir- 
Zin is aſamea to come into the company of inlo- 
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lent fortune, Flatterers are inſeparable ſhaddows$ 
to thoſe who are able to relieve them in their. miſe- 
ries, and ſometimes the honeſt men, fearing leſt 
their freedom of ſpeech ſhould be dangerous or 
hurtful to thoſe whom they ſpeak ; are content 
with the not approving of faults, and paſſe them 
over unreproved. $o that thoſe who are in great 
places able to oblige, or diſoblige, are the Jaſt to 
hear of ſuch chings as concern thein. But when 
neither fear, nor hope, keeps any body about them, 
ifthey be applauded, they need not fear nor ima- 
gine they are flattered. For what other confide- 
ration, but cf an unqueſticned truth, can perſwade 
any to Gefend a mans ations, who is not capable 
ofrewarding a curtelie, whole acquaintance is con- 
tagious, and company ſuſpitious. Rejoyce then 
Sir in ſeeing ſach a variety of ſpirits agree inthe 
eſteem of your vertue. Bleſle a misfortune, which 
encreaſes your glory, and caſts confuſion in your 
enemies faces. Behold their ſhipwrack from a fe» 
cure Harbour; and aſſure your ſelf, that the p2o- 
ples reſentment of your calamity, is a rigorous pu- 
niſhment of your ill willers perfidiouſneſſe. And 
ſurely ( chough your modeſtie ſhould thereby be 
offended) I muſt avouch, that you are ine firlt 
ſervant, who ever was known with fo much cou- 
rage to preſer his Maſters intereſts to thoſe of b15 
own family, in whom knowledge, experience, and 
idelity were ſo happily/united and knit rogeiher 3 
who could walk fo upright amongſt ſo many pre- 
cipices, and retain fo much clory amidſt promites 
and threatnings, Bur rhe fetting forth of your 
prailes requircs a tongue tipt with more Eloquence 
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then mine, and'a ſoul lefſe fraught with modeſtie 
then yours to accept of it: T will therefore end, 
and proteſt uato you, Sir, that nothing hereafter 
ſhall hinder me [rom declaring my ſelfto the world, | 
vour ſervant : and giving upon all occaſions a due 
ceſtimony to the merit of your vercues : ard bein 
not able to re-eſtabliſh your fortune, I ſhall have 
courgeenough to exclame aloud againſt the perfi- 
dioulneſſe of thoſe who have ſupplanted it. 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Madamoiſelle de Couſerant, 0 give ber thanks 
for her curteſies done to ins while he was 


in diſgrace. 


Written by CMinſicnr de BoisRobert. 


Lady, 
£" Eing my misfortune is ſo great, that it will not 


you, ſuffer me ro afſume ſo much as to write; 
ro teſtifie unco you, that the lively reſentment of my 
miſeries hath not deprived me of acknowledgment 
of your courteſies, True friends are beſt known 
in Afﬀictions : yet I needed not that touch- 
ſtone ro try you, 'T had known you ſo ready 


to gratifie me in many other occaſions : So that the 
greateſt vexation I have at this preſent, is becauſe 
1 am forc'd to be gon before I haved ſerved you,or 

| ſhewed 
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eſtie | ſhewed my ſelf worthy the honour of your friend 


ſhip. You cannot ſay wherefore you have aſliſted 
me, onely your own Generoſity hath perſwaded 
you toit: Fottune hath inflicted a ſevere puniſh- ? 
ment upon me for a ſlight offence. Yet I muſt con- ) 
eſſe I have leſſe deſerved your favour, then mine 
own diſgrace : I was perſwaded it would not have 
laſted long, you having undertaken the care of my 


| buſineſſe ; but my diffidence increaſes daily, with ? 


the power of mine enemies. In the eſtate where- 
inlam, 1 can fear nothing but the being blotted 
out of your remembrance, which would be more » 
ſenſible to me then mine own misfortune. WouldT 
could thank you by word of mouth, and ſhew you 
(for want of other acknowledgment,a viſage wher- 
inthe reſentment of your favours is as livelily re-? 
preſented, as that of imine own grief. But ſince - 
tave loſt all hope thereof, except of this fad fare- 
well, and aſſure your ſelf rhat into what part ſoever 
ofthe world my adverſe fortune ſhall caſt me, 
anidſt all my ſorrowes and annoys, I ſhall ſtill pre- 
krve the remembrance of your goodneſſe , which) 
'sthe onely thing makes me deſire to live: hoping 
God will not ſuffer ine to remain ungrateful to- 

s you,and that he will yet permit meto teſtifie 
unto you by infallible proots that Iam, 


LadDy, 
Your moſt humble, moſt obedient, and 
obligea ſervant. 
Bois Robert. 
O 3 
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LETTER XVI. 
To pacifie a quarrel be:ween two brothers, 
By Aounſietr Auuray. 


S3y, 

FT" Hegſliſtance of a man as deep in ſufferings as 
i ones ſelf, is but weak; ſo 1 perceive my cares 

but little avail you. I having ſuch ſhare in your 
orief that my diſcourſes will rather expreſs a fellow- 
Feeling, then yield any comfort. Yet without con. 
ſidering the ſucceſſe of my Letter, I will for mine 
own ſatisfaction, ſhew you the greatneſſe and 
danger of a wound which cannot be bealed with- 
out your conſent; I can aſſure you there never 
was any grief better taken then yours, And as 
God repented him he had made man after he had 
ſinned : ſo when you wiſhed you had never a bro- 
ther, you did no more then what the moſt mode- 
rate man inthe world might have done. Tris true 
that ations and words are the images of life, and 
the viſible ſigns of the moſt ſecret qualities of the 
foul, You muſt imagine that the Princeſle of the 
T::diays, who to entertain the Spaniards cauſed 
three hundred maidens to dance naked before them, 
did not love that baſbfulneſſe which is ſo much at- 
teted-by their ſex : That 4/ex2vder ſhewed him- 
ſelf very moderate by living with ſo much reſpe& 
with his fair Captives, and that a King who can 
govern nis Paſſions as well as his Dominions, may 
paſſe for chaſt, not onely in Court, where leffer 
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| vices are accounted freat perfetions, but even 
| amongſt Carthrfrians who make moſt fri profeili- 


on of this rare vertue, One would eſteem that 
man to be moſt cruel and barbarous, who ſhoujd 
cauſe his Page to be ripped up) and opened, to find 
rhether he had eaten up his melon or no. So 
queſtionleſſe ſince this laſt aRion, in which I may 
lawfully ſay anger ſerthe one hand in arms againſt 
theother, I ſhall have mueh ado to eradicate thar 
opinion, which you have conceived out of your 
boſome ; and perſwade you that he, whom you 
ltely heard deuouncing threatnings, hath any 
thing elſe in his hearr, then what he uttered in his 
ſpeeches; or that he is ſenſible of any of thoſe 
plous motions, to which Narure, the law of Na- 
tions, and Kingdoms, and even the very Altars 


| (oblige him : Brotherly love i5 knit together by 


kch ſtrong bonds, that neitheir ſword nor firs can 
kver nor diffolve them : But the hatred which 
ſucceeds it, is often meaſured with the ſame mea- 
ure, confidence is curned into miſtruſt, and truely 
Iwonder how ſo much freedom can be overcome 
by ſo many difidencies, Love is a very tender 
ting, and hard to preſerve : a diviſion in families 
sfor the moſt part very dangerous, it is like blood 
mich ſeparated from the body, turas, and is cor- 
mpted This ſo great evil afforded examples in the 
rery infancy of the world, the ſecond man left us 
tie horror of it with its crime. Romes infancy is 
of later years : its walls, whoſe admirable 1tru- 
ture deſerved the honour attributed to divine 
lings,are aſhamed to ſee how their foundation was 
lid in blood-ſhed by the hands of a brother. But 
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when I call to minde their blindneſſe who could 
not apreeeyenin their Tombes, and whoſe body 
united upon one funeral pile were ſeparated by the 
fire as partaker of their quarre);T believe our memo- 
ry had not been burthened with their Prodigies,had 
itnot been to cauſe us to remember the Piety of 
their ſiſter, ſo that we arebeholding to her love for 
the knowledge of their hatred, You are not come 
to that Sir, your ſiſter hath indeed the like affeRion 
as that charitable Lady had, but your wrath is not 
ſo high as that, which death cannot terminate; I 
only admire that in the remedy, you have found the 
clauſe of your divorce: for if thoſe things which are 
commonly incident to men, are ſometimes cauſes 
of diſorders, methinks the intent you had of di- 
viding your inheritance, ſhould have rooted them. 
out. Pardon me if I accuſe you of picking a quarrel 
with the dead, ard make your enmities extend to 


your fathers aſhes : they are yet alive in you; 


your | jarring troubles their repoſe; and I look 
when their Ghoſts will come and tell you that you 
might eaſily accord, if love might arbitrate the bu- 
fineſſe. In the mean time you muſt force your Paſli. 
ons, man ought not to ſuffer himſelf to be trans- 
ported as a beaſt, without reſtraint, Shall I believe 
you cannot have the ſame advantage over your 
own ſpirit as you fffay-have over an enemy ? Co- 
wards wear ſwords, bur it is the part of valiant 
men to make good uſe of them : and of all men 
who are endowed with reaſon, thoſe onely who are 
vertuous ſhew it upon ſuch occaſions. All other 
Noble parts are nothing without a ſtout heart. For 
as much as in the fiege of a ſoul, wherein ſtrong re- 
| | Y | ſolucio85 
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Jtions ſhould appear, many ſhew ſo little life and 
fre, that one can ſcarce perceive they have any 
animal ſpirit in them. See how I engage your repu- 
zation to fight againſt an adverſary, which perad- 
yenture you took no notice of, I would have-you 
know I laugh ar thoſe bold ſpirits, which knew not 
what the terror of death was, and would drink a 
healch to the Tyrants in a cup of Poiſon : 
but if you obtain this victory which I propoſe unto 
you, I will follow your triumphant Chariot with 
acclamations : and you ſhall have for a teſtimony 
of your vertues, 


Your meft humble and moſt 
obedient ſervant. 


—— 


LETTER XVIII. 


To the Lord Marſhal of Baſlompierre 


To congratalate him in his new promstion to the 
| Office of Marſhal of France. 


By Mennſieur Malherbe. 


My Lord, 
[! is true that Fortune hath ſtood too long a de- 
liberating upon a recompence fitting ſo great and 
manifeſt a merit as yours : but howlſoever it hath 
at length reſolved upon it. And without diſſimu- 
lation your ations having alwayes made it know 


that it owed you extraordinary \ h 
; the 
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the ſervices you have with ſo many cares, ſo many G 
croubles, and ſo many dangers done the King in ln 
theſe latter tumults, have fo ſollicited it, that ſhe 
was ina manner forced without any further delay 
co acquit it ſeif of this debt, or declare it ſelf an 
open enemy to your vertue. I know not with 
what words they have expreſſed their joy, which 
is common to al] the Court, yea to the whole King- |- 
dom, who have already congratulated you. For 
my part, I no way can expreſle mine better then by 
relling you, that T have been as joyful to ſee you 
attain to this honour, which I alwaies wiſhed you, 
as I was to ſee thoſe idols tumbled down out of a 
place where I couid never behold them withour 
abomination. I am not of ſo evil an humour as to 
allow ſubjets to bend themſelves againſt their 
Princes will. Yet when thoſe, whom he favours, ſet 
his affairs in diſorder, Iam not ſo far inclined to 
compliance,as to aver it to be either reaſonable or 
poſlible to receive evil at their hands, and wiſh 
none. 

One of the principalleſt marks of Gods blefling 
upon a King and Kingdom, is the good hap of 
meeting with ſuch people, as take the ſame care 
as a Pilot, labouring for the ſhips ſafety, having 
no greater intereſt then that of its proſpe- 
rity. 

I have alwayes known you of an inclination ſo 
bent to high archievements, that if ever it muſt be 
expeaed, we muſt look on you to be the firſt exam. 
ple thereof, God grant it may be fo, and then the 
point where others terminate their greatneſle, 


may be the firſt degree of yours, Condionally 
Sir, 
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iccthat I may alwaies keep in favour with you, 
nd continue being, 


Sur, 
Your moſt humble and mo[t 
affetlionate ſervant, 


Cs A A AI Ion, 
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['s Mounſiewr Coeffeteau Biſhop of Marſeilles 
zo rejoyce with him for his nomination to 


| the ſaid Biſhoprick. 


By Mounſienr de Malherbe, 


— 


Sr, 
Even now received advice by a Letter Mons- 
fiewr Perez, ſent me concerning the Kings be- 
towing the Biſhoprick of Afar/eules upon 
j10u, Here is, God be praiſed a ſhameful 
re given, to that gallant fellow who ſaid it was 
reported at Court you had enough already. Tam 
:ſſured this news will be received as it ought to be 
both in your Dioceſe, and the whoſe Province. 
For my part, beſides mine intereſt in the common 


joy,I have a particular one which almoſt cranſports 
me. 

The beſt means Kings can uſe to gain obedience 
from their ſabje&ts, is to raign well, and well 
raigning, in mine advice, conſiſts as much in be- 


ſowing honourable places upon deſerving men, as 
in 


” 
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in any thing elſe, 1 pray God that our King, 


who kath teſtified his good liking in making choice 


of you; may lo far continue 1n advancing you, 


that as you have attained to the higheſt pitch of 
Learning and Vertue,ſo you may arrive to the orea- 
teſt degrees of honour and dignity. I wiſh it with 
all mine hearc, But Sir, it ſhall be upon this con- 
dition that you ſhall perſiſt in loving me, and ſhall 
alwaies hold me to be, 


Tour moſt humble aud moſt affefli- 


onate ſervant. 


Malherbe. 


Caf AL 


1herein the Cardinal of Perron gives the King 
thanks, after h s Majeity had procured 
him a Cardinals Hat. 


SIR, 


F I had as many tongues and wings,as the Poets 
feign Fame to have, I could not expreſle the 
leaſt part of this laſt Favour I have received 
from your Majeſty. There are neither Letters 
nor words that can ſet forth the excellency of ſuch 
a binding obligement, as would even ſtrike Elo- 
quence it ſelf dumb. I have nothing left me but 
thought, to reverence and reſpe& it, though char 
be likewiſe confuſed and oppreſſed by the great- 
neſſe ofit. For whether I caſt mine eyes upon the 
| | _ value 


ww 


—— 


art ;, 


— —— 


King, 
h_— 
> You, 
tch of 
 Srea- 
t with 


S CON- 
1 ſhall 


Fell. 


gets 
> the 
1ved 
tters 
ſuch 
Elo- 
but 
hat 
eat- 
the 
ile 


FER 


—— 


pr _— 


2 05 


Art 3s Moral Letters, 
zlue of the favour it ſelf, or whether T conſider 


he circumſtances wherewith it hath pleaſed your 
Vajeſtie to accompany it, or whether I examine the 
ictle deſert is in me, and what poor ſervices 1 have 
zyet done you,or whether finally T look upon the 
lorious and triumphant hand that beſtowes ir, no 
eſſe accuſtomed ro the Conqueſt of ſouls and 
karts, then that of Provinces and Kingdomes: I 
ind ſo many things to think and ſpeak of , that 
he abundance of matter choaks up the words in 
nymouth, and ſmothers the conceptions in my 
nind. So that in ſtead of giving your Majeſtie 
banks, T find you have given me cauſe to complain, 
orhaving through your exceſle of favours, obli- 
xd me to a forced ingratitude. Ir is true, that my 
ref is comforted by the hope I have thar your 
zodnefſe will accept of mine inabilicy for excuſe, 


4 


nd of my confeſiton that I canno: give you ſutfi- 
at thanks, for the greateſt acknewledgment lyes 
nmy power to yield you, This is the moſt humble 
lefire of my Letter, and to aſſure you, that ſince I 
rant proper words to give you thanks, 1 will have 
recourſe ro the eloquence of deeds and fervicts, 
ſvearing and proteſting unto you, that the remain- 
fer of my life ſhall be a perpetual and devored 
thankſgiving. It hath pleaſed you to command 
ne to finiſh my book, as a firſt fruits of my grat- 
ude,and I promiſe your Majeſty never to take my 
hand off it, cill T have ended ir. It ſhall be a mo- 
wme, and Pyramide of gratitude and acknow- 
&dgment which I will raiſe up to your Majeſty, till 
efets of greater concernment may teltifie chat 
am, Sir, Jeur CMajeſties, &c. 
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LETTER XXL. 


ToaGentleman, his intimate friend to perſwade | 


himto ſu: ceaſe his Suit. 
By Mounſieur de Malherbe., 


SIR, 


Havereceived your Letter of the 17. of this 
moneth ; It hath been (as every thing elſethat 
comes from you } moſt welcome and dear unto 
me, but being friends in that degree we are, and 


living togetber as we do, I cannot conceal thediſ- | 
pleature you do ne by continuing in a deſign which | 


| have ſo often requeſted you to give over. You 
love a woman that laughes at you. If you do not 
perceive it, you ſee not chat which the blindeſt man 
that is amongſt chree hundred could not chuſe but 
eſpie : andif you do perceive it, I believe that (to 
the prejudice of the Scrivener of Yaux) you mean 
co ulurpe the Empire of the little houſes. I find 


no fault with your being in love, you ought to be | 
ſo, or to renounce whatſoever is pleaſant in this 


worid : but you muſt love ſuch an one upon whom 
you may nor {ofe your time and labour, You may 
be drowned in love as well as in a River, You mult 
therefore ſound the depth of the one as well asthc 
other, and ayoid as much as a ſhipwrack the domi: 
nation of certain well conceited things, who de- 
fire to Jaugh at anothers coſt, Her whom you at- 


tect, is very good, exceeding beautiful, wondrous 
| 


| 
4 


aandiom, and of Noble birth. AN rhis I muſt [ 
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(confeſle ſhe hath ; yer the beſt is wanting ; ſhe 


{does not love you, and without this quality all the 


reſt is nothing, one is as good as another. You 
have heard ſay that with the help of ſtraw and time, 
Medlars wili grow ripe ; which puts you in hope 


1har though you be not beloved for the preſent, 


jou may be ſo hereafter, T grant it is no ſuch dif- 
{ulty, but that you may overcome it:but you muſt 
ot deny but you ſhall have much ado to conquer 
er, In matter of future things, Yea, and Nay, 
nay find friends to lay ſome of one ſide, and ſome 
{of che other : In this I am ſure moſt will be for the 
Negative. And your ſelf as ill handled as you are 
yyour Paſſion, if you had laid for the Afﬀirma- 
ye, you would yield your mony either loſt, or in 
xtream danger. Perſeverance may work mira- 
ces, it is true, but not alwaies, nor every where ; 
fchere be examples of its power, there are like- 
riſe ſome of ics weakneſſe. And beſides, if a man 
id patience in every thing elſe, he were more Pu- 
flanimous and faint-hearted, then Puſillanimity 
nd faint-heartedneſle it ſelf, if he could be pati- 
at when he ſaw himſelf contemned. 

indignation in my conceipt 1s not ſo juſt upon 
ay occaſion as this. When a woman refuſes what 
deſired of her, itis not becauſe ſhe condemanes 
therhing that is required, bur becauſe ſhe Goth not 
ike him that deſires it. 1 could wiſh you had ſpo- 
len with a man who came from that place where 
jour pretended Miſtris dwelleth. He could have 


elated to you, how that for a whole moneth toge- 


drous |thter he lay in that lodging, he ſaw her almoſt every 


muſt 
nfeſle 


'lay in company, ſo trimmed and ſet out with dreſ- 


ſings, 
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ſings, that one might thereby perceive ſhe had no 
intent-'to come home again before ſhe had capti- 
vated and enſnared ſome ſoul into her ſervice. 
You will peradventure interpret this in the beſt 
ſence, ſaying ſhe did it onely to divert her from me- 
lancholy thoughts, into which your abſence had 
caſt her. 

When one hath a defire to deceive himſelf, let 
him not do itat halfs You are inthe way of ſuffer- 
ing denials, you have ſerved your apprentiſhip for 
it in ſeveral good Schools, it is time for you to 
ſhew your Maſter-peece and ſue out your Inden- 
tures; Beno longer blind, or if you will be o, 
aſſure your ſelf it ſhall be againſt mine approbari- 
on. 1will look upon youas one doth upona 
friend, who is in danger of loſing himſelf in de- 
ſpight of all their endeavours who wiſhed him wel, 
I cannot deny but whenT was young, I felt the 
ſame fires as others of that age did, but never {9 
far asto love a woman, who would give me no re- 
quital. Ifany one had glanced upon me, I would 
g0 towards her; if ſhe ſtaid for me it was well; if 
ſhe drew back followed her fiie or 6. paces,or per- 
adventure cen or twelve, according as I yalued her 
worth. If ſhe grew obſticate in receding, were 
her merit never ſo great, I would let her go ; and 
immediately deſpight ſucceeding in the place of 
love, I would begin to find fault wich any thingl 
had b:fore eſteemed to be pra:tſe-worthy in her, 
The ireth1eſſe of her colour, though never ſo na- 
tural, ſeemed £o me a mask of white and red, her 
diſcourſes meer pratlings, and generally with a 
hatred ficred ro mine own concetpts, 1 gave tho: 
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| . _ 
[thoughes the lie, which had any way perſwaded 
'ne . As her; And this was oninally my car- 
rage towards worneni. 
; Weought not co think it ſtrange, if women take 
time to be reſolved in a buſineſſe wherein their ho- 
nour and life is concerned : And likewiſe if by 
ſme reſiſtance they prick on a deſire, which parad- 
renture would abace, if they ſhould upon our firſt 
{\mmons, yeeld with too much facility. Their re- 
krvedneſſe grounded upon ſome ſuch conſidera- 
ion may be bora w:thal ; but when they ſhun us. 
ither chrough a willful « verſion from us , or be« 
/auſe another already poſſeſſeth that which we ſue 
for, then it is time to pull up a good heart, and not 
/z00n in a journy, whereby we ſhall reap no other 
rofic but wearinefſe. Happy are they that can ſee 
n ſuch darkneſſe : many men are carcleſle therein, 
nd fall into irrecoverable loſſes. I pretend as lit- 
te cunning as any man; But I may ſay without 
uniry,thac I never yer had to do with any woman, 
ht I could quickly diſcern her humour. H ope hath 
alled me on, which once failing, I never fſtaid for 
iſecond repulſe. Believe me, and do the like, and 
iter ſ6 many ill harveſts, make careful choiſe of 
the ground where you mean to ſow your ſeed :.you 
hveas well as I, a certain careleſſe humour, which 
$not proper to undertake buſineſſe thar require 
long, and mature deliberation. Let ic ſuffice you 
hive been unfortunate in Prittais, be not the like 
nBregundy. Icry you mercy for vexing you as 
Ido, my loveis ſuch,* T can do no otherwiſe. 
Thoſe who give their friends indulgent counſels, 
kek' to pleaſe them, they: that ſpeak freely, to 
| 'Þ profic 
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profic them. I praiſe God I do not lofe mytime, | 


while 1 adviſe yowto make good uſe of yours. I 


would willingly ſend you ſome- newes to mitigate | 
this rancour, but ſleep opprefſech me. Farewell | 


Sir, and whatſoever T have ſaid, I will not failto 
deliver your Letter ; It will 1fear produce you a 


new ſhame, but your will be done, and I pray, if 


you pleaſe do you mine, by continuing your affeRi- 
on towards me, and holding me to be alwayes, 
| Tour moſt humble and moſt 
affelionate ſervant, 
Malherbe. 


—_ 


LETTER XXIL 
To lſidora, to difſWade her from a Marriage. 


By Monfieur de Plaſlac. 


T is impoſſible for me to hear the report which 
goes abroad of you, without an exordinary re- 
lentment. And mine inclinations are fo con- 
formable to my Judgment, that I cannot beholda 
ſick object withoura ſenſe of inward grief, nor a 
| blind body withour apprehending its fall ; which 
things being thus, how can I poſſibly look upon 
you,ready to be ſacrificed without giving you ſome 
aſliſtance, and joyningzmy complaints co thoſe of 
ſo many good people, who deplore your misfor- 
tune. To ſpeak truth fair /fdora, no ſound judge- 
ment will adviſe you from enjoying one ten yeats 
longer this fair ſeaſon you live in, and to be _ 
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[ofyour ſelf, with this quality of Virgin, which 
[makes you to be admired of the World, and pro- 


niſes you all poſſible proſperity. Think you that 
ch a marriage is the higheſt fortune you may ex- 
x, and chat you ought to limit all your hopes 


|nithin ſo mean a condition ? I pray be not. ſo ig- 


wrant of your own worth, as to condeſcend to 


[ach a match, as is ſo diſadvantagious for you, and 


ry be of no neceſſity, though there were never 
nother lefx in the World. Conſider chat you 
'xe born with ſo much advantage above other 
'nomen, that you cannot take example by the dam- 
nge which years ordinarily bring upon them, 


'but you muſt ſuſpect ir: Seeing thoſe wrinckles 


rhieh ofcen make them repent their refuſing of 
ich matches as they would afterward have been 
ad of, will not appear upon your cheeks in half 
mage. Ifall thoſe who pretend to gain your fa- 
our, might not aſpire thereunto without qualities 
wrthy of you, ſomething would be required in 
limthat ſhould poſſeſſe you, that were more then 
nan. And heaven ſhould grant you the condu& 
if Nature, and Empire of the World, if it would , 
|ifficiently reward your beauty : If you make a 
br of what I ſay, and ſhould require proofs to 
onfirm this truth, aske your glaſle whether you 
ave not the faireſt viſage in the World ; and ther- 
you ſhall know there can be no deſign ſo glori- 
ws, but muſt come beneath that of conquering 
08. I tell you in good earneſt, 7dora, thac were 
Lord of all the earth, I would teſtifie ſo much 
ao you : and chis impudent fellow, that dares ro 
(kfire you, ſhould be puniſhed as if he-had robbed 
| P 2 Altars, 
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Alcars,and committed all crimes as can be imagined 
Truly i can conceive no ſuch aCion, nor believe 
you have ſolittle courage, as to fuffer your ſelfto 
be thus carried to puniſhment ; and let the moſt 
ridiculous of men triumph of ſuch a conqueſt, as the 
greateſt Monarch in the World might be proud 
of, What a diſaſter would it beif any ſuch mis- 


fortune ſhould befall you, and how many wonders, ; 
' ſhould yeu be fainto bring to paſſe, before you 


cou}d make amends for this fault ? I think for 
my part, the Sun would hide its light for fear of 
beholding you, and all the earth would mourn for 
your fall, Believe your friends, 7fidora; and ſend 
this monſter into the deſerts of eAfrick to woe 
Apes and Baboons ; ard employ your ſelf in no- 
thing but working of miracles. You know the 


propereſt men of the Court languiſh for you; re- | 


ſerve your ſelf for ſome of them, grant them a hap- 
pineſſe which they would deſpiſe, did you once 
proſtitute ir to ſuch an infamous perſon. If you 
defire to acquire quantity of ſervants, make them 
die for love, and revive them ſecretly ; and by 
that means you ſhall make men beholding to you 
for their lives. | 


LETTHR 


[RK 


; LaYeBR ANI. 


To Crimena,to clear himſelf from a falſe 


accuſation. 


— 


By Monfienr de Bois-Robert. 


| had rather be accuſed of having betrayed my 
country, poyſoned my friends, and having com- 
'nitted Sacriledge, then of ſpeaking ill of yov. I 
inuſt confeſſe I was mightily ſurprized with this 
\tewes, and I expected nothing leſſe at my return, 
then reproofs from you. But Iam bound to tell 
jou, that as well for my reputation and conſcien- 
[ces intereſt,as for reaſon and truths ſake, that who- 
{hever hath endeavoured to Scandal me with this 
4perſion, muſt be one of the moſt pernicious mon- 
ters that ever was. To juſtifie my ſelf I deſire no 
ther witneſſe, but of my unſpotted reputation, 
zhich upon the confidence of my words, and wri- 
tings hath every where equally publiſhed che beau- 


[yof your viſage, the acuteneſſe of your wit, and 


he innocence of your carriage. What il] opinion 
hever you have of me, I will not ceaſe my praiſes 
for the furure. But you muſt pardon meit I cell 
jou, that you want yet ſome ſolidity in your judg- 
nene, and that you would be perfeRt in all qualities 
both of body and ſoul, if you were not ſometimes 
ofroo light a belief.I chought you could never have 
txen moved to my prejudice. If you did revolve in 
j5our memory the reſpet I alwayes bare you, 

| it 
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if you remembred the commendation you ſome. 
times gave me of retaining my favour in Court 
rhrough my modeſty, you would net now ſuſpe& 
me of ſo great an ingratitude. I proteſt I ſhall 
never be in a good humour again till you have told 
me the author of this venemous flander. I was 
reſolved to relate unto you mine adventures in 


I ; SOIT WS 
—_ ew me ne op ie en —_—— & 
m_ 


th edit. i PIES tr. acc - wu F 3 _G<cAt>@4t 


nw - — 
on eee er HEIDI Nanotubes 


LETTER XXIV. 


f England, and a thouſand other news, which per- 
{$14.9 adventure might have been pleaſing to you. But 
{ 1 fo puniſh you as you deſerve, for condemning me 

"7 without hearing my defence, you ſhall have no. 

Fo thing from me this day;but complaints and reproofs; 
Fall be and if I ſhould be ruled by my juſt anger I ſhould 

{1,0 have mwch ado to tell you thatI am ſtill, asI have 
FEI, ever been; Namely, 
mt - Torr moſt bunkble, and moſt affe- 
io 'M | Alionate ſervant, 
ih Bois-Robert. 


To Monſieur de Vauglas. 
To reprove him for his long ſilence. 


_ 
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By eMounſienr Faret. 


Sir, | 
THis is the fourth Letter I have written to you, 

and cannot obtain'one word of comfort inthe | 
orief your abſence hath inflied upon me. I 


wonder you will deny mea fayour 1 have recalent 
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| by ſaying you are the onely cauſe of my diſcomfort. 
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from thoſe, of whomT never asked ict; unleſſe you 
imagine I cannot live long ſince I forced my ſelf to 
forſake Paris. Ipray God 1 do not blame you wrong- 
fully, and that thoſe Letters, which you have done 
methe favour to write, be not miſcarried. In the 
mean time, I pray find ſome means, if you can, to 
draw me out of mine annoyes, and let me not 
alwaies be troubled to invent new excuſes,to juſtifie 
you in the little care you take in preventing 
my total misfortune, All that I can do Sir tote- 
ſtifie my preſent diſpleaſure is, to ſend you no other 
newes but what concern my ſelf, and they are all 


| ad ones, and if T could truly exprefſe them, I 


ſhoul& think my ſelf ſufficiently revenged on you, 


It ſufficeth me to let you know one thing, which is 
but too true to my prief and the confuſion of Pex- 
theus and you who are the authors of it; namely 
that thoſe bad nighes, which IT was wont to com- 
plain to you of, are yet more reſtlefſe to me then 
they were, and as I could not participate of any 
good bur in your preſence, I have loſt chat pleaſing 
ſleep, which was one of my greateſt, and ſenſibleſt 
comforts : which you have heard me ſo often 
call the father of life ; contrary to their opinion 
who hold it to be the kgother of death. See whar 
Iam brought to, and whether you be not dangerous 
perſons to uſe your friends in this cruelty in their 


| abſence. And after all this Ipray confeſſe, I am of 
; too good a diſpoſition to continue ſtil as I ever was, 
' axdam ; Namely, 


Sir, 


Nants this 24, of Tenr (e Vant, Cc. 
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LETTER XXV. 


Complain.ng for having received his friend 
| Letter too late, and intreating him 16 maks 
more care of his health. 


By Mounſieur Auuray. 


Sir, 

[| Thought to have written to you in verſe, that 

my Letters having feet might ſooner come to 
your hands. I received yours ſo long aſter the 
Date, that I took the bearer thereof for ſome An- 
tiquary that ſought to feed me with old Records; 
that which troubles me moſt herein is, thar I yet 
doubt of your health, though you writ to me con- 
cerning it. Our bodies are not ſtrong holds, that 
need much time or many Engines to batter them; 
continual pleaſures and delights are able to beat 
them down, & yet methinks whenlI hear you inthe 
Armory of your humours, that you fear not death, 
but as from heaven, or by ſome ſtrange accident, 
Becauſe you are in health you believe, unleſſe the 
world turn upſide down, you ſhall be immortal; 
bur remember theſe things will not continue with 
you in fo pleaſant a conlent for ever; a grief in 
the leaſt parc may undermine your whole body, 
even as one ſtone out of its place is many times the 
cauſe of the ruine of a Palace, Though you fal 
not upon the ſea for'fear of a ſhipwrack , you 
are in danger of loſing your ſe!f by too pret 
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| 2bu ndance of blood, and be drowned in that red 


ſea, of which your veins are the channels. Learn 
then of me to miſtruſt thoſe things which flatcer 
you, and ſerve for the maintenance of your life: 
Make more ſtore of that which one glafle of water 
may as ſoon deprive you, as if you had drank Poi- 
ſon.: for to ſpeak truth,you commit exceſſes, which 
would make a Giant ſtoop; and would have tired 
that ſtrong man, who feared not the encoun- 
ter of a Lion, and made nothing of carrying away 
the gates of a City upon his ſhoulders. 1f you had 
lived uponIron and Steel as Hercsles did, yet you 
know he dyed at laſt, and a woman found means 
to affront him who feared not monſters. YerT 
like you better in this humour, then if you were 
like that effeminate man, who was wont to be tired 
with the labour of others, and complained he 
could take no reſt all night, becauſe they had laid 
him upon a bed of Roſes which were not ſhred in 
good order. 


— 


LETTER XXVI, 
An anſwer 10. ſome praiſes, 


By Mennſieur Auuray. 


Sir, 

Did not think an honeſt man could have turned 
Aatterer, before you praiſed me ſo much. If I 
deſerved the leaſt part of your commendations 
] ſhould | eſteem my ſelf as happy, as if 
| aller» | we 
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one had beſtowed happineſle it felf upon me. 1 
do not wonder that thoſe who are at Par3s,as at the 
Weſt-1»dies, amongſt Gold and Diamonds ſhould 
beſtow preſents upon their Prince. For my part, 1 
who live in the Countrey ſhal find enouph to do to 
furniſh yon with fruit; 1 am ambitions to commend 
but not toimitate yon. For I am neither Courtier 
nor Orator ſufficient. I would uſe ſome Rethorick in 
anſwer to your complements, but as Palmes grow no 
where bur in the holy land, ſo rare expreſlions are 
produced no where þnt at to your habication. One 
may be deceived as well in the over, as undervaly- 
ing of things; therein rake heed you do not re- 
pent your liberality towards me. If I remember 
you, it is becauſe memory being a Treaſure, I can 
place no rarer a thing in it then your image ; and 
then look over all the Cabinets of the world, and 
I defie you from finding any one richer then mine, 
thoſe who know your merits as well as I, will re- 
member you in their beſt thoughts. You ſay Iam 
guilty of all your importunities in writing to me, 
let me be ſo ſtill, and do you continue in puniſhing 
me as you have begun. To ſpeak truth, I have won- 
dered to hear you ſay that our thoughts have ſer. 
ved fora paſtime to our Cenſurers, their Tyranny 
muſt needs be extream, if they will not ſuffer us to 
do well. { will tell you, if we never had none 
worſe, we ſhould need no confeſſor in that particu- 
lar: They are pearls wherewith one may beaurtifie 
a work without confounding it, T will therefore 
leave them in their error to return to the ſweet 
odours of your Letter, and aſſure you, that had! 
not laid it up amongſt my choyceſt pieces, or that 
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| the poſſeſſion of it, were not ſo precious to me, I 
would alwaies carry it about me, for an Antidot, 
againſt the infeious aire of this Countrey. Judge 
now whether I eſteem you or no, when I make ſo 
much of any thing comes from you. After that I 
will enter into a covenant of love with you, as in- 
violable as if it had been made before the Altar. 
This ſhall not hinder me from ſerving you ; andif 
thefe two things were incompatible, I think I 
ſhould ceaſe being your friend, to be, 


Sir, 


Your meſt humble and moſt 
obedient ſervant. 


47 
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Diſcourſe between a Gentleman, 

and a Centlewoman, divided 
into ſeven dayes. 


—— 
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The fir$t day. 


Gentleman. 


Apr, Encouraged by the rare com- 
mendations which all the world attri- 
bates to the glory of your merits, I am 
aAXEN come to tender my reſpects unto you, 
* G0) which I ſhall deſire you to eſteem obe- 
dient to your will,until the time of my perſeverance 
manifeſt them to be conſtant and faithful. 

Gentlewoman.] conceive Sir, opinion is more fayou- 
rable to me then truth, and hoid not all ſhe divul- 
Seth of me to be true. Wherefore you do wellto 
preſent feigned affetions, to the honour of this 
imaginary merit. 

Gentleman. You wrong your beauty Lady, which 
being Paramount, can produce none other effects, 
but ferventdeſires to ſerve you, 

Gentlewomen. All this confirms my former conceit, 
for finding my ſelf altogether unprovided of beau- 
tie, I believe you to be as void of anic affeion that 
might depend thereon, | 1 


Gent. 


; 
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|. Gentlensan, I fear I ſhould fin againſt truth, in 
| training to ſhew you which is ſo viſible ; and to 
[ſetit our with words, would be a wronging your 
ſublime judgement and apprehenſion, which can- 
| not be ignorant of it, 

| Gentlewoman. T perceive Sir you will overcome 
mein words though you cannot alter my delief. 

Gentleman, It is aneffe&t whereunto I will reſerve 
the trials of mine obedience, which ſhall one 
day condemn your misbelief,to authorize my truth, 

Gentleweman. Such words are common in this 
| age, which ordinarily promiſes much ſervice, but 
' never produceth any thing but Artifice. 
| Gextleman.It is an ordinary thing to confirm pro- 
miſes with oathes, yet the keeping of them is ſel- 
dom performed. And that which ought to make 
you believe I follow not herein the common cu- 
ſtom, is that your beauty is ſuch as ought to be ſer- 
vedrather by knowledge then imitation ; and be- 
ſides my deſign is roo glorious, and mine attempt 
too fair,to be imitated by any. 

GentleWwoman, How Sir are you upon attempts al- 
ready 2 if the caſe ſtands ſo, your deſign is more 
eafie then bold, for in fair enterpriſes there are al- 
waies hinderances which oppoſe hope. 

Gentleman, My reſolution of ſerving you is ſo 
fair, thac I can expe& no evil to redound of it ; 


| 
| 


, 


' tdecieve you it mas vou happy. 


For though you ſhould make the end of it unfor- 


: tunate; yer it will be alwaies a glory to my courage, 


that I bave dared to preſume to obtain your fayour. 
Gentlewoman.Seeing you thus ground your content 
upon misfortune, ho-5e can no way harm you, For if 


Gent 
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A Diſconreſe between Part ;, 


Gentleman. May I be ſo happy Lady, as to ſerve 
you ſo worthily, as Iam obliged to do, both by 
your merit and my ſubmiſſion. 

Gentlewoman; IT ſhall never adviſe a generous 
ſoul to reſt upon ſuch a deſign , the reſolution be- 

ing ſo mean, that it muſt needs be followed by ſor: 
row and Repentance. 

Gentleman. That which encourages me to ſerve 
you, is that I ſhall gain as much honour in the en- 
terprize, as there is difficulty in worthily atchie- 
ving it. | 

Gentlewoman, If you rendred as many proofs as 
you offer ſervices, you would be famous through- 
out the whole Empire of Love. 

Gentleman. Seeing I have courage enough to 
aſpire to the merit of your favour, I ſhall cake care 
to*ouide my perſeverance, wherein I ſhall not 
fai), being enlightened by mine own fire. 


222 


The ſecond Day. 


Gentleman. 
Te heme my fair one, I muſt baniſh my ſelf out of 
your company, to diſpoſe my ſoul ro know you. 
The one by the loſle of your preſence, the other by 


the remembrance of imagination: 


GentleWoman, Y ou ſay right Sir, and do wellto 
employ your mind to know me; for then your 
thoughts and imaginations may frame unto them- 
ſelves a conceived merit ;. where your eyes, and 
judgement could tind no true one. 

Genrlen,as, Whata new devile you have gotten, 
I ghink you would perſwade me a falſehood, to 

gain 
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2ain an advantage apon the ordinary way which 


{breaths out nothing but truth. Is it poſlible that ſuch 


avanity can provoke you to offend that which I ho- 
\nour, and you poſſeſſe? 
| GentleWoman. Call it a truth rather, and then your 


 {kelfwill ſpeak truth, 


"—_— TS ww 


Gentleman. Continue till in gaining glory to 
jour perſwafion, by offending that beauty, which 
in its eſſence will be alwayes gerfe&, though it be 
not ſo in your opinion, 

| Gentlewoman. If I am perfet, then I know my 
klf, for a ſelf- knowledge is a perfetion. And by 
knowing my ſelf, I may be permitted to judge how 
kfetive Iam in any matter of worth. Bur yor 
[ould perſwade me to the contrary, to exerciſe 
your owrſufficiency, believing there is more ho- 
1nour to be gained, by overcoming the maintaining 
of truth. 

| Gentleman. The reſolution I have taken to ſerve 
jou, may teſtifie you have had ſufficient power to 
liſpoſe me unto it. In a moment I ſaw you Poſleſ- 
brofa thouſand wonders, and in a moment I was 
jknſible of a thouſand Love torments: and being 
(apable of nothing but admiration, me-thoughts 
bat beauty was in the World but onely to be ad- 
nired, and I born for no other intent but to ſerve 
t, I will notthen, fair one, fer the opinion TI 
have conceived of you by. means of my beſt know- 
:dpe, be loſt upon che firſt onſet of your misbelie- 
"ng imaginations . But havingknown the truth, I 
wil not now intruſt it to the weakneſſe of my 
kords, ſeeing there js nothing unconquerable to 
j0u. 


Gentlewoman. 
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Gentlewoman. I have heard Sir,that contradiQion 
will animate and continue diſcourſes. Therefore 
I will be ſilent, to ſet a period to theſe unjuſt com- 
mendations; then peradventure you will pity 
and compaſlionate my weak reſiſtance, and be ſor. 
ry you have ſo eaſily overcome me. 

Gentleman. It is I that muſt be ſilent, being now 
ſtricken with ddmiration, which is the ordinary 
cauſe thereof. But in you Lady it would bea fin 
againſt your fair mouth, whoſe words are Ora- 
cles, | 
Gentlewaman. Sir, why do you not then believe 
what ſay ? for Oracles are alwaies true. 

Gentleman. But you Lady, why ſeek you with 
perſwaſions to contradi& that opinion which 
1 have grounded upon fight and judgment ? No, 
] will admire your beauty, maugre all contempts 
and miſcreances, and likewiſe continue the ſervice 
I have vowed uuto you, againſt any thing. that 
ſhould oppoſe it. So mine expeRation hath made 
a promiſe to my deſign, that all future aged, ſhall 
Regiſter your merit and my ſervitude for the rareſt 
antiquities that can be found within che whole Em- 
pire of Love. | 

Geiitlewoman., Time Sir will queſtionleſſe alter 
your opinion. _ 

Gentleman, Time Lady cannot contradict loves 
decrees, he is the maſter of fortune, and an enemy 
ro changes. But whart ? It is ſuperfluous to ſay.ſ0; 
And to believe through che compulſion of truth, 


is þerter then to be perſwaded toir by words. Aud. 


beſides, I had more need at this preſent to delirea 


remedy for this abſence,he fear wheceof makes me 
| expect 
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pet ſuch pains as I have conceived. 
| Gentlewoman. You muſt Sir forget your deſign, 
ud ſo avoid the puniſhment which repentance 
nay bring with it. 

i Centleman. No, ] will for ever preſerve and che- 
iſh the memory of ic, wherein I ſhall alwayes ſee 
teglory of mine enterprize. Farewell Beauty,you 
annot glance with your fair eyes upon your ſelf, 
utyou muſt behold proſtrate at your feer him 
at admires you ; nor raiſe your thoughts as high 
(syour merits, but you will remember your con- 
neſt, Adieu once more faire one, I will go ſeek 
wdarkneſſeand annoy, having loſt the light of 
:nySun and comfort. 

The thi-a Day. 

(tnleman. JF Come Lady to receive as much con- 
tent by your dear fight, as the loſſe 

fithath occaſioned grief. TI delieve the joy will 

waliate the ſorrow,ſeeing they both proceed from 

he ſame cauſe. 

GentleWoman. I believe Sir, you will receive as 
much of the one, as you have loſt of the other. But 
[pray ſhew me whence proceeds the grief you 
jeakof, For I believe the content of the mind 
aceeds that of the ſight. 

Gentleman. You may think ſo , butT who by ex- 
xrience have found the contrary cannot believe it, 
ltavereceived from mine imaginations bur an 


[maginary good ; But that of the ſight is true and 


bralewo.But Sir,they ſay the preſence contents no = 


{bing but the eyes which are humane & bodily, 8 


[ſence worketh upon cur fou | which is divine; and 
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I believe if it brought any diſcomodity along with j* Ge 
it, you would have prevented it. . [nine 
Gentleman. It was ſome happy deſtiny which | g,y; 
yeſterday baniſhr me from che bright rayes of your | (hich 
fair ſight, ro make me the betcer to know the | (je a« 
want thereof, and the puniſhment I ſuffer thereby; | Faq 
with ſuch a fervent deſire toſee.you, that each | 74. 
hour hath feemed an age to mine expectation, and | teing 
and a moment to my remembrance. 1fom 
Gentlewoman, What we foreſee, we may eaſily |jQ1di 
avoid, And you have agreat way off, by your | ip 
apprehenſion behold chis evil approaching. Yet Ge 
the little cauſe of fear was in it made you volunta | « 
rily ſeek after ic. Complain therefore againſt your | 7h, 
own willfulneſſe, and not againſt deſtiny which is | jþ;e 
alwayes juſt. | exce; 
Gentleman. Lady, my will is not the cauſe of it, | v5 
for I endeavoured to run away from my ſelf, and | yhic 
ro come to you. But love to tyrannize the more | 44; 
over me, gave me this deſire, yet hindred me | (an 
from obraining ir. $01 believe itto be one of his 
decrees, that a noble Paſlion ſhould increaſe its | þejn 
conſtancy, by means of violent oppoſitions and | (4, 
hinderances. T he fonrth Day. & 


, 
— T is high time for me Lady to deſire of | wel! 


Iz 
=y 
©S 
[ 


{ 


you ſom aſſurace of your frindſhip,be* | man 

ing TIcancive you none of the authority you have | ees 
over my wil, but the ſerviceI will render to the hon. | Ge; 
our of your power;a teſtimony which depends upon | if I 
occaiion, and occaſion upon your commands.$wear | con 
unto me therefore by your fair eyes, you love that | hun 
which they have overcome , that I may ſay my | ho! 
ruice is as wel a mark of my glory,as of your pau 8 | 
ent. | Jofl 
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th | Gentlewoman. Do you think Sir, that which is 
{ined by the eyes, can be beloved of the hearc? 
< | Gentleman, Why ſhould not you affect that love 
ur | ghich you have created in me? would you have ir 
be [die as ſoon as it is born? that would be an effe& 
Y; |ofan unconſtant ſoul. 
M | Gentlewoman. It is you Sir that are in danger of 
nd [being qualified by that name : For if love proceeds 
{irom merit, you will ind one far ſurpaſſing mine ; 
ly {holding this vain opinion, thar the diverſiry of your 
I {tefigns,are ſo many glories to your courage. 
& | Gentleman. I will never go about to ſeek after 
+ ty other worth then that you are poſſeſſed of: 
I [Thoſe who are lefſe worthy then your ſelf may b2 
5 |{ubject ro ſuch ſears ; not you, whoſe beauty fo fa: 
{exceeds all other, No Lady, taxe counſel of your 
Q [own merit, and it will ſhery you tha the fair choice 
d |yhich I have made may not be altered. Beſides,the 
© |judoment which teſtifies a defe@ in our firſt intent, 
© | cannot take place in a generous love; the deſign 
proceeding from the judgement of our ſoul, which 
5 | being all divine, cannot err. 
d | Gentleworman T hey ſay Sir, that love is very ſub- 
| jet to knowledpe, of which I jadping you to be lo 
ft | well ſtored, fear you will make uſe of it among ſo 
© | nany pleaſing diverſities love daily preſents to the 
e | eges of unfaithful lovers. 
l | Gentlemas, He would baniſh me out of his Empire, 
if I ſhould entertain a will contrary to his. He 
commands me to be yours; ſo his power and my 
It | humour have accorded my deſign & his decree.Þe- 
y | bold whar glory I gain thereby, Heaven hath made 
, | all worldiy things of a variable condition, to ſet 
t | forth {as 1 believe) the lure of my —— 
Q2 y 


at 


= 


+ 
x 
* 
; 
F- 
þS 
"4 
$* 


DATES? > ne caofttenges ans; 


"ESI: et ON SS we — — | —— | 
22 A Diſcourſe betw:en Part ;, | 


— _ _ 


—— 


PR— — 


y iixed in the faireſt aſſurance my love can giye 
you tnereof, 

Gentle\vn Love it ſelf cannot force your affeRions, 

Gentl:::4n. He would fear to be enſlaved himfelt; 
No power can force you to it but your own; ther- 
fore to obtain a perfeR glory of having overcome 
the whole world, there is nothing wanting but the 
conquelt of your ſelf, 

GentleWwo. I cannot chuſe but overcome, having no 
wil! nor thought bur yeelds obedience to that duty 
I have taken upon me, for a perpetual guide of 
my life. 

Ge»tlema.1s it not duty to love an affeRtion which 
yov have created ? but you oppoſe your deſipnsto 
my prayers; to the end that your refuſal may re- 
double my paſlton,and make me more conſtantly'to 
perſiſt in the purſuit ofyour favour:and the difficul- 
ty in obtaining ir, thall add glorly to my conqueſt, 

Gentleman. Since pain may gloritie you, why do 
you complain of it ? 

G:+tlema. I do not complain of pain, but of your 
unonr which wiilnot take;notice of it : if it be not 
ſo,! conjure thar fair mouth of yours,to pronounce 
ſome aſſurance of your love. 

Gentlewo, Well, your ſervice ſhall be acknowleds- 
ed, and eſteemed according to the rate of its con- 
tinuence : And believe me, that as my true paſſion 
orely can odlipe me thereto,ſfo no adjuration ſhall 
ever have any power over me. 

G:itleman. Lady T would I could transform all my 
deſires into words, to give you thanksworthy of 
fo favourable a promiſe, but ſince 1 am not capable 
fo todo, I will onely tell you, that he ro whom you 
have been ſo liberal of your fayours,ſhall ſpend the 

remaindex of his dayes in your obedience. T ke 
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The fifth Day. 


Gentleman. | Faw y, if mine opportunities to ſerve 

| you were as frequent , as thoſe of 
ſpeaking to you, I ſhould have yeelded as many ſer- 
|rices, as I have done words. I dare not confirm 
them ro youſtill, by the ſame teſtimonies; and 
| befides I have a ſmall talent of perſwaſion, that I 
imafraid I ſhalldiſcover mine ignorance rather 
then my ſervitude, 

Gentlewaman. I believe perſwaſion to be onely 
required, where truth is wanting: wherefore ſeeing 
you have alwayes proteſted your ſeif to be verite- 
ble, you need not make uſe of it ; otherwiſe you 
would make your oaths and my faith as different as 

| your words, and reſolution. 

Gentleman. The artificial frame of a diſcourſe 
hal never do me that evil office,as to perſwade me 
4 falſehood, for I am ignorant of the uſe of it, much 
' more of the invention, which ſhall make me to 

avoid the undertaking of it, to the end that being 
lafegarded from the trouble I find between the reſo- 
lution, and the iſſue, I do not clearly manifeſt unto 
you, that all the World will judge ſuch a fair deſign 
deſerves to be continnajly purtved and followed. 

Gentlewo. [ pray Sir be careiul of co:forming 


| your mind to your words, Time alwayes produces 


opportunites to diſcern difli mulation irom truth. Þ 
can aſſure you, if I find your promiles faife, you 
ſhall repent the beſtowing of them ſo vainly ; for 
[ will alwayes reſerve that power to my teif, to ct- 
ther accept or refuſe what you ſhail proffer me. 


Gentleman, How my life, can your bei:ci take a 
3 bad 


OB — 
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bad impreſſion concerning your ſervants? I call 
love, and your beauty to witneſle that 1 will al- 
waties continue ſuch, 

Gentletomar. Well Sir, I will for the preſent ac- 
cept of your intentions, hoping hereafter to have a 
cognizance of them. 

Gentleman. Fair one, 1 promiſe you that you ſhall 
gainas much fidelity in this your Conqueſt, as I ex- 
ped plory and bliſſe of mine, 

Gentlewoman. But I would know Sir, whether 
you will keep your promiſes as firmly as you have 
proteſted them, 

Gentleman. Far better Lady, for I can afford but 
ſuch weak words as mine ignorance furniſheth me 
withal; but can yield you effets, though they 
ſhould coſt me a glorious death. 

GentleWwoman. Why could you find in your heart 
to dye for me ? | 

Gentleman, No Lady , for that which others 
would eſteem death ſhould be a life ro me, ſo it 
were given me by your hand. 

Gentlewoman. Live, and take heed repentance be 
not the cauſe of your death. 

Gentiraan. Well Lady, I will live your ſervant, 
and make my ſpirit live by the merit of my perſe- 
VErance. 


The fixt day. 


Gentl:man, & any thing Lady more continual 
then my Paſlion ? I would have it as 

Gurable, as your beauty ; the glory of my delign, 
and my perſeverance. . - 
Gentleman. I fee Sir, you will have it ſo, and that 
you 
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jon are born thereunto by your own will rather 

ten by any merit of mine. 

Gentleman. Force me not fair one to expreſſe 
ich commendations of you, as ſhall oblige me be- 
rnd my capacity. Content your ſelt that all 
rords which are expreſlive of praiſe, derive their 
iſtre from you. 

Gentlewoman. Though you be pleaſed co ſay ſo, 
jet am not able to believe it, mine eyes and judg- 
nent contradifting it, But for requital give me 
kave to render you thanks. And if hereafter you 
proach me mine ignorance, my deſire ſhall make 
jou amends, 

Gentleman. You are too humble Lady towards 
lim, who expeRs nothing from you but commands 
ormeto obey, with all the vigilancy a Lover can 
iford, whoſe chief care ſhall be to fulfil them. 
| | Gentlewoman. Fortune (they ſay) to ſhew its un- 
controllable power, alwaies oppoſes the faireſt re. 
'blutions. You ought therefore to fear leaſt croſ. 
ks war againſt our deſigns. | 

Gentleman, I will alwaies afford you ſuch variety 
ef duties, that though misfortune ſhould endeavour 
0 thwart me therein, I ſwear it ſhall be ſooner 
reary of croſling one, then I ſhall be of ſerving 
you, and defying it. 

Gentlewoman. 1 will therefore for the preſent have 
this aſſurance ſerve for us both : and believe that 
henceforth no croſſe how tedious ſoever ſhall Ci- 
; vert my conſtant humour from loving you. 
Gentleman. Fair one, theſe promiles ſhould be 
aſſured ang certain Oracles. 
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Gentlewoman. So ſhould your deſires Sir, beg 
many infallible preſages. : 

Gentleman. But how can I ſufficiently confirm it 
to you, now joy hath charmed my mouth, teacheth 
me, that words are vain, when we are proceeding 
to Trials and Actions? | 
* Gentlewoman. NorlT can no fullier expreſſe truth 
then I have already, and finding my ſelf more ca- 
pable of love then of diſcourſe,l will conjure your 
perſwaſion, to force youto a belief, 

Gentleman. Preſerve then fair one this favoura- 
ble inclination for me, and if ever heaven ſhould 
offer to diſturb the continuance of it, cauſing you 
any way to ſuffer for my ſake ; I aſſure you 1 
would rather offer up my ſelf in ſacrifice to expiate 
or prevent any ſuch diſaſter. 


The ſeventh and laſt day. 
G:n:leman. F Apv,the ſame day [ bad the hap. 
| pineffe to' preſent my cordial 
affections to you, and you perfectly took poſſeſſion 
of my very foul, and all that depended of it, I was 
alſo ſurprized with a-thouſand fears, For rareſt 
Conqueits a"e ordicarily ſubje& to greateſt croſle:, 
and my ſmall merir made me doubtful of obtain- 
ing your favour; But ſeeing your goodneſſe and my 
propitious Fortune have deceived my fear : and 
that you contrary to the common courſe, would 
with courtefie gain that which was already yours; 
The more extraordinary your aſfeRion is, ſo much 
the greater is mine obligement,; and my deſire of 
ſerying you in recompence thereof, | 
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Gentlewoman. Neither ſhould I ever have thought 
you would haue bent your affeftions towards me ; 

' Itis a happineſſe I more deſired, then hoped for, 

; And not without cauſe ſeeing you endowed with 
ſo many good qualities. 

Gentleman, I will hereafter poſſefle nothing but 
| take all away from my ſelf, and put it into her 
' hands whoſe I wholly am. 

Gentlewwoman, Well, when I ſhall be ſo happy as 
; toenjoy you, the gift will be the greater in beſtow- 
' ing my ſelf and all I have upon you. 

Gentleman. Teach me ſome petty Love-oath, and 
| you ſhall ſee what uſe 1 will make of it, to tettifie 

thatT am wholly yours, and that which love now 
 beſtowes upon you cannot be taken away bur onely 
| by death, 
| Gemtlewomas, I can aſſure you I will with much 
| care indagate an occaſion to deſerve you; and do 
you hoid theſe words to be the moſt infallible that 
ever fidelity vowed. 

Gentleman, I will alwaies live to do you ſervice, 
{ Gentlewoman. And 1 ſhall no longer live for my 
lf, then I live for you. 

Gentlema:. Let us then Lady unite our fouls with 
this Kifſe, and make what ſpeed we can to be our 
| elves, that as we now enjoy one another by dii- 
| courſes we may one day accompliſh our deſires. 
' An expeRation which affords me ſo much joy, chac 
| onely to reap the pleaſure of meditating upon ir, I 

will confine my ſelf co ſilence, 
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To the Reader, 


weal was the chief aim and Cen- 


n EPL Aving alwaies been of the mind 

* x - | (loving Reader) that the Publick 
_< | 

| NG Q ter of all our CAions, andihat 

IKE C every one was oblized tobend the 

þ >» uttermoſt of their endeavours 


hereunto; I reſolved to make thee partaker of | 


zhis Copy, as profitable as delightful, whicha. | 
friend of mine communicated unio me before 1 | 


went out of France. 1 cannot iruly tell thee who 


is the father that brought is forth, but I can aſſare | 
thee, it is noneof thoſe CAbortive Birthes which | 


have no other ornament but ſwelling words, and 
gxtravazant affettations. The ſtile is (mooth and 
watural, the conceipts neat, and couched withow! 
any confafien. In a word,its greateſt Artifice i t0 
| have none. 7 E. 
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Complements and Elegancy 


| OF THE 
FRENCH TONGUE. 


To offer onts ſervice aud friendſhip. 


| A 
[F&FYE2 7 IR, the renown of your Ver- 
| 7 T:- N34 tue and Courteſie, ol made me 
AS 6 deſirous to be honoured by your 
fo LD) love and friendſhip, and having 
5 I | no other opportunity of inſinua- 
3 a5 ting my ſelf, have made bold to 
viſite you, and proffering my ſer- 
rice, aſſure you of the ſincerity of mine affecti- 


| 


(n, 

B. Sir, I humbly thank you for the pains you 
hve taken in comming to ſee me: and though 
know nothing in my. ſelf, which may deſerve ſo 
nuch honour, yet if that little I have, can render 
{ny friendſhip acceptable unto you, aſlure your 
HF itis obtained, and T offer it you with a Cordial 
lifetion” Deſiring you onely for a trial of your 
| love 
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love to honour me with your commands,and]T ſhal | 
endeavour to teſtifie mine, by a perfe& obedi- | 
ENCE. 

A, Sir, you ought not to undervalue thoſe rare 
qualities that are in you, the merit whereof is too 
well known, which increaſes mine obligementto- 
wards you for this favour you do me in receivin 
me ſo curteouſly into the number of your friends; 
I fear onely I ſhall want ability ro acknowledge 
it. | 

B. Sir, your love is too ample a ſatisfation, where. | 
by 1 find my ſelf ſo highly honored,tbat I ſhal ſtrive | 
to preſerve it by all humble ſervices, and ſhalt | 
preſume to come and viſit you at your own dwel- | 
ling. 

A. Sir,you ſhall be heartily welcome, andI will | 
longingly expeR you, which hoping you will ere | 
long perform, I humbly take my leave. | 

| 


_, w 


B. Sir, I remain your moſt humble ſervant. 


To 24in acqutzzmtance npoy a caſuil meeting. || 


A. SIR, Lefteem it as ſingular happineſſe, to | 
have mer with ſuch good company, ſeeing | 
7 have by this means obtained the favour to beac+ | 
quainted with you. | 
B. Sir. if the ſame chance which brought us J] 
rogether in this place, did likewiſe render me ca- | 
pable of making my friendſhip as uſeful to you, {; 
as your goodneſſe is pleaſed to eſteem it accep- 
cable, I ſhould think my ſelf doublie happie : but |; 
rill opportunitie preſents it ſclf, I ſhall pray yol | 
LO accept of the good will, 
A. Sir, 
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A, Sir, your merits oblige me bighly to eſteem 
your acquaintance, and deſire your love. And 


| e——_—_— 


— 


| mine intent was to make tender of my ſervice to 


you. But nowTam doubly indebted to you for 
reventing my purpoſe by profering your affeRion. 
"bumbly thank you for it, and deſire you recipro- 


| cally to accept of mine. 


B. I kindly accept of your proffer, conditionally 
that my reſpeRive ſervices may make you part of 


| amends. 


A. Sir, you will oblige me beyond the power of 


{nine acknowledgment. Your love will be honour 
{ ſo ſuffictent for me, with leave to come and viſit 
{you ſometimes, to receive your commands. 


Iwel- | 


I will 
i!) ere 


G 


7 


Te, to | 
ſeeing | 


be ac- 


olit us 
me ca- 
0 you, 
accep- 
8 : but 
ay you 


A. Sir, 


B. Sir, I will not ſay what my dutie binds me to: 
[but T will pray youto believe that my deſire of 
| teſtifying ir by effeRts is ſincere, and ſhall appear 


/upon the firſt occaſion as ſhall preſent it ſelf. In 


the mean time, I ſhall be glad for the enjoyance of 


{jour company, to ſee you at your own home. 


A. Sir, you fhall ever be moſt heartily wel- 


Jcome, 


AT. ſit. 


A. Sir, whenT firſt had the honour to be. ac- 
{2inted with you; your courteſie did ſo far en- 
rage me, that 1 am not able ſufficiently to acknow- 
edge it. Thave made bold to come to viſit you, 
ud give you thanks for it, and aſſure you of the 
ontinuing ever devoted to your ſervice, 

B. Sir, Ido not think my ſelf able to give ſuffi- 
vent reſpects to ſo high a merit, but aſſure your 
if my good will ſhall, never be wanting. You 

oblig 


Ae 


— 


oblige me infinitely in coming to ſee me, and are 
extraordinary welcome, | 

A; Sir, you will overcome me with your courte- 
ſies, and new engage me every time you come 
to viſit me; I fear you will at laſt force me 
to remain ingratefull ; havirg not where- 
withall to requite your favour. But tell me I pray 
how have you done ever fince our Jaſt enter. 
view. 

B. Very well Sir, at your ſervice, and how hath 
it been with you. | 

A. Truly Sig 1 have not been very well, but that 
ſhall not hinder me howſoever from ſerving ſuch 
as haveeſteemed me worthy of their love. 


To invitea Friend to Dinner. 


A. Seeing Sir you have ſo long honoured me 
with your good company : ]'ſhall entreate you 
Sir to ſtay and take part of a bad Dinner, 

B. Sir, I moſt humbly thank you ; I am fully fa- 
tisfied having ſeen you in good health. 

A. Ipray Sir ler me ſtay you a little longer, 
we may ralke a lirtle further at Dinner if.you pleaſe 
0 have patience to ſtay ſo long. 


B. Sir,if in ſo doing, I might do you any ſervice; 


or if my preſence were capable of yeelding you 
any content, I ſhould ealily condeſcend to it. 
but I doubt I ſhould rather .be troubleſome to 
'00, 
; A. Pardon me Sir, your company 1s £00 accep* 
cable* I pray do me that courceſie. 

B. Sir, Ll have ſome bufineſſes which requiresa 
preſent 
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iſpatch, and therefore I ſhall intreate you to hold 
Jaeexcuſed. 
| A. Sir, I would be loath to be your hinderance. 
{And am ſorry I cannot have the happineſſe to en« 
Joy your good company any longer. 
| B, AndIam ſorry I cannot at this time accept of 
jour Kind proffer, for which notwithſtanding I re- 
Jain thankful to you, 
1 A. Ic ſhall then be at another time,when you are 
{better leiſure, 
{ B, Sir, I ſhall be at any time ready to obey your 
jommands. 
! 

CArother form, where the invitation 


is atceptcd, 


| A, Sir, ſince it hath been my good hap to meet 
/jou at this preſent, let me deſire you to come take 
{part of a bad dinner with me. 

| B.Sir,if I could do you any ſervice therein,l would 
jnillingly bear you company, but my preſence will 


{be both unuſeful and troubleſome to you. 


: A.I pray Sir, uſe no ſuch excuſes, your company 


/smoſt pleaſing, but you fear your chear will be buc 


B. Pardon me Sir, I know your houſe affords 
none but good entertainment, and becauſe you 


{ hall not think I have any ſuch choughr, I will do 


35 you pleaſe, 

A. You ſhall be exceeding welcome, and do me 
an extraordinary favour, and we will relate the 
newes of theſe times till dinner is ready. 


R B. Sir, 
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B. Sir, I have a little buſineſſe to diſpatch, which 
I would willingly make end of this morning, I pray 
Sive me leave to $0 and give order for the doing 
of, andI will return immediatly. 

A, I praydo not fail, for I will expe& you. 

B. I will return without delay. 


At bis return. 


B. SIR, I crave for having cauſed you to ſtay 
ſo long. . 

A. Sir, you come in very good time, and now I 
ſee you are a man of your word. 

B. I would I could as well perform all things 
elſe, whereunto your quality and my dutie oblige 
me. 

A. Sir, lay off your cloak and let us waſh, 

B. When you have done Sir. 

A. Let us waſh together if you pleaſe. Take your 
place Sir. 

B. After you if you pleaſe. 

A. No Sir, I pray ſit there, that place is reſerved 
for you. 


B. I muſt obey you Sir : I hadrather be un- 
civil then troubleſome. 


At the end of dinner. 


A. Sir, I pray excuſe your bad entertainment at 
this prefent, and at another time we ſhall endea- 
vour to make you amends. 

B. Truly Sir,it I hath been very good, without any 
defect, and therefore needs no excuſe. 

A. How- 


S& 
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| A. Howſoever your welcome was hearty, and I 

ſhail deſire to teſtifie my cordial affe&tion ſome 

other way more worthy your ſelf, | 
| B. Sir, IThave ſo many teſtimonies of your good 
;nillthar T amaſhamed it lies not in my power to 
| requite the leaſt of them. I will expe& when your 
| commands ſhall give me opportunity to do it, and 


| foIthank you for my good chear, and humbly take 


' ny leave of you. 
A. Farewel Sir. 


An1 if he chance ts ſtay after dinner bz 
that invited him may ſay. 


A. Sir, will it pleaſe you to paſſe the time at 
ſome Recreation, leſt it ſeem tedious to you afcer 


| your bad entertainment. 


B. Sir, it cannot ſeem long in your good com- 


; pany : you have fed us with delicates, and raviſh- 
 edus with uſeful and pleaſing diſcourſes, which are 


the beſt ſauces of a feaſt. 

A. Your good nature makes yon take all things 
patiently and in good part; but how ſhall we paſſe 
away the afternoon? do you delight in gaming 


' Sir? 


B. Sir Iwill agree to any good motion. 

A. Had you not rather Sir walk, and go fcc 
ſome good company. | 

B. Yours is more then ſufficient for me. 

A. Sir, Iknow where very good company is to 
meet, where there will bechoice of young Gentle- 
men and Gentlewomen of this Circy. I am very 
well known amongſt them, and make no doubt but 
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we ſhall both be exceeding welcome, if you pleaſe, 
we will walk thither. | 

B. Sir, Iam bound to obey you, and you ſhall 
do me a preat favour. 


Coming into the company, the Gentleman 
who & acquainted,ſpeaks, 


Gentlemen. hearing of your preſent meeting, 1 
cameto ſee and ſalute you, and confiding in your 
wonted cuſtomary courteſie made bold to bring 
this friend along with me, an honeſt and vertuous 
Gentleman. | x 
The Company. Gent. we rejoyce to ſee you, you and 
your company ſhall alwaies be welcome. We ſpeak 
for our ſelves who are at your devotion, as for the 


Gentlewomen, we will leave you to inſinuate your. 


ſelves into their favours. 

The Stranger. I durit not have preſumed to in- 
trude into your company, being a ſtranger, if this 
Gentleman had not proteted me with the credit 
He hath among you : The courteſic you ſhew me 
for his ſake doth infinitely oblige me. And as for 
theſe Gentlewomen, their exceeding beauty and 
me2knefle ſeem to promiſe they will not diſdain my 
company, and ſuffer me to behoid them, till I can 
with my conſtant ſervice endeavour ro deſerve 
ſome part in their affections. 

Gentl/eWwomen. Sir,we ſhould be as void of judge- 
ment as we eſteem our ſelves to be defective in 
beauty, if we ſhould undervalue your mcrit, which 
this Gentleman informeth us of. and your own 
co00d carriage ſufficiently exprefſeth. Queſtion 
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not therefore your welcome, and expe from us all 
reſpects due to your curteſie and merits. : 

Stranger. Gentlewomen, you oblige me with ſo 
much civility and honour,thar I ſhall ever be mind- 
ful and thankful for it. Bur I am infinitly ſorry that 


| Ican yield you no ſervice equal to your worth. Yet 


[will preſent it, beſeeehing you to accept of it, as 
being fincere and unfeigned, 

Gentlewo, Sir, you exceed in curteſie, we being 
already ſatisfied by your gracious preſence,and the 
content we receive by your pleaſant converſation. 

Stranger, Though peradventure you may eſteem 


| my ſervice not worthy your merits, yet I will not 


deliſt upon any occaſion to teſtifie how much I ho» 
nour and refpe& you. 

Another Gent. Sir, we are going to play, will you 
pleaſe to make one, or had you rather entertain 


| theſe Ladies ? 


Stranger. 1] am very well here Sir, and though my 


| task be hard I will undertake ir amongſt theſe Gen- 


tewomen. 

One of the GentleWYomen. Sir, you may peradven- 
ture find work enough to perform it. 

Stranger. I care not what I loſe, ſo IT may gain 
your favours. 

Gentlews. Sir, I believe our, poor entertainment 
will afford you bur ſmall contenr. 

Stranger.Ladies, had 1 but this one happineſs to ſee 

you, it were ſufficient to raviſh all my ſenſes,| find 
here ſo much beauty and grace: And1I believe Pa- 
14 could not find ſo much in his chreeGoddeſles. 

One of the Company. Sir, if you had a Golden, 
Apple to ajude unto them, you would caſily per- 
ſwade them to it. R 3 Stran- 
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Stranger. Beſides I queſtion not but the rare- 
neſſe of your wits is correſpondeut to your out- 
ward beauty, and that your words are as full of 
charms, as your thoughts of wonders, and fol 
prefer the good hap of being in your company, to 
any other. | 

GentlWwomen. Sir, if we did not know our ſelves 
ſo well, you might cauſe usto preſume too murh of 
our ſelves : but you do irto give your acute wit 
its carricer, and to paſſe the time away. 

*travger. Ladies, your modeſty ſhall not cauſe 
me to forget my duty ; which is both to admire, 
and publiſh your perfe&tions, and honour them to 
the uttermoſt of my power; bur if I be ſo urfor. 
tunate as to receive diſgrace thereby, my comfort 
ſhall be 1 met with ſuch pleaſing enemies. | 


A Gentleman courting 4 Gentlewoman npou 
fair and honourable termis, 


| ir I accompt this ro be the happieſt day 
ever had in all che courſe of my life, wherein 
] have the honour of being acquainted with 
YOu. 

Sir, if T know anything in me worthy your me- 
tits, 1 ſhould think my ſelf obliged ro employ itin 
honouring of you. But finding nothing bur im- 
perfe&tion and weakneſle, I believe the Knowledge 
of me will hardly yield you any content, much leffe 
happineſle. | : 

Lady, I find ſo many perfe&ions therein, that I 
find my ſelf obliged to honour them with all my 


power, and offer you my moſt ſervice, 
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T | Sir, it is your courteſie, and fair Languape tha® 
f | would willingly excuſe my defeRts, ro make your 
1 | ſafficiency to appearſo much the more. 

_— 1] Pardon, me Lady, it is the charming power of 
® { your vertues and merits, which oblige me not one- 
« {ht honour and ſerve you, but alſo to deſire ſome 
ce | part and intereſt in your affeRions. 

— | Sir, whatſoever a maid with honour may do, you 
, | nay requeſt of me. I reſpect your quality, admire 
. | your vertues, and wiſh you a happineſle befitting 


| your magnanimous deſigns. 
Lady, I can aſſure you my deſires and affe&ion 
aregood, and if your wiſhes proceed from as fin- 
| cereawill, asit hath power to be favourable to me, 
" . I ſhall think my ſelf che happieſt man in the 
. world. 
Sir, I ſhall defire you to pardon me, my under. 
ſanding is not ſo acute as to penetrate your inten= 
tions : that which I ſpeak is in fimplicity having 
no other deſign, but to yield you ſuch reſpect, as 1 
know you deſerve. 
Lady, I do indeed wrong in perſwading to that 
which I have yet made to appear by any true proof. 
But notwithſtanding I mult tell you, that your per- 
fections have ſo amazed my ſenſes and affections, 
thatI reſolved never to love nor ſerve any bu: you. 
; I onelie intreat you to accept my ſervice and 
| _ and give an effe& to your own de- 

Ire, 

Sir, I cannot be perſwaded you would fix your 
taoughts, much leſſe your deſigns upon one ſo lit. 
tledeſerving : ſo necd you not trouble your ſelf 
/ toreſtifie your g00d will by anie effets, I am 
E R 4 content 
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content with the honour of knowing you,-and wiſh 
with all my heart your good fortune may puide 
you to meet a match becoming your worth, 

Lady, I have not ſo far forgotten my ſelf, asto 


misconſtrue your merits and perfections. I have | 


propoſed unto my ſelf an unfeigned refoſution to 
honour and ſerve you with mine uttermoſt endeg- 
vours, and your refuſal cannot leſſen mine affedi- 
ons. Suffer me then to ſtile my ſelf your ſer. 
vant. 


Sir, Tamnotat mine own diſpoſing, therefore |. 


cannot accept your noble proffer ; bur if you can 
perſwade my Parents to like of the affection you 
ſay you bear me, I ſhall eſteem my ſelf much ho- 
noured by your love, and ſhall be ready to yield to 
any thing ſhaii agree with mine honour, to render 
you full aſſurance of my love. | 

Ladie, You oblige me infinitely, and I thank you 
as heartily. I ſhall take an occaſion to acquaint 
your fr:ends with my ſincere intentions. Honour 
me in the mean time with your commands, and 
give me leaveto kiſs your fair hand. 

Sir, Iam your moſt humble ſervant. 


How to enter into diſcourſe with a Gentlewe- 
man, being in company with her. 


__ here is a fair and honourable company, 
Iam glad | met here, raparricipate of the con- 
rent here received, particularly ſeeing it is my good 
fortune to find you here, in whom all perfections 

ſhine thatcan beany way imagined. 
Sir, Your JuCgement concerning the company 
is 
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| is moſt true, there cannot be more accompliſhe:! 
| perſons, nor any honeſter content found elſewhere, 


but your courtefie exceeds, in attributing praiſes i© 


| her wholeaſt deſerves them, and in compariſon c£ 
| the reſt, hath no conſiderable perfeRion, 


Lady, Your modeſty makes you ſpeak diſadvan- 


| tagiouſly of your ſelf; which is permitted to yor; 
| bur if I ſhould condeſcend to it, or connive 5s: 
| thatwhich ſo plainly appears co all the world ; +: 


| werea great error in me. I ſhould ſhew my ſ:!* 


Ar ter Alder 


moſt unworthy to look upon fo fair an obje&, i! i 


' could not admire its wonderful perfe&tions. T'- 
| luſtre whereof cannot be obſcured by your ov 
undervaluings. For my part, I muſt confeſſe min: 


affetions to be ſo engaged, that I offer and ded:- 
cate unto you with a free and wiliing heart, wi: 2:- 
ſoever lyeth in my power. 

Sir, the higher you ſtrain your eloquence, t!12 
more reaſon | have, to ſhun thoſe commendatio 54 


hath been ſparing to me of ſuch gifts, and ther-- 
fore judging my ſelf utterly unworthy of ſuch pro. 
fers as your courteſle makes me, I would deſire 61 
to find ſome other ſubje& for your diſcourſe. 
Lady, though you refuſe me the honour of ſcr- 
ving you , which is the duty of every honeſt Car ;- 
lier cowards a Lady of yourquality and merit; ' 
will not therefore give over, ſeeking after occali >: 
to render it to you, and reſtifie my words to '* « 
fincere and true, | 
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To deſire a courteſie of a friend, 


A. Sir, the good affetion you alwaies ſeemed 9 
bear me, hath emboldened me to deſire a courte- 
ſie at your hands. Namely, to give me your ad- 
vice and fayourable aſliſtance in a buſineſſe, It 
will be a particular obligement, to be added to all 
former ones. Which TI ſhall likewiſe endeavour in 
particular to requite. 3, 

B. Sir, mine affection is ſincere, and the tryal of 
what you have ſeen is bur a pattera of what I de- 
ſire todo for you. Aſſure your ſelf, that bothin 
that which you require, or any other occaſion you 
ſhall find me alwaies ditpoſed to gratifie and ſerve 
you, 

A. Sir, you multiply mine obligements, through 
your readineſſe and freedom, I believe I ſhall hard- 
ly be furniſhed with words (much leſle deeds) to 
retaliate them. Burt if you pleaſe tocommand me, 
T ſhall endeavour to ſhew my ſelfthankful, though 
unable to requite. 


To thank bim for the courteſie received, 


A. Sir,the good affeRtion you have teſtified, com- 
mands me humbly to thank you for the honour and 
favour you have done me ; whereby you have as 
far obliged me as any man could do. 

B. Sir, I love my friends with all mine heart, and 
do not willingly refuſe them what lyes in my power. 
Take it in.good part, and believe this is one of the 
leaſtrhings | would do for you. 

A. Sir, I have not deſerved ſo much as PR 
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already done, but am ſtill bound to a ſincere and 
\hankful acknowledgement thereof. 

' B. Sir, your thanks are more worth then the fer- 
rice I have done you, and you purchaſe your 
friends courteſies at too high a rate, I pray believe 
there is nothing in my power that is noc at your 
iommand, 

| A.,Sir, I cannot queſtion your affeRion ; aſſure 
jour ſelf I ſhall ever acknowledge ic, and therefore 
remain your as much obliged as affeRionate ſer- 
rant, 


A requeſt with a refuſal to it. 


A. Sir, I have alwaies known you ſo loving and 
courteous to your friends, that I hope ſhall not 
te denyed a courteſite I would deſire at your hands. 
Ineed ſach or ſuch a thing : it lies in your power 
oafliſt me herein, and Ihumbly deſire you would 
te pleaſed to do it. 

; B, Sir, I never was unfurniſhed of love for my 
' friends, eſpecially perſons of merit, but where pe- 
'neris wanting the will availeth nothing, it is an 1.- 
convenieat, whereunto I am ſubje&t ar this time, 
nherefore I ſhali deſire you to excuſe me. 

A. Sir, I doubt not but my want of merit gives 

| you cauſe enough to deny me your ſavour and good 
| vill, having never invited yon chereunto by any fer- 


! vice on my part. Pur if you pleaſe you may remen- 


ter your ſelf, and the courteſies you have fo frecl; 


' lone to ſo many men;in ſo doing you ſhall increaſe 
| four own glory, and mine obligements. 


B. Sir, if it had been a thing lying in my power, 


i 


TUavOur 


252 The Complements and Elegancies Parts, | _ 


favour as to believe me, and try me upon ſome jar 
other occaſion, and you ſhall find I am not unwil- | 
ling to gratifie you. | 

A Sudden mettins of friends. | 4 

. | p 

A, Good motrow to you Sir. | 4 

B. Sir, this is a happy meeting, the Lord pre- | þ 


ſerve you, and to me you ſeem to be in good health. |; 
A. Very well Sir, at your ſervice, and readyto | þ 
obey, whenſoever you ſhall pleaſe to command me. | 5 


I wiſh our meeting may prove as happy to you asic |, 


is pleaſing to me, tim 
B. There can nothing pleaſe me better, thento _, 
ſee my friends proſper. obt 


A. And1I for my part rejoyce the more at mine gy 
own welfare, becauſe it enableth me co pleaſure my gg, 
friends. Good Sir ſee in what I may ſerve you. 

B. Sir, I thank you for your cordial affection, 
You may if you pleaſe reciprocally be aflured of 
mine. Above all things 1 conjure you freely to 
make uſe of the power you have over me. 

A. Sir, I believe you are going about buſineſſe, 
therefore I ſhall not deſire at this time to ſtay you 
any longer. ec 

B, T can have no buſineſſe ſo urgent, but that] 
would willingly forgo it todo a friend a pleaſure. | 

A. We ſhall at ſome other time have the hap- 
pineſle to diſcourſe rogether a little longer : and 
ſoI bimbly take my leave of you. 

B. Sir, I am, and will be your ſervant, 


For 


re Þ | 


—_— — — 


a 
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| For 4 ceremony at a going in. ; 
A. Let us go in Sir if you pleaſe. 
B. Sir, I will follow you. 
| A.Iwillnot go in firſt Sir, 
e- | B, Howſoever Sir, let us not ſtay here : We muſt 


lch, [not now make uſe of Ceremonies. 
yt ' A Sir, Ido bur my duty. 


me, 
Sit | 


tO 


I 


B. Sir, it is mere curteſie, you oblige me with 
your reſpe&s, but however this will make us loſe 
time. 

A. Sir, becauſe 1 will not be troubleſome, I will 
obey you, without any prejudice to the reſpe& I 
owe you, and deſire to render you upon all occaſi- 
ons whatſoever or whenſoever, 


Another form. 


A. Sir, we will go in when you pleaſe. 

B. Sir, I will goin after you. 

A. Sir, you ſhall walk firſt if you pleaſe. 

B, Sir, I will not commit ſuch an error, I am too 
conſcious of the honour I owe you. 

A. I pray Sir be not ſo ceremonious. 

B. I am reſolved not.co fail in ſo known a duty. 

A. Sir, you are too fixed in your reſolutions. I 
will therefore go in firſt to pleaſe and obey you. . 


At going out. 
B. Shall we go forth 2 


A. When you pleaſe Sir, 
B. Let 


—_ 
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B. Let us go then. | 
A. T will not go before you Sir, 
B. Sir, I will give you the firſt place, knowing 


you deſerve it, intending to do you all the honour 


and ſervice lyeth in my power. 


A. If it ſhould go by deſert, you would loſe; 


ſeeing you exceed me far in merit and worth. 


B. Were the pleaſing of you onely the queſtion, | 
I would without any difficulty yield ro your deſires, / 


but I am obliged to yield reſpect where it is due. 


A. Sir, you are too obſtinate in your curteſie: | 
and I am lJoath to hinder the company or your | 


affairs. 
B. Sir,ficce your will is (o,feating to be eſteemed 


troubleſome in ſtead of civil, I will be guilty ofthis 


incongruity, proteſting you meerly force me to it, 


At the coming out of a Chamber, or Parlour, 


A. Sir, I pray take no further pains. 
B. I will not leave you yet Str. 
A. Pardon me Sir, 1 will not ſuffer you to come 
forth of the room. 
B. Sir, you will not hinder me from performing 
my duty, & enjoying your company as far as I may, 
A. Sir you honour me too much, and will oblige 
me co the uttermoſt, I beſeech you go no further, 
B. You ſhall excuſe me then if you pleaſe 
ſeeing you will give me no further leave. 


To borrow of a ſriend, 


A Sir, 1 amcome to fce you, and learn how 
y OU GO, 


bl 


B, Sir, 
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B, Sir, You oblige me by the care you take of 
ine. Howſoever you ſee I am well and ready to do 
\ny friends any ſervice. And how is it with you ? 

{| A. Iſhould be better if I could hear any tydings 
Jour of the Country. 

| B, Why ? You deſire peradventure to be infor- 
ined of your friends healths, 

| A, Itake more care to let them hear of mine own 
jneceſſities, which I ſuffer for want of Bills of ex- 
'hange. 

| B. Sir, I am ſorry you told me of it no ſooner. 
have money at your command, and ſo long as it 


thſts, rake you no care, 

' A. Sir, you make me bſuſh, heaping ſo many 
undeſerved courteſies upon me. I ſhall acknow- 
edge my ſelf obliged ro you therefore all my life 
time, and will be ready to render you any ſervice 
that lies in my power; And kiadly accept of the 
/profer you make me. 

| B. Sir, amongſt friends we muſt be bold to ſpeak. 
{How much is it you want ? 

| A. So much. And I aſſure you that ſo ſoon as I 
; bear out of che Country, I will take care to repay 
'If, 

| B. Sir, if you pleaſe to write to the good Gen- 
[teman your father, ſend me your Letters, and I 
= dire& them by the Poſt to my brother, who 1 
| 


PRY 


know wil be careful to deliver them. 

A. Sir I give you infinite thanks, for ſo many 
| un offices and courteſies, hoping I may one day 
eſo happy as to make you part of amends. 


b 
? 


A 
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A wefuſa 0 4 friend that would borrow money. 


A. Sir, I have ſuch confidence in your love and 
fr ;enſhip, thatT make bold co requeſt a courteſie at 
vour hands. 

B. Sir, you cannot be denyed any thing that ly- 
«th in my power,ſuch is my good will towards you, 
\V hat is it youdeſire of me? 

A. Sir, I want ſo much mony and would pray 
vou tolend itme, you ſhall do me a great courte- 
tie, and Twill repay irſo ſoon as I receive any. 

B. Sir, if I had it you ſhould command ir, and 
more, if you had occaſion to uſe ir, Bur Tcan 
ſure you that for the preſent I am very ill ſtored: 
nd daily expe& bills of Exchange : So ſoon as 
they come I will ſend you word, and will be glad 
co accommodate you. 

A. Sir, I thank you heartily for your good will. 
} pray continue your love towards me, and I willin 
requital therof be ready to do you any ſervice that 
lyech in my power. 


A Complement amongſt a Company of Laiie;, 


Gent. T pray Ladies let not my coming interrupt 
your diſcourſes of which 1 ſhall be proud to patrtici- 
pate. 

Ladies, Our diſcourſes are not of any great con- 
cernment, we can fall upon them again another 
time, and now give way to yours, which we make 
r.0 doubt will prove more ſavoury, 

Geat. It is true Ladies that be who 1s in ſuch 
com- 


; yol 


ref] 
' yol 


ho! 

, 
cou 
but 


- — 
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| company need not want ſubje& for a diſcourſe, 1 
[am ſorry I want expreſſions, and have not my 
| tongue at ſo much command, as I have deſire to 
| {honour and ſerve your perfections. 
: | Ladies. Sir, We acknowledge no ſuch thing in 
= ſelves, and therefore let not that I pray be the 
 {ſubje& of your eloquence, for we ſhould conceive 
[you intended to Jaugh at us. 
Gent. Ladies, You muſt ſuffer me notwithſtand- 
 |ingall this, to tell you, that though modeſtie in- 
{terdits you the acknowledging of a truth; yetthe 
| reſpe& I bear to Ladies, commands me not only to 
; |icknowledge it, but alſo to divulge and maintain 
it,- 
. | Ladies. I pray Sir, if the ſame proveto be our 
- Cafe, let us alſo be ſubjeQt to the ſame Law. 
Gent. Ladies, this vertue is good when we are to 
ſpeak concerning our ſelves, or of other mens vices 
| - and imperfeRions ; bur if we ſpeak of their good 
; qualities, or intend to commend the perfe&ions of 
| our neighbour, we ought to do it fully, and not be 
' paring inthe uttering of truth, 
Ladies. But Sir you adde, and put in more then 
; ve have, imagining ſuch perfeR&ions as are worthy 
' your praiſe and commendation, _ | 
et | Gent, Ladies you will bind me to an injurious 
. | reſpet. But I cannot chooſe but acknowledge 
' your merits, neither will Iever want devotion to 
honour and ſerve you. = | 
Ladies. Sir, you will overcome us with exceſſe of 
courteſie ; but believe me, there is not one of as 
but wonld be proud to be termed your hand- 
1 | Maid: : | 
F fon $ Gent 


by 
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Gent. Ladies, you will make me beſide my ſelf} | 
with this debating a point of honour which juſtly * 
belongs unto you. Nevevertheleſs I muſt not * 
ceaſe admiring your perfe&tions; Being ſorryT | 
have not merit enough in me to make my ſervice ? 
acceptable to you. 


Meeting upon New years day, 


A. God give you good morrow, and withal ſend 
you a happy new year. 

B. I humbly thank you Sir for your g90d wiſh, 
And withal deſire the Almighty to grant you many 
ſuch, -with as much content as your ſelf can de- 
fire. 

A. Sir, you infinitely oblige me by your recipro- 
cal. good wiſhes which ſeem to endear me above 
mine own. But 1 aſſure you Sir, there can beno 
proſperity or happineſlein the world,that my heart 
wiſheth not unto you, whereof] would I could give 
you any real teſtimony. And I ſhall intreat you in 
the mean time to believe that I am wholly youts, 
and to acceptof this ſword as a pledge of an affe- 
ion proceeding from him, who deſires to live 
onely to do you lervice, 
 B. Sir, you honour me greatly, and I moſt wil- 
lingly accept your gift, which I will keep as a teſti- 


mony of your affection. I pray beiteve Iam the | 


like to you, in gage whereof I beſeech you to wear 
this Ring for my ſake, not ſo much conſidering 
the value, as that it isa token of an inviolable 

friendſhip. | 
A, Sir, you accumulate courteſies upon me. 1 
accept 
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| accept your gift wich a moſt willing heart, and will 
! both wear it, and Keep it carefuliy for your ſake : 
| Yet if any diſaſter ſhould deprive me of it, my 
| friendſhip ſhall ſtill remain firm and unmoveable. 


To Wiſh a friend a happy new year. 


| Godhaving blefſed me ſo far, as to grant me 
life to this day of the new year, I thought ita 
great part of my duty to come and wiſh you feli- 

| city in it, and aſfure you the man lives not in whoſe 
ſervice I wouid more willingly employ my whole 
life. I beſecch the Almighty to grant you health 
and proſperity in it,,and me opportunity to.teſti- 
fie how much I deſice to ſerve you. | 


Another to the ſame purpoſe ' 


Sir, TI have taken occaſion upon the. ſolemn 
cuſtome of the day, co come and wiſh you a hap- 
py year, and preſent you this new years gift. And 
though ir be not according to your quality and me= 
rits,] offer it up as an acknowledgment of my duty, 
proceeding from ſo entire an affe&ion,and ſo fixed 


: a devotion to your ſervice, that there lyeth no- 


thing in my ſmail power thatT will not willingly 

employ therein. So deſiring you to commandme, 
' Iwiſh youlong life , repleat with all manner-of 

proſperity and content. ET 


S 2 Te 


OO ——_—— 
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To Congratulate a Friend or Kinſman for ſome 
preferment conferred upon him, 


A. Sir, I could not contain my joy within my 
ſelf, ſeeing this happineſſe which hath betallen you, 
without a Congratulation. 

B. Sir, it teſtifies the ſincerity of your affeQion; 
true love participating of all bis friends adven- 
tures. 

A. This and more Sir, is due to your merits. I 
praiſe God for raiſing them by this means to ſome 
ſach height as your friends deſired. 

B. Sir, I know that, next to God, I am bound 
to you for it,and to the reſt of my friends : neither 
doth any thing cauſe me to eſteem my ſelf ſo happy 
therein, but becauſe I can by this means more con» 
veniently ſerve thoſe who honour me with their 
love; and your ſelf eſpecially. 

A, Sir, I haye done no more then that which my 
duty obliged me to do, but onely you intend to 
overcome me with courtelſie. 


To condole with a Friend, upon ſome mfortune 
befallen him. 


f 
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A. Sir 


$o 


my 
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A. Sir, it would be a greatcomfort to me, if my 
reſentment of your misfortune, could any way 
eaſe you: and much more if my induſtry and ſer- 
vice could totally free you from it. 

B. Sir, Your ſincerity obliges me ſufficiently. 


ou, / Yet if we muſt give way to our friends wiſhes, I 


cannot but deſire the accompliſhment of yours; ' 
bat ſeeing I cannot obtain them, I muſt have 
patience, and take it as an afflition proceeding + 


; from God, out of which he will deliver us when he 
' pleaſeth. 


A, Sir, you may diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe. 
A Vit. 


A. Sir, hearing you were in Town, I could not 
chuſe but come and ſee you, and preſent my moſt 


| bumble ſervice. Your worth and merits oblige me 


to this duty which obligement you will increaſe, by 


; accepting this my devotion with your accuſtomed 


good will, alwaies ſhewen to your affeRionate ſer- 
vants, of which number I deſire to remain all the 
daies of my life. 

B. Sir,I am much bound to you for the pains you 


: have taken in coming to ſee me, and honor me with 


the proffer of your affetion ; believe me, I much 
reſpe& your merit, and ſhall teſtifie it by any good 
office as lyes in my power to render you.[ therefore 
intreat you to make me happy by your frequent vi- 
ſits, which ſhall ever be moſt welcome to me. 

A. Sir, I deſire nothing more thento be able to 
teſtifie the affetion which I have devoted to 


_ your ſervice: and if the ſight of me could yeeld 


S 3 you 
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you any content; I would not fail to come and ſee 
you oftener, but I fear [I ſhall rather trouble, and 
diſturb you from more ſerious affairs. Yet ſeeing 
you ſeem to deſireit, I will perform my duty, ex. 
peing ſome happy opportunity wherein 1 may do 
you ſervice worthy of you. 

B, Sir, you muſt then continue your comingto 
me, your company can no way diſturb me, but ra» 
ther afford me ſingular content. I know how much 
your merits ought to be eficemed, and I can aſſure 
you [I will not omit any occaſion wherein I may te- 
ſtifie it; bur ſhall willingly embrace ir, whenſo- 
ever it ſhall be proffered. 


nmm_—_—_—_— oo ww 


To ſalute 4 Lord as you piſſe throusb 
| his Country. 


A. Sir, I could not paſſe thorow your Country, 
and ſo near your houſe without coming to tender 
my reſpeats. The rank your family ho[ds in this 
Kingdom, the report of your merits which is come 
into our Province, haye incited me to this duty; 
eſteeming nothing ſo much as the acquainting my 
ſelf with perſons of ſuch eminent quality, by profer- 
ing my ſervice to them. 

B, It is a ſingular good hap for me Sir to ſce 
you in this houſe, which I ſhall alwaies eſteem ho- 
noured by ſuch viſits. Sir, you are more then wel. 
cometo me, and aſſure your ſelf you are in a place 
where you may command. TI pray therefore accept 
of the ſmall! entertainment which ic affords, till 
I can better teſtifie my deſire to ſerve you, by ſem? 
act that may be worthy of you, | 
Ee : . SIf's 
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' A. Sir, yon highly oblige me through your ſin- 
; gular courteſie : and it is your good nature to ex- 
' tend it towards itrangers. I ſhall endeavourto 
. deſerve it hereafter by all offices I ſhall beableto 
| render you, offering to that end my moſt affeRio- 
| nate ſervice. 


To diſconrſe during your abode in the ſaid 
Lord: hoſe. 


A. Sir,you have here a fair and pleaſant dwelling, 
this Caſtle is rarely ſcituared, and exceeding well 
built, and hath all ſuch conveniencies as can poſli- 
bly be required. 

B. There are no great defeRs in it Sir; I want 
nothing but opportunity to ſerve my friends,eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of your rank and quality. 

A, Sir, your courteſie is che greater, becauſe I 


, am a ſtranger unknown to you. 


B. Sir, you are no waies obliged to me, ſeeing 
you are not entertained according to your deſert, 
which I can aſſure proceeds not from any want of 
good will. 

A. Sir, I pray give over theſe excuſes, hoping 
I ſhall one day be able co acknowledge them. But 
ſet me intreat you Sir to inform me particularly of 
the ſtate of this kingdom, and how it ſtands with 


| the affairs thereof for the preſent. 


B. Moſt willingly Sir; for as this Kingdom is moſt 
flouriſhing, ſo are we very willing to let others 


know the ſingularities of it, to increaſe their delire 


of viſiting it, and by that means to obtain their 


friendſhip and acquaintance. 
S 4 A. Sir, 


264 The Complements and Elegancies Part 3, 


_—— co 


A. Sir, I know the riches and power of this 
Kingdome, and can give a neer gueſle to it by this 
Province, being there are fifteen or ſixteen more of 
chem in it, not much inferiour if not every way 
equal unto this. But I do not yet well conceive its 
form of governmenr, 

B. Sir, this is not a myſtery that ought to be 
hidden, neither is it the defire of our nation to 
conceal it. But it is a diſcourſe which requires a 
longer time, and I fear to annoy you for the pre- 
ſent, and interrupt you at dinner, we will therefore 
remit it to another conveniency ; now Sir I pray 
fall ro the poor chear is before you; and ſo I will 
drink to you. 

A. Sir, Ithank you, and will pledge you with 
all my heart, and will take a time to begin your 
Kings health, but now we have Crank ſufficiently, 
and the beſt way to expreſſe our good will towards 
him conſiſts in doing him ſervice, and would wil. 
lingly find an opportunity to do it. 

B. Sir, it may preſent it ſelf at one time or an- 
other. Inthe mean time I pray employ me in any 
thing whereof you ſhall find me capable, and I will 
alwaies be ready tro do whatfoever lyes in my 
power. 

A. Sir, I humbly thank you, and deſire you to 
believe the like of me. | 


T6 
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To take leave of the ſaid Lord. 


A. Sir, how pleaſant ſoever the abode be, and 


; though the company be never ſo pleaſing , yet we 
' muſtleave it at laſt. The time of my ſtaying ſeems 


not long, but I muſt proceed in my journey. Where- 


. fore I will take my leave of you, thanking you for 


your good entertainment ; which ſhall oblige me 
to omit no opportunity wherein T may requite 
it, 

B. Sir, you have not received entertainment 
according to your deſert, I pray excuſe it,. for you 


* took me unawares. Burt if ever you come this way 


again, and I may have notice of it, I ſhall endeavor 
to take better order for your reception. In the 
mean time I would intreat you to accept of this 
ſmall entertainment, aſſuring you it is the leaſt of 
ſervices I deſire to render you. 

A. Sir, you increaſe my obligements ſo much, 
that I am not able to give you ſufficient thanks, yer 
they proceed from a grateful heart: In the mean 
rime, the Lord prote& you and all you have : And 
ſoI humbly take my leave of you, : 

B, I remain your ſervant. 


A diſcourſe touching an intended 
CHMarriage: 


A. Sir, I am glad to meet you, and have the 
opportunity to wiſh you much joy and happi- 
neſſe, 

B, Sir, 
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B. Sir, I am alwaies joyful to meet you,and your 
wiſhes can produce nothing but good to me. But 
I would deſire to know wherein it is you wiſh me 
proſperity ,for there is no new thing happened unto 
me. 

A. Sir, you will conceal your happineſſe, which 
being known to many, I alſo bave caſually heard 
of not long ſince, 

B. Sir, I pray let me know, for I cannot imagine 
nor think what it ſhould be. 

A. Why Sir, I hear youare ſhortly to be marri. 
ed in this Town. 

B, This is the firſt time Theard of it, imagine 
you therefore if the wedding muſt not needs be 
near at hand. 

A. Sir, thoſe who- told me of it, ſhould know 
it very well, for they relate many particulars con- 
cerning it. 

B. Oblige me ſo far as to tell me to whom, and 
upon what conditions this pretended marriage is 
to be performed. It will peradventure be ſo ad- 
vantagious to me, I may hearken to it. 

A, Why Sir? Will you marry out of your own 
Country, far from your friends and means, loſe the 
ſweet fruicion of your kinred and ſell your Land;or 
bring a ſtranger home, who were ſhe of never ſo 
_ extraction and quality will be contemned, and 

reed occaſion of envy toyou? 

B, Good Sir let us lay afide the Hypotheſis, 
and fall upon the Theſis you have not anſwered 
my queſtion, but deal like a Sophiſter with 
me. 

A. Sir, I never ſtudyed L >< ick, yet here are To- 

picks 
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picks for you, it is Mrs Mary the daughter of Mr- 


'N. N. who inherits her mothers Lands, beſides a 


portion of ten thouſand Crowns in ready money 
which her father intends to beſtow upon her. 
B. Sir, you might tel] me ſo much, as would 


' make my mouth water at it, I know her father, he 


is a Gentleinan of good worth, and preat repute 
at Court. I likewiſe know the Gentlewoman, 
a fair, wiſe, and rich maid, which are three, good 
qualities. I am not ſo ont of taſte, but if I thought 
| might prevail, I could willingly adventure to be a 
ſuiter to her. 

A. Surely Sir the buſineſle is not ſo ſtrangeto 
you: I am told you are never from thence ; come 
come, I have found you. 

B. Believe me Sir it is a thing I never attempted: 
and thoſe that ſpeak of this, want a ſubje& to talk 
of, and will make certainties of the leaſt proba- 
bilities. And I imagine this rumour is grounded 
upon my frequent going to that houſe. 

A. Queſtionleſſe it is ſo : But ſome ſuch thing 
there muſt needs be : for ſmoak is never without 
ſome fire. 

B. I do not much wonder at it. We muſt give 


; the world leave to talk, and nevertheleſſe follow 


our buſineſle. 

A. But do yqu imagine you ſhould do well to 
ingage your ſelf here in a matter of ſo great m0- 
ment, whereon depends your fortune; and the 
content of all your friends and kinsfolk ? 

B. Sir, aſſure your ſelf I will not run headlong 
into any ſuch buſineſſe : I know the honour and re- 
ſpect due to my Parents : and I likewiſe know theif 

intent 
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intent wasnot to ſend me abroad to ſee Forraign 
Countries, and marry the firſt wench as ſhould 
pleaſe my fancie, but rather to make me more fit 
and capable to do my Country ſervice : Yet on the 
- other ſide I am ſure their wiſdom and fatherly love 
is ſuch ; that if I could find a match here, more for 
mine advantage then any I could get at home, they 
would no way oppoſe me therein. 

A. I am ſatisfied , and if there be any thing 
commenced, I heartily wiſh the iſſue may be to 
your content. I would all ſtrangers had ſo much 
conſideration, and reſtraint of themſelves ; not 
fuffering their minds to be enſnared by fooliſh and 
blind affeions, nor ſeduced by ſuch affeRed parbs 
wherewith many children of very good families are 
often entrapped. 

B. Sir, the way to attain thereunto is by keeping 
good company, and ſeeking the acquaintance of 
wiſe and vertuous perſons: who by their diſcour- 
ſes and examples may teach and ſhew us how to 
live well, without looking after ſuch people as 
are fraught with noching but vanity and ma- 
lice, and by their desbauches and cunning 
poiſon any young man as converſes with 
them, 

A. It were a thing much to be deſired ; but 
young Gentlemen now adaies piye little to good 
counſel ; and prefer pleaſure and profit, todecency 
and good carriage. 

B. Their Parents might likewiſe give them wiſe 
and faithful Gevernours, or recommend them to 
perſons of good credit and repute, to take care 
cf them: And to that end hold correſpondencie 

themſelves 
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themſelves with none but ſuch men which might 
prove a very effeual means to preſerve and pro- 
cure a friendly confederation between forraign 


; Kingdomes and Nations. 


y 
; to ſee whether you would be pleaſed to walk 


- 


! | 
' about, that we cannot go amiſle ; here are the 


A Walk, 


A. Sir, ſeeing ſuch fair and clear weather,] came 


abroad. 
B. You have done me a preat courteſie, for the 


time ſeemed long to meat home. But which way 
ſhall we ſteer our courſe ? 
A. Sir, there are ſo many gallant places here- 


Tuilleries, and the gardens belonging to the Palace 


; of Luxenbourg, &c. 


B. Let us go if you pleaſe to the Tuilleries.: 


| it isnot yet late, we may diſcourſe as we walk, 
| and delight our eyes with the ſight of ſo many 


- 


Lords and Ladies as frequent thoſe Walks. 
A. Hereis a pleaſant and delightful place, what 
curious knots, artificial compartiments, curious 


| Alleyes, ſhadowed with Trees, and encloſed with 


 fiturb my brain with exceſſive ſtudie. 


fragrant Hedges. 

B. A fair Garden is an earthly Paradice, and 
our abode therein, a ſhadow of our future bliſſe. 

A. Nothing can recreate mans ſenſes and ſpirits 
better, eſpecially after they are any way ſtupified 
and dulled with long ſtudy. 

B. I know not what to fay to it, forI never di- 


A. How 
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A. How Sir, do you deſpiſe ſtudy? there is nota - 


more glorious ornament nor uſeful for Gentlemen, 


I uſe exerciſe as well as you, but I never take any ' 
reſt in my mind, till I bave refreſhed it with ſome + 


rare document,or pleaſant Hiſtory,though my body 


be tired with labour. 

B. Sir, 1 would fain know what content you can 
reap by ſtudy. 

A. I will refolye you when you have told. me, 


what profit or pleaſure bodily exerciſes can afford . 


you? 
B. Sir, they preſerve my healrh, warrant me 
from diſeaſes, keep my body active, and breed a 
kinde of lofty and bold diſpoſition, maintaining a 
mans reputation in Gallant Companies. 

A. And how much more excellent is ſtudy, a 
true exerciſe of the mind, affording it all theſe 
things, which far excel the other,in thac they adorn 
the ſoul, which is the moſt precious part of man? 

B. Sir you tell me of wonders, beyond my ap- 
prehenſion. | 

A. Study expels ignorance, a ſhameful and dan- 
gerous diſeaſe of the ſoul;pain knowledge, the true 
health, and moſt precious treaſure, teacheth us how 
to moderate our Paſlions, and apply our ſelves to 
vertue, it informs our judgement, and makes us 
men, yea raiſes ſomewhat above Mortality. 

B. There is ſome likelihood in what you ſpeak: 
yetT have alwaies heard it ſaid, that ſtudy dulls a 
. mans courage, and a pen and inkhorn was never 

good ſword. | 

A, Sir, that was never ſpoken by. Alexander the 
great, 74lirzs Ceſar, nor Charlemain, or any of _ 
wag 


e 
e 
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| who have been renowned for re-eſtabliſhing lear- 


ning and Sciences, marrying them to arms,excelling 


\ as well in Chivalry and Warlick Stratagems, as in 
. eſtabliſhing of good and wholſome Lawes. 


B. Sir, I yield to your reaſons, and it repenteth 


' meI was not ſer to ſtudy in my yonpger daies. - 


A. Sir, you are not old, what ſhould hinder 
you yet from addiQing your ſelf thereunto, is it 
not better late then never ? | 

B. I would not now ſtand to learn Latin ; and 
hate to be ſubjeR to any pedantick humour, 

A. Itis notLatine onely rhat makes a man lear- 
ned and underſtanding, but the knowledge of Sci- 


ences and Hiſtories, The uſe of the Latine tongue 
I muſt confeſle is a great help, and much more the 


Greek, and many great perſons have taken the 


| pains to learn them both. Our Frexch Hiſtories 


n 
+ 
0 


J 


| 


relate that C#ar/es the great, and Charles the 
eight did do it : and Caro learned the Greek 
when he was threeſcore years of age. Yet had we 
neither of them, have we not very good books 
tranſlated into our own Language ? 

B. Burt Sir, who can have patience to turn 
over ſo many vaſt Volumes. | 

A. Sir, we muſt herein follow the advice of a 
brave and learned Courtier who wiſhed a friend 


} not to read many books, but much ; Make choice 
{ of Authors, and render them familiar to you. 1 
! will not bind you to all ſpeculative Sciences, orthe 


thorny ſubtilties of Logick, but I would have you 


| learn the Mathemaricks, Ethicks, Politicks, Hifto= 


| ry and Rethorick, but Hiſtory eſpecially, whiel 
| may juſtly be called the Record of Times, the 


light 
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light of Truth, the life of memory, and direGion 
of mans life. | 

B. Sir, I thank you for inſiſting upon this diſ- 
courſe, L will make uſe of it, and ſpend my time 
no longer unprofitably in vain games and com- 
pany, much leſſe in exceſſe and riot: The time I 
can ſpare from bodily exerciſes, I will employ to 


cultivate my mind, which 1 find to have great _ 


of it. My tutor hath often told me ſo, but 
thought I ſhewed a heroical diſpoſition in con. 
temning wholſome advice, and following flatte- 
rers, who to pleaſe me, would ſpeak in diſgrace 
of learning , as a diſparagement to Gentili- 
| ol 

, A. Sir, they are corrupters of youth, and you 
muſt beware of ſuch men: 


Upon a Paarrel. 


A. Sir, I am gladT bave met with you,1 thought 
to enquire you out, to be informed concerning a 
bufineſſe I was told of yeſterday. 

B. Itwill afford me great content to ſerve you 
inany thing ; and I am glad I meet you ſo happily 
to inform you of any thing you deſire to know. 
But what is your will with me ? 

A. Sir, I heard that ſuch and ſuch fell out not 
long ſince, and from words fell to blowes. 

B. I came juſt time enough to part them. 

A. Itis an ill example, when thoſe as- prafeſſe 
amity, and eſpecially being of the ſame Nation, 


will ſuffer themſelves to be ſo far tranſporſed with 


paſſion, as to violate the bonds of friendfhip and 
humanity. 
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; humanity. But will there be no means thinks yoii 
| tobring them to agreement ? 


B. I know not, many ſtirre in the buſineſſe, and 


; if yon would take a little pains in it, you might do 
| a good work ; and I conceive you have ſome in- 


cereſt in them. 
A. The affetionI bear to both their honours is 


| the cauſe why Ti deſire to know the particulars of 
' it; andthat by thoſe who are not intereſted in the 


quarrel, For thoſe who are parties will alwaies 
jpeak favourably for their own ſide. 


B. I know ſuch a one hath ſo free and generons 


_ a ſpirit, that if you ſpeak to him, he will neither 


conceal nor diſguiſe any thing to you. 
A; I am a friend to them both, and would not 
offend eicher, but I will follow your advice and 


. begin chat way ; will you be pleaſed to go along 


with me ? 

B. I believe your felf hath power and wiſdome 
enough , yet if you think it fitting, I will wil- 
lingly accompany you, to ſecond your good inten- 
tion. 

A. Sir, we are ſorry to hear that the other day 
there was ſome difference between Mr. 7, N. and 
your ſelf; and would willingly know how you came 
to be ſo highly incenſed. | 

C. I am ſorry our friends ſhould be troubled to 
apree us; but there is no need , we ſhall accord 
well enough. I thank you for your care. | 

A. Sir, it muſt not be ſo; we underſtand tiow 
far you have proceeded, and know you do not 


Want courage; but you muſt reſerve that for a 
| T 


better 


NN WE 
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better occaſion. Suffer us I pray you to intercede 
between you with as much equity and indifferency 
as may be. | 

C. I queſtion not your good intent, much leſſe 
your equity and prudency ; but I give you thanks, 
and would deſire you to let us alone, we ſhall de- 
cide the quarrel well enough amongſt our ſelves. 

A. Sir, you ſhall pardon us, if we go beyond 
the bounds of reſpect, to enter within the limits 
of moderation, and bind up again (if it be poſli- 
ble) that knot of friendſhip which was between 

= 

l C. Gentlemen, I can aſſure you for my part, 1 
never had any deſign to break with him, neither do 
I believe I gave him any cauſe, which makes me 
think my ſelf to be moſt injured. | 

A. The greater the injury 1s, the more glorious 
is the pardon. It is the property of generous 
ſoules to be ſlow to wrath, and willing to for- 
GIVE. 

C, Sir, your reaſon is good, andI confeſle it is 
a weakneſſein me; for as I am very unwilling to 


give any offence, ſo Iam very cautious in pardon- | 


ing a wilful injury. 

A. Sir, your reputation is as precious to us as 
can be; neither will we doany thing to prejudice 
it, bur we will intreat you to letus overſway you : 
we, are going to try what we can do wich the 
other, 

C. Well, do what you pleaſe, ſeeing you will 
not ſuffer me to end it according to mine own 


fancy: 
A. Sir, 
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A. Sir, being your friends, we accounted ic to be 
' our duty to come and ſpeak with you concerning 
a falling out between you and Mounfieur NN. . We 
are very ſorry this hath happened, yet we hope the 
matter is not ſo heynous, but it may be reconci- 
led. | | 
4 - D. Gentlemen, if you love me, motion not any 
agreement with a man, who hath moſt unworthily 
.. | offended me; forI am reſolved to right my ſelf 
upon him. 
A. Sir, Reaſon would have us to ſeek a remedy 
1 | foran evil being once ſet on foot; bur deſire of 
a —_ increaſeth the wound, and makes it incura- 
e. | 
 D. Sir, this is a good reaſon for one that pro- 
\z feſſeth Philoſophy ; bur not for ſuch as ſtand upon 
as . \heirreputation, | 
r. | A- Sir, we would by no means undervalue you, 
| but we hold theſe worldly maximes, not alwaies to 
:: | be thetruerules of honour, which is the vertuous 
to mans chiefeſt treaſure. = 1 
_. D. Sirs, you may ſay what you pleaſe. Shall Y 
.- ſuffer my ſelfto be mocked or outbraved by atiy 
onef . | 
A. Sir, there may be ſome haſtineſſe or miſun- 
1: . derſtanding, I pray fall not into extreams,I doubt 
he At but we ſhail perſwade Mounſicur XY. to give 
| you any reaſonable ſatisfaction, | | 
"ill D. Sir, I believe he is fainr-hearted, and dares 
on Ot appear in the field of honour. All this I know 
is butco try me ; but I will do nothing for ſach 
ae: | 10ne as heis; I will ſee how he can handle his 
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rapier. Tell not me of prohibitions, they are but 
cowards excuſes. 

A. Sir, I believe neither of you want courage: 
yet you will give us leave to tell you, that the more 
you have, tae more you are obliged to employ it 
senerouſly, and according to the ruſes of true ho- 
nour, which is to yeeld up part of your own in- 
tereſt,to obtain peace upon reaſonable conditions ; 

ou can defire no more honourable revenge on 
wa adverſary. We will not alleadge unto you 
the ſtrict defence of duels; yet we will lay before 
your eyes the example of two valiant and renown- 
ed Gentlemen, who through contempt of ſuch 
defences, fell into the hands of Juſtice, and made 
a generous and Chriſtian acknowledgment of the 
neceſſity, and profit of ſuch Lawes. 

D. Sir, did I not ſo highly eſteem your love, 
my heartcould never condeſcend to what you de- 
fire, but ſeeing you are ſo bent, I refer the deciſion 
of it to your diſcretions. 

A. Sir, we are exceeding joyful you have been 
pleaſed to hearken to us : we ſhould be ſorry to ſee 
alittle ſtorm break ſuch a ſtri&t bond of amity ; and 
we will immediately go about this buſineſſe, | 


To 


q 
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] 


, Part 3, of the French Tongne. 


2 


277 


. To take lexve of a Friend who 15 going to 
travail. 


A. Sir, the urgency of mine affaires obligeth me 
to undertake a voyage which is I muſt confeſſe a 
great prejudice to my content, that never is ſo great 
as when I am in your company : but ſeeing there 
is a neceſlityI am come to bid you adicu , withour 


' adieu, and taking leave of you, know whether you 


will pleaſe co command me any ſervice. My com- 
fort is my hope of ſeeing you again ſhortly, and 
that in the interim you will be pleaſed ro continue 
me in your favour. 

B. Sir, your abſence will be as inſufferable ro me 
as an adverſity, Yet ſeeing the urgency of your 
affaires requires it, I acquieſce, and accompany 
your voyage with ſo many vowes and prayers, that 
I not onely expet a happy iſſue thereof, but alſo a 


| ſhort return, being confident you bear me the like 


affetion. God grant you a proſperous journey , 
to whoſe proteQion I recommend you. 

A. And I likewiſe commit you to his holy 
tuition. | 
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A ſtranger retarning into his own Country, 
taking his leave of a neW acquired 
Friend, 


A. Sir, baving diſpatched the buſineſſe which I 
came about, 1 am now engaged to return; my 
friends have ſent for me, and I am very ſorry I muſt 
leave ſuch good company as I have here known and 
frequented, eſpecially yours ; but I muſt obey my 
parents commands. Inthe mean time I thank you 
for all your love and courteſie, and ſhall eſteem it 
as a ſingular favour, if you ſhall vouchſafe to em. 
ploy me in any ſervice. I ſhall with impatience 
expect your commands, and ſeek all opportunities 
ro preventthem. Continue I pray your love to0- 
wards me. Afſuring you I ſhall ever remain your 
ſervant. And ſoI humbly take my leave of you, 

B. What Sir? will you leave us ſo ſodainly? 
when we ſcarce have begun to taſte the ſweetneſle 
of your pieaſant converſation. I bad better never 
to have known you, were it not for the hope I con- 
ccive you will continue our newly contracted 


friendſhip, if not by frequent communication, at 


jeaſt by a continual remembrance, For my part,I 
aſſure you I will not omit any opportunity wherein 
] may teſtifie how much Ihonour your amity ; and 
from youl can deſire nothing more then that you 
will be pleaſed to command me any thing, wherein 
you ſhail think me capable to do you ſervice. 

A Sir, I beſeech you queſtion not the firmneſle 
of mine affection, the /dea of your vertues and 
perfections is ſo deeply ingraven in my hearr, that 

it 


— 
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it ſhall never be blotted out of my memory, I 
will not fail to write to you, expeRing that happy 
hour wherein TI may ſerve you. 

B. Sir, God ſend you a proſperous voyage. I 


| remain yours, 


To take leave of @ friends Wife. 


Lady, the love and courteſie I havereceived at 
your worthy husbands hands, hath obliged me to 
you both, and now your favour and friendſhip hath 
increaſed mine engagement. I have not for the pre- 
ſent any thing but chanks to recurn. But I muſt 
deſire you to believe, that I am ſo ſenſible of it, 
that I ſhall never reſt cill I have found ſome oppor- 
tunity co retaliate it. In the mean time accept of 
thankfulneſſe for all your favours; ſo wiſhing you 
all proſperity and content. I reſt Madam your 
moſt humble and moſt obedient ſervant. 


To take leave of a GentleVroman Witi; Whom you 
have been familia ly acquainted. 


Lady, amongſt all the favours this Country hath 
afforded me, } hold this to be one of the preatelk, 
namely that of being acquainted with you : but as 
my happineſſe hath been great all the while [ have 
enjoyed your company, ſo now is my misfortune 
the more inſufferable to ſee my ſelf deprived by my 
departure of ſuch a bliſſe as your ſweet converſa= 
tion, And being I have not power to avoid, or at 
leaſt retard ic, I am come to give you thanks for 
all your teſtimonies of Friendſhip. If 1 thought 

T 2 my 
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my ſelf worthy your remembrance, I ſhould defire 
you ſometimes to think on me. ForlI can aſſure 
you, nothing ſhail ever oblitrerate the Idea of your 
excellencies out of mine imagination, having whol- 
ly devoted my reſpe& and ſervice to them ; ſo that 
whereſoever my body remaines, my remembrance 
ſhall ever take pleaſure in revolving and renewing 
the meditations on your worth. And if ever the 
Heavens ſhould be ſo propitious unto me, as ro 
preſent me with ſome opportunity ro ſerve you, I 
ſhould think my good happ to be arrived to its 
higheſtpitch ; Howſoever I will ever glory in being 
your ſervant, and under that name I take my leave, 
and bid you heartily adieu: _ 


==; hoy, 
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ef, 240 
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241 

At the end of a Meal, 242 
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A Gentleman defiring to maryy a Gentlewomar, 246 
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To requeſt ſome courteſie of a friend, 250 
To thank him for a courteſie received, ibid. 
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To borrow of a ſviend, | ibid. 
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To bid adieu toa Gentlewaman with whom you have been long and 
familiarly 8cq uainted. ibid 
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